hersheys sign language commercial 2022

Introduction

Hershey's Sign Language Commercial 2022 has garnered significant attention for its heartfelt
message and innovative approach to inclusivity. Released as part of Hershey's ongoing commitment
to diversity and representation, the commercial uses American Sign Language (ASL) to convey
emotions and connect with a broader audience. This article delves into the key elements of the
commercial, its impact, and the importance of representation in the advertising industry.

The Concept Behind the Commercial

The Hershey's Sign Language commercial centers around a touching narrative that revolves around
a family gathering. It features a mother, her child, and a group of friends celebrating a special
occasion with Hershey's chocolate treats. The use of ASL throughout the commercial is not merely a
gimmick; it serves to highlight the importance of including the Deaf and hard-of-hearing community
in mainstream media.

Storyline Overview

The commercial starts with a scene of a mother preparing a surprise for her child’s birthday. As
friends and family arrive, the excitement builds. The narrative unfolds through the use of ASL,
showcasing how the characters communicate joy, love, and anticipation without the need for spoken
words. This choice not only emphasizes the visual beauty of ASL but also enhances the emotional
depth of the story.

Visual and Auditory Elements

In addition to the compelling narrative, the commercial employs striking visual elements and a
carefully curated soundtrack. The cinematography captures the warmth of the family gathering, with
soft lighting and close-up shots that draw viewers into the intimate moments shared between
characters. The background music complements the ASL, enhancing the emotional resonance
without overshadowing the sign language.

Significance of Inclusion in Advertising

The Hershey's Sign Language commercial is a prime example of how brands can embrace diversity
and promote inclusivity. The representation of the Deaf community in advertising has historically
been limited, and this commercial marks a significant step forward in changing that narrative.



Breaking Stereotypes

One of the most significant impacts of the Hershey's commercial is its role in breaking stereotypes
associated with the Deaf community. By portraying Deaf characters in relatable, joyful situations,
the commercial challenges negative perceptions and promotes a more nuanced understanding of
Deaf culture. This representation helps debunk myths that often surround the Deaf community, such
as the idea that they are isolated or incapable of experiencing joy.

Creating Awareness and Understanding

Through the use of ASL, the Hershey's Sign Language commercial also serves an educational
purpose. Many viewers may not be familiar with ASL, and the commercial provides an opportunity
for learning. By showcasing sign language in a positive and engaging context, it encourages viewers
to learn and appreciate a language that is often overlooked.

Industry Impact

The Hershey's Sign Language commercial sets a benchmark for the advertising industry,
encouraging other brands to follow suit. As consumers increasingly demand authenticity and
inclusivity from the brands they support, companies are recognizing the importance of
representation.

Response from the Audience

The commercial received a warm reception from audiences, particularly from the Deaf community
and their allies. Social media platforms were abuzz with praise for Hershey's innovative approach.
Comments highlighted the emotional impact of the commercial and expressed gratitude for the
representation of Deaf culture in a mainstream advertisement.

Encouraging Other Brands

Following the positive response to the Hershey's commercial, other brands are likely to take notice.
The success of this campaign could lead to a ripple effect, encouraging more companies to
incorporate diverse narratives and characters into their advertising strategies. This shift could pave
the way for a more inclusive media landscape, where different cultures, languages, and communities
are represented authentically.

Learning from the Commercial

There are several lessons that can be drawn from the Hershey's Sign Language commercial for both



consumers and brands.

For Consumers

¢ Advocacy for Representation: Consumers can advocate for greater representation of
marginalized communities in media. Supporting brands that prioritize inclusivity sends a
strong message about the importance of diversity.

¢ Education and Awareness: Engaging with different cultures and languages, such as ASL,
can foster understanding and appreciation. Individuals can take the initiative to learn more
about the Deaf community and their experiences.

For Brands

1. Embrace Authenticity: Brands should strive to present authentic narratives that resonate
with diverse audiences. This involves listening to and collaborating with members of
underrepresented communities.

2. Engage with Communities: Building relationships with different communities can facilitate a
deeper understanding of their needs and preferences, leading to more meaningful
representation.

3. Prioritize Inclusivity: Companies should prioritize inclusivity in their marketing strategies,
recognizing that a diverse representation can enhance brand loyalty and customer
engagement.

Conclusion

The Hershey's Sign Language commercial from 2022 stands as a pivotal moment in advertising,
illustrating how brands can effectively embrace diversity and inclusivity. By using ASL to convey a
relatable and heartwarming story, Hershey's not only entertained but also educated its audience,
fostering greater awareness and appreciation for the Deaf community. As the industry moves
forward, it is essential for brands to remember the lessons learned from this commercial: that
representation matters, and that authentic storytelling can bridge gaps between communities. With
continued advocacy and commitment to inclusivity, the advertising landscape can evolve into a more
representative and compassionate space for all.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the Hershey's Sign Language
commercial 2022?

The main theme of the commercial is to promote inclusivity and raise awareness about the
importance of sign language in communication, especially within the deaf community.

Who directed the Hershey's Sign Language commercial 2022?

The commercial was directed by a prominent filmmaker known for focusing on diverse narratives
and representation.

How does the Hershey's commercial use sign language?

The commercial features actors using American Sign Language (ASL) to convey heartfelt messages
and connect emotionally with the audience, highlighting the joy of sharing Hershey's chocolate.

What specific message does the Hershey's Sign Language
commercial convey?

The commercial conveys the message that love and connection can transcend barriers, emphasizing
that everyone deserves to be included and celebrated.

What was the public's reaction to the Hershey's Sign
Language commercial?

The public's reaction was overwhelmingly positive, with many praising the brand for promoting sign
language and inclusivity while creating emotional connections.

Did the Hershey's Sign Language commercial feature any
notable celebrities?

Yes, the commercial featured well-known actors who are advocates for the deaf community, helping
to bring more visibility to sign language.

How did Hershey's incorporate sign language into their
marketing strategy?

Hershey's incorporated sign language into their marketing strategy by creating content that
resonates with diverse audiences, showcasing their commitment to inclusivity and representation.

What other initiatives did Hershey's launch alongside the Sign



Language commercial?

Alongside the commercial, Hershey's launched educational campaigns and resources to promote
sign language learning and support the deaf community.

Is the Hershey's Sign Language commercial part of a larger
campaign?

Yes, the commercial is part of a larger campaign focused on diversity, equity, and inclusion,
showcasing various forms of communication and connection.

Where can viewers watch the Hershey's Sign Language
commercial?

Viewers can watch the Hershey's Sign Language commercial on various platforms, including
television, YouTube, and social media channels.
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