HIDDEN FIGURES MOVIE GUIDE ANSWER KEY

HIDDEN FIGURES MOVIE GUIDE ANSWER KEY IS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR EDUCATORS, STUDENTS, AND FILM ENTHUSIASTS
LOOKING TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF THE FILM “HIDDEN FIGURES.” THE MOVIE, DIRECTED BY THEODORE MELFI AND
BASED ON THE BOOK BY MARGOT LEE SHETTERLY, TELLS THE INSPIRING TRUE STORY OF THREE AFRICAN AMERICAN
WOMEN—KATHERINE JOHNSON, DOROTHY V AUGHAN, AND MARY JACKSON—WHO PLAYED VITAL ROLES AT NASA DURING THE
SPACE RACE. THIS GUIDE AIMS TO PROVIDE INSIGHTS INTO THE FILM'S THEMES, CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT, HISTORICAL
CONTEXT, AND ITS IMPACT ON SOCIETY.

OvEerVIEW oOF HIDDEN FIGURES

“Hiopen FicUres” PreMiereD IN 2016 AND QUICKLY GAINED ACCLAIM FOR ITS POWERFUL STORYTELLING AND REPRESENTATION
OF UNSUNG HEROES IN AMERICAN HISTORY. |IT HIGHLIGHTS THE INTERSECTION OF RACE, GENDER, AND SCIENCE DURING A PIVOTAL
TIME IN THE UNITED STATES. THE FILM'S CENTRAL CHARACTERS FACE NOT ONLY PROFESSIONAL CHALLENGES BUT ALSO
PERSONAL STRUGGLES IN A SEGREGATED SOCIETY.

Key CHARACTERS

1. KATHERINE JoHNSON (T ARAJI P. HENSON): A BRILLIANT MATHEMATICIAN WHOSE CALCULATIONS WERE CRUCIAL FOR NASA's
EARLY SPACE MISSIONS. KATHERINE'S JOURNEY SHOWCASES HER DETERMINATION AND INTELLECT IN OVERCOMING RACIAL AND
GENDER BARRIERS.

2. DoroTHY VAUGHAN (OCTAVIA SPENCER): A MATHEMATICIAN AND THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN SUPERVISOR AT NASA.
DOROTHY'S LEADERSHIP AND FORESIGHT IN LEARNING COMPUTER PROGRAMMING DEMONSTRATE HER COMMITMENT TO HER TEAM'S

FUTURE.

3. MARYJACKSON (JANELLE MON E)Z AN ASPIRING ENGINEER WHO FIGHTS FOR HER RIGHT TO ATTEND AN ALL-WHITE ENGINEERING
CLASSES. MARY'S STORY IS ONE OF PERSEVERANCE AND BREAKING DOWN RACIAL BARRIERS IN EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT.

MaJOR THEMES

- RACE AND GENDER DISCRIMINATION: THE FILM ILLUSTRATES THE SYSTEMIC OBSTACLES FACED BY AFRICAN AMERICAN \WOMEN
IN THE WORKPLACE, PARTICULARLY IN STEM FIELDS. THE CHARACTERS EXPERIENCES REFLECT BROADER SOCIETAL ISSUES.

- EMPOWERMENT AND RESILIENCE: EACH OF THE WOMEN DISPLAYS RESILIENCE IN THE FACE OF ADVERSITY, EMPHASIZING THE
IMPORTANCE OF SELF-ADVOCACY AND THE SUPPORT OF COMMUNITY.

- TeEAMWORK AND COLLABORATION: THE FILM HIGHLIGHTS HOW COLLABORATION AMONG DIVERSE INDIVIDUALS CAN LEAD TO
GROUNDBREAKING ACHIEVEMENTS, SHOWCASING THE POWER OF UNITY.

HisToricAL CONTEXT

UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORICAL BACKDROP OF “HIDDEN FIGURES” IS ESSENTIAL FOR GRASPING THE FILM'S SIGNIFICANCE. THE
STORY IS SET DURING THE 1960s, A TIME MARKED BY THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT AND THE SPACE RACE.



THe SPACE RACE

- DEFINITION: THE SPACE RACE WAS A COMPETITION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE SOVIET UNION FOR SUPREMACY IN
SPACE EXPLORATION.

- Key EVenTs:

1957: THe SOVIET UNION LAUNCHES SPUTNIK, THE FIRST ARTIFICIAL SATELLITE.

196 1: YURI GAGARIN BECOMES THE FIRST HUMAN TO TRAVEL INTO SPACE.

1962: JoHN GLENN ORBITS EARTH, WITH CRITICAL CALCULATIONS PERFORMED BY KATHERINE JOHNSON.

THe CiviL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

- SIGNIFICANCE: THE ERA WAS DEFINED BY EFFORTS TO END RACIAL SEGREGATION AND DISCRIMINATION IN AMERICAN SOCIETY.

- Key FIGURES: LEADERS SUCH AS MARTIN LUTHER KING Jr., Rosa PARkS, AND MALCOLM X EMERGED DURING THIS TIME,
ADVOCATING FOR EQUALITY AND JUSTICE.

IMPACT oF HIDDEN FIGURES

“HIDDEN FIGURES” HAS HAD A PROFOUND IMPACT ON CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY, SPARKING DISCUSSIONS ABOUT
REPRESENTATION, DIVERSITY, AND THE IMPORTANCE OF RECOGNIZING CONTRIBUTIONS FROM MARGINALIZED GROUPS.

EDUCATIONAL IMPACT

- INCREASED AWARENESS: THE FILM HAS SERVED AS AN EDUCATIONAL TOOL, PROMPTING SCHOOLS TO INCLUDE DISCUSSIONS
ABOUT RACE, GENDER, AND THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF \WWOMEN IN STEM.

- INSPIRATION FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS: BY SHOWCASING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF KATHERINE, DOROTHY, AND MARY, THE FILM

ENCOURAGES YOUNG GIRLS, PARTICULARLY THOSE FROM UNDERREPRESENTED BACKGROUNDS, TO PURSUE CAREERS IN SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY.

CULTURAL IMPACT

- REPRESENTATION IN MEDIA: “HIDDEN FIGURES” HAS CONTRIBUTED TO THE ONGOING DIALOGUE ABOUT REPRESENTATION IN
HOLLY\X/OOD/ EMPHASIZING THE NEED FOR MORE STORIES ABOUT DIVERSE FIGURES IN HISTORY.

- RECOGNITION AND AWARDS: THE FILM RECEIVED SEVERAL ACCOLADES, INCLUDING THREE ACADEMY AWARD NOMINATIONS AND
RECOGNITION AT VARIOUS FILM FESTIVALS.

DiscussioN QUESTIONS AND ACTIVITIES

T O ENHANCE UNDERSTANDING AND ENGAGEMENT WITH THE FILM, HERE ARE SOME DISCUSSION QUESTIONS AND ACTIVITIES THAT
MAY ACCOMPANY THE HIDDEN FIGURES MOVIE GUIDE ANSWER KEY.



DiscussioN QUESTIONS

1. How DO THE PERSONAL STRUGGLES OF KATHERINE, DOROTHY, AND MARY REFLECT THE BROADER SOCIETAL ISSUES OF THE
1960s?

2. IN WHAT WAYS DID EACH WOMAN’S CONTRIBUTIONS IMPACT NASA’S SUCCESS DURING THE SPACE RACE?

3. DISCUSS HOW THE FILM PORTRAYS THE IMPORTANCE OF MENTORSHIP AND SUPPORT IN OVERCOMING OBSTACLES.

4. \X/HAT LESSONS CAN BE LEARNED FROM THE CHARACTERS’ EXPERIENCES THAT APPLY TO CONTEMPORARY ISSUES OF
DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION IN THE \WORKPLACE?

5. How DOES THE FILM CHALLENGE STEREOTYPES ABOUT WOMEN AND AFRICAN AMERICANS IN STEM FIELDS?

ACTIVITIES

- RESEARCH PROJECT: STUDENTS CAN RESEARCH THE HISTORY OF NASA AND THE ROLE OF WOMEN, PARTICULARLY \WOMEN OF
COLOR, IN THE SPACE PROGRAM. PRESENT FINDINGS IN A CREATIVE FORMAT, SUCH AS A PRESENTATION OR A REPORT.

- CReATIVE WRITING: WRITE A LETTER FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF ONE OF THE MAIN CHARACTERS ADDRESSED TO A YOUNG GIRL
INTERESTED IN PURSUING A STEM CAREER. SHARE ADVICE AND ENCOURAGEMENT BASED ON THEIR EXPERIENCES.

- GrouP DiscussioN: ORGANIZE A GROUP DISCUSSION OR DEBATE ON THE SIGNIFICANCE OF REPRESENTATION IN MEDIA. EXPLORE
How “HIDDEN FIGURES” HAS INFLUENCED PERCEPTIONS OF WOMEN IN SCIENCE.

CoNCLUSION

THE HIDDEN FIGURES MOVIE GUIDE ANSWER KEY SERVES AS AN ESSENTIAL TOOL FOR ANYONE LOOKING TO EXPLORE THE
COMPLEXITIES AND TRIUMPHS DEPICTED IN THIS REMARKABLE FILM. BY EXAMINING THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT, THEMES, AND
CHARACTERS, AUDIENCES CAN APPRECIATE THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF KATHERINEJOHNSON, DoroTHY \/AUGHAN/ AND MARY
JACKSON To BOTH NASA AND THE FIGHT FOR EQUALITY. THEIR STORIES ARE A TESTAMENT TO RESILIENCE, INTELLIGENCE, AND
THE NECESSITY OF INCLUSIVITY IN ALL FIELDS, PARTICULARLY THOSE THAT SHAPE THE FUTURE. AS WE CONTINUE TO LEARN
FROM THEIR EXPERIENCES, “HIDDEN FIGURES” REMAINS A POWERFUL REMINDER OF THE IMPORTANCE OF RECOGNIZING AND HONORING
THE HIDDEN FIGURES IN OUR OWN LIVES AND COMMUNITIES.

FREQUENTLY ASKeED QUESTIONS

\WHAT THEMES ARE EXPLORED IN THE MOVIE 'HIDDEN FIGURES'?

THE MOVIE EXPLORES THEMES OF RACE, GENDER EQUALITY, PERSEVERANCE, AND THE IMPORTANCE OF DIVERSITY IN THE
WORKPLACE, PARTICULARLY IN STEM FIELDS.

\W/HO ARE THE MAIN CHARACTERS IN 'HIDDEN FIGURES' AND THEIR SIGNIFICANCE?

THE MAIN CHARACTERS ARE KATHERINE JOHNSON, DOROTHY V AUGHAN, AND MARY JACKSON, WHO WERE VITAL INNASA's
EARLY SPACE MISSIONS AND EXEMPLIFIED THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMEN IN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY.

How pokes ‘HIDDEN FIGURES' PORTRAY THE CHALLENGES FACED BY THE CHARACTERS?

THE FILM HIGHLIGHTS THE SYSTEMIC RACISM AND SEXISM THE CHARACTERS FACED, SHOWCASING THEIR STRUGGLES FOR RESPECT
AND RECOGNITION IN A PREDOMINANTLY WHITE AND MALE ENVIRONMENT.



\WHAT ROLE DID MATHEMATICS PLAY IN THE STORY OF 'HIDDEN FIGURES'?

MATHEMATICS WAS CENTRAL TO THE PLOT, AS KATHERINEJOHNSON)S CALCULATIONS WERE CRUCIAL FOR THE SUCCESS OF
JOHN GLENN'S ORBITAL FLIGHT, ILLUSTRATING THE POWER OF INTELLECT AND EXPERTISE IRRESPECTIVE OF RACE OR GENDER.

WHAT IMPACT DID 'HIDDEN FIGURES' HAVE ON PUBLIC PERCEPTION OF NASA's
HISTORY?

THE FILM BROUGHT ATTENTION TO THE OVERLOOKED CONTRIBUTIONS OF AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMEN IN NASA’s HISTORY,
PROMPTING DISCUSSIONS ABOUT DIVERSITY IN SCIENCE AND INSPIRING FUTURE GENERATIONS TO PURSUE CAREERS IN STEM.
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