HIDDEN FIGURES MOVIE WATCHING NOTES GUIDE ANSWER KEY

HIDDEN FIGURES MOVIE WATCHING NOTES GUIDE ANSWER KEY SERVES AS AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR ANYONE LOOKING TO
GAIN A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF THE FILM “HIDDEN FIGURES,H WHICH SHOWCASES THE REMARKABLE CONTRIBUTIONS OF THREE
AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMEN AT NASA DURING THE SPACE RACE. THIS GUIDE PROVIDES INSIGHTS INTO THE FILM'S THEMES,
CHARACTERS, HISTORICAL CONTEXT, AND MORE, MAKING IT A VALUABLE TOOL FOR STUDENTS, EDUCATORS, AND FILM
ENTHUSIASTS ALIKE. WHETHER YOU'RE PREPARING FOR A DISCUSSION, WRITING A PAPER, OR SIMPLY WANT TO ENHANCE YOUR
VIEWING EXPERIENCE, THIS GUIDE WILL HELP YOU NAVIGATE THROUGH THE FILM'S SIGNIFICANT ASPECTS.

OverVIEW ofF "Hippen FIGUrRes”

“HiDDEN FIGURES,” DIRECTED BY THEODORE MELFI AND RELEASED IN 2016, IS BASED ON THE TRUE STORY OF KATHERINE
JoHNSON, DOROTHY V AUGHAN, AND MARY JACKSON. THESE WOMEN PLAYED PIVOTAL ROLES AT NASA, OVERCOMING RACIAL
AND GENDER BARRIERS TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE SUCCESS OF THE UNITED STATES' EARLY SPACE MISSIONS. THE FILM NOT ONLY
HIGHLIGHTS THEIR INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENTS BUT ALSO SHEDS LIGHT ON THE SYSTEMIC CHALLENGES THEY FACED DURING THE
1960s.

Key CHARACTERS

UNDERSTANDING THE MAIN CHARACTERS IS CRUCIAL FOR APPRECIATING THE NARRATIVE:

1. KATHERINE JoHNSON (PLAYED BY TARAJI P. HENSON)
- A BRILLIANT MATHEMATICIAN WHO CALCULATED FLIGHT TRAJECTORIES FOR NASA.
- FACED CHALLENGES IN A SEGREGATED WORKPLACE BUT PROVED HER WORTH THROUGH HER SKILLS.

2. DoroTHY VAUGHAN (PLAYED BY OCTAVIA SPENCER)
- AN EXPERT IN COMPUTER PROGRAMMING AND THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN SUPERVISOR AT NASA.
- ADVOCATED FOR HER TEAM AND LEARNED FORTRAN TO ADAPT TO THE CHANGING TECHNOLOGY.

3. MARY JAacksoN (PLAYED BY JANELLE MoNP] E)
- AN ASPIRING ENGINEER WHO FOUGHT FOR THE RIGHT TO PURSUE HER EDUCATION.
- CHALLENGED THE LEGAL SYSTEM TO ACHIEVE HER DREAM OF BECOMING AN ENGINEER.

THEMES EXPLORED IN THE FILM

“HIDDEN FIGURES” DELVES INTO SEVERAL PROFOUND THEMES THAT RESONATE WITH AUDIENCES, MAKING IT MORE THAN JUST A
BIOGRAPHICAL FILM.

1. RAcIAL AND GENDER INEQUALITY

THE FILM POIGNANTLY ILLUSTRATES THE DISCRIMINATION FACED BY AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMEN IN THE WORKPLACE. KEY
MOMENTS INCLUDE:

- SEGREGATION AT NASA: THE CHARACTERS OFTEN ENCOUNTER SEPARATE FACILITIES AND SERVICES, HIGHLIGHTING THE
PERVASIVE RACISM OF THE TIME.

- GENDER BIAS: DESPITE THEIR QUALIFICATIONS, THE WOMEN MUST NAVIGATE A MALE-DOMINATED ENVIRONMENT WHERE THEIR
CONTRIBUTIONS ARE FREQUENTLY OVERLOOKED.



2. THe Power oF EDUCATION

EDUCATION IS PORTRAYED AS A VITAL TOOL FOR EMPOWERMENT:

- KATHERINE'S SELF-TAUGHT SKILLS ENABLE HER TO EXCEL IN A PREDOMINANTLY WHITE INSTITUTION.
- DOROTHY’S PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE IN COMPUTER PROGRAMMING SHOWCASES THE IMPORTANCE OF ADAPTING TO
TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS.

3. ReSILIENCE AND DETERMINATION

THE DETERMINATION OF THE MAIN CHARACTERS IS A CENTRAL ELEMENT OF THE NARRATIVE:

- EACH WOMAN’S JOURNEY REFLECTS A STEADFAST COMMITMENT TO THEIR GOALS DESPITE THE OBSTACLES THEY FACE.
- THEIR COLLABORATION AND SUPPORT FOR ONE ANOTHER EMPHASIZE THE STRENGTH FOUND IN COMMUNITY.

HisToricAL CONTEXT

To FULLY APPRECIATE “HIDDEN FIGURESIH IT’S IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND THE HISTORICAL BACKDROP OF THE FILM.

1. THE SPACE RACE

THE FILM IS SET AGAINST THE BACKDROP OF THE CoLD W AR AND THE SPACE RACE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE
SoVIET UNION. SIGNIFICANT EVENTS INCLUDE:

- THE LAUNCH OF SPUTNIK IN 1957 MARKED THE START OF THE COMPETITIVE PUSH FOR SPACE EXPLORATION.
- NASA’S ESTABLISHMENT IN 1958 AIMED TO ADVANCE THE U.S. SPACE PROGRAM.

2. THe CiviL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

THe 1960s WEeRe A PIVOTAL TIME FOR THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT, WHICH SOUGHT TO END RACIAL SEGREGATION AND
DISCRIMINATION. KEY ASPECTS INCLUDE:

- THE FIGHT FOR VOTING RIGHTS, DESEGREGATION OF SCHOOLS, AND EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES.
- PROMINENT FIGURES LIKE MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. AND MALCOLM X PLAYED CRUCIAL ROLES DURING THIS ERA.

W ATCHING NOTES: KEY SceNes AND DiscussioN PoINTS

AS YoU WATCH “HIDDEN FIGURES,” TAKE NOTE OF THE FOLLOWING SIGNIFICANT SCENES AND DISCUSSION POINTS THAT
ENCAPSULATE THE FILM’S CORE MESSAGES.

1. KATHERINE’S FIRST DAY AT NASA

CONSIDER THE IMPACT OF KATHERINE'S ENTRANCE INTO A PREDOMINANTLY WHITE, MALE ENVIRONMENT. REFLECT ON:

- How THE REACTION OF HER COWORKERS SETS THE TONE FOR HER EXPERIENCES AT NASA.



- THE INITIAL CHALLENGES SHE FACES IN GAINING RESPECT FOR HER CAPABILITIES.

2. THe BATHROOM SCENE

ONE OF THE PIVOTAL MOMENTS IN THE FILM OCCURS WHEN KATHERINE IS DENIED ACCESS TO THE “"WHITES-ONLY" BATHROOM.
Discuss:

- THE SYMBOLISM OF THIS SCENE IN RELATION TO RACIAL SEGREGATION.
- HOw THIS MOMENT IMPACTS KATHERINE'S DETERMINATION TO SUCCEED.

3. DOROTHY’S PROMOTION

DOROTHY’S FIGHT FOR RECOGNITION AND HER EVENTUAL PROMOTION AS A SUPERVISOR IS ANOTHER CRITICAL MOMENT.
ANALYZE:

- THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS ACHIEVEMENT IN THE CONTEXT OF WORKPLACE EQUALITY.
- How DOROTHY’S LEADERSHIP INFLUENCES HER TEAM AND BREAKS BARRIERS.

ConcLusioN: THe LEGacy ofF “HIDDEN FIGURES”

“HIDDEN FIGURES” IS NOT JUST A FILM ABOUT THREE EXTRAORDINARY WOMEN; IT IS A POWERFUL REMINDER OF THE RESILIENCE
AND INGENUITY OF THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN HISTORICALLY MARGINALIZED. AS YOU REFLECT ON THE FILM USING THIS WATCHING
NOTES GUIDE ANSWER KEY, CONSIDER THE ONGOING RELEVANCE OF ITS THEMES IN TODAY’S SOCIETY. THE CHALLENGES FACED BY
KATHERINE, DOROTHY, AND MARY RESONATE IN CONTEMPORARY DISCUSSIONS ABOUT RACE, GENDER EQUALITY, AND
REPRESENTATION IN STEM FIELDS.

BY ENGAGING WITH THE FILM ON THIS DEEPER LEVEL, VIEWERS CAN APPRECIATE NOT ONLY THE REMARKABLE ACHIEVEMENTS OF
THESE WOMEN BUT ALSO THE LARGER SOCIETAL CHANGES THEY HELPED INSPIRE. “HIDDEN FIGURES” SERVES AS BOTH AN

EDUCATIONAL TOOL AND A SOURCE OF INSPIRATION, ENCOURAGING US ALL TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF THOSE
WHO HAVE HISTORICALLY BEEN HIDDEN FROM VIEW.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE THE MAIN THEMES EXPLORED IN ‘HIDDEN FIGURES'?

THE MAIN THEMES INCLUDE RACIAL SEGREGATION, GENDER EQUALITY, AND THE IMPORTANCE OF PERSEVERANCE AND INTELLIGENCE
IN OVERCOMING SOCIETAL BARRIERS.

\WHO ARE THE THREE MAIN CHARACTERS IN ‘HIDDEN FIGURES'?

THE THREE MAIN CHARACTERS ARE KATHERINE JOHNSON, DOROTHY V AUGHAN, AND MARY JACKSON, WHO ARE AFRICAN
AMERICAN WOMEN MATHEMATICIANS WORKING AT NASA.

\WHAT HISTORICAL EVENT IS CENTRAL TO THE PLOT oF ‘HiDDEN FIGURES'?

THE PLOT CENTERS AROUND THE SPACE RACE, PARTICULARLY THE LAUNCH OFJOHN GLENN'S FRIENDSHIP 7 MISSION.



How poEs ‘HIDDEN FIGURES’ ADDRESS THE ISSUE OF WORKPLACE DISCRIMINATION?

THE FILM HIGHLIGHTS THE STRUGGLES THE MAIN CHARACTERS FACE DUE TO THEIR RACE AND GENDER, ILLUSTRATING THE
SYSTEMIC BARRIERS IN THEIR WORK ENVIRONMENT AT NASA.

\WHAT ROLE DID KATHERINE JOHNSON PLAY IN JOHN GLENN'S MISSION?

KATHERINE_JOHNSON W AS RESPONSIBLE FOR CALCULATING THE TRAJECTORY FORJOHN GLENN'S ORBITAL FLIGHT, ENSURING THE
MISSION’S SUCCESS.

How DOES THE FILM DEPICT THE IMPORTANCE OF TEAMWORK AND COLLABORATION?

THE FILM SHOWCASES HOW DIFFERENT DEPARTMENTS AND INDIVIDUALS AT NASA HAD TO WORK TOGETHER, EMPHASIZING THAT
COLLABORATION WAS KEY TO OVERCOMING CHALLENGES.

WHAT IMPACT DID 'HIDDEN FIGURES' HAVE ON PUBLIC AWARENESS OF WOMEN'S
CONTRIBUTIONS TO STEM FIELDS?

THE FILM RAISED AW ARENESS ABOUT THE UNDERREPRESENTED CONTRIBUTIONS OF WOMEN, PARTICULARLY WOMEN OF COLOR, IN
STEM, INSPIRING NEW GENERATIONS TO PURSUE CAREERS IN THESE FIELDS.

\WHAT ARE SOME NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS OF DOROTHY VAUGHAN IN ‘HIDDEN
FIGURES'?

DOROTHY V AUGHAN BECAME A LEADER IN HER DEPARTMENT, LEARNED PROGRAMMING IN FORTRAN, AND WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN
TRANSITIONING HER TEAM TO COMPUTER PROGRAMMING.

How DOES THE FILM PORTRAY THE PERSONAL LIVES OF THE MAIN CHARACTERS?

THE FILM PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO THEIR PERSONAL STRUGGLES, INCLUDING FAMILY DYNAMICS, RELATIONSHIPS, AND THE BALANCE
BETWEEN WORK AND HOME LIFE DURING A TURBULENT TIME IN AMERICAN HISTORY.

WHAT MESSAGE DOES 'HIDDEN FIGURES' CONVEY ABOUT PERSEVERANCE?

THE FILM CONVEYS THAT PERSEVERANCE IN THE FACE OF ADVERSITY CAN LEAD TO SIGNIFICANT ACHIEVEMENTS AND THAT
INDIVIDUAL DETERMINATION CAN CHALLENGE SOCIETAL NORMS.
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