
herschel and the hanukkah goblins

Introduction to Herschel and the Hanukkah
Goblins

Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins is a beloved children's book that intertwines the
themes of tradition, celebration, and the power of cleverness against adversity. Written by
Eric A. Kimmel and illustrated by Trina Schart Hyman, the story is set during the Jewish
festival of Hanukkah and follows the adventurous journey of Herschel, a clever and
resourceful man who faces off against mischievous goblins. This article delves into the plot,
characters, themes, and the cultural significance of the story, making it a treasured tale for
families during the holiday season.

Plot Summary

The narrative begins with Herschel, who arrives in a small village just before Hanukkah. The
townspeople are disheartened as they are plagued by a group of goblins that refuse to let
them celebrate the festival. Each night, as they attempt to light their menorahs and enjoy
the traditions of Hanukkah, the goblins thwart their efforts, creating chaos and mischief.

Determined to help the villagers, Herschel decides to confront the goblins. He uses his wits
and charm to outsmart them, crafting a series of clever tricks that ultimately lead to a
showdown. Each night, he faces a different challenge posed by the goblins, but he
approaches each situation with ingenuity and humor.

The climax of the story occurs when Herschel must confront the goblins directly. Through a
combination of bravery, intelligence, and a touch of trickery, he manages to outwit the
goblins once and for all. His victory not only allows the villagers to celebrate Hanukkah but
also teaches the goblins a lesson about the importance of community and joy.

Characters

The characters in "Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins" are pivotal in conveying the story's
moral and themes. Below are the key characters:

Herschel: The protagonist, a clever and resourceful man who embodies the spirit of
Hanukkah. His bravery and quick thinking are central to the narrative.

The Goblins: Mischievous creatures who represent obstacles and challenges. Each
goblin has its own unique personality and trickery.



The Villagers: They symbolize the community and traditions of Hanukkah,
representing those who are affected by the goblins' mischief.

Themes

"Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins" is rich in themes that resonate with readers of all
ages. Here are some of the most prominent themes in the story:

1. Cleverness and Resourcefulness

Herschel's intelligence and cleverness are the cornerstones of the story. He demonstrates
that thinking outside the box and using one's wits can help overcome even the most
daunting challenges. This theme not only entertains young readers but also encourages
them to think creatively when faced with problems.

2. Community and Tradition

The story highlights the importance of community and the significance of traditions. The
villagers’ desire to celebrate Hanukkah reflects the value of cultural practices in uniting
people and providing a sense of identity. Herschel’s actions reinforce the idea that
community support is crucial in overcoming difficulties.

3. The Spirit of Hanukkah

The book captures the essence of Hanukkah, emphasizing themes of light, miracles, and
hope. Herschel’s fight against the goblins symbolizes the broader struggle against darkness
and despair, making the story particularly poignant during the holiday season.

Cultural Significance

"Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins" is more than just a children's tale; it serves as an
important cultural artifact that introduces young readers to Jewish traditions and the history
of Hanukkah. The story incorporates elements of folklore and mythology, making it not only
entertaining but also educational.

1. Introducing Hanukkah



For many children, this book serves as an introduction to Hanukkah rituals, such as lighting
the menorah, playing dreidel, and the significance of each night of the festival. By weaving
these elements into the narrative, Kimmel and Hyman create a rich tapestry of cultural
education.

2. Folklore and Storytelling

The story draws on traditional Jewish folklore, particularly the theme of a clever hero
outsmarting evil forces. This narrative structure is common in many cultures, but in
"Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins," it is uniquely tailored to convey the Jewish
experience, making it a vital contribution to children's literature.

Illustrations and Artistic Style

Trina Schart Hyman's illustrations play a crucial role in bringing the story to life. Her
artwork complements Kimmel's text, capturing the whimsy and humor of the characters
while also reflecting the themes of the story. The illustrations are vibrant and detailed,
immersing readers in the festive atmosphere of Hanukkah.

1. Visual Storytelling

Hyman's illustrations enhance the storytelling by providing visual cues that help convey the
emotions and actions of the characters. For example, the expressions of the goblins,
ranging from mischievous grins to frustrated frowns, add depth to their characterizations
and the overall narrative.

2. Cultural Representation

The artwork also reflects cultural elements, such as traditional clothing and settings,
offering readers a glimpse into Jewish culture and heritage. This representation fosters a
greater understanding and appreciation of diversity among young readers.

Conclusion

"Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins" is a timeless tale that captures the spirit of Hanukkah
through the adventures of a clever protagonist and the challenges posed by mischievous
goblins. With its rich themes of cleverness, community, and tradition, the story resonates
with readers of all ages, making it a cherished addition to holiday reading lists.

As families gather to celebrate Hanukkah, this book serves not only as a source of
entertainment but also as a means to instill values of creativity, resilience, and the



importance of cultural traditions. Herschel's journey against the goblins reminds us that
with cleverness and a strong sense of community, we can overcome any obstacle, making
this story a fitting celebration of the enduring spirit of the festival.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Herschel and the Hanukkah
Goblins'?
The story follows Herschel, a clever traveler who arrives in a village facing a problem:
mischievous goblins are preventing the townspeople from celebrating Hanukkah. Herschel
must outsmart the goblins to restore the festival.

Who is the author of 'Herschel and the Hanukkah
Goblins'?
The book is written by Eric A. Kimmel, who is known for his engaging children's stories that
often draw on folklore.

What themes are explored in 'Herschel and the
Hanukkah Goblins'?
Key themes include the importance of tradition, cleverness and resourcefulness in
overcoming adversity, and the celebration of Hanukkah and its significance.

What do the goblins represent in the story?
The goblins symbolize obstacles and challenges that can prevent people from enjoying their
traditions and celebrations, reflecting the struggles faced by the Jewish community.

How does Herschel ultimately defeat the Hanukkah
goblins?
Herschel cleverly tricks the goblins by challenging them to a series of contests, using his
wit and knowledge of Hanukkah traditions to outsmart them.

What age group is 'Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins'
suitable for?
The book is primarily aimed at children aged 4 to 8, making it a popular choice for family
reading during the Hanukkah season.

Has 'Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins' received any



awards?
Yes, the book has won several awards, including the Sydney Taylor Book Award,
recognizing its contribution to children's literature that reflects Jewish themes.
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