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The transition from high school to college is a pivotal moment in a student's
life, filled with excitement and uncertainty. One of the best ways for
students to explore their college options is through a high school scavenger
hunt for college websites. This engaging and interactive activity not only
helps students become familiar with various institutions but also encourages
them to actively seek information that will aid in their decision-making
process. By navigating through college websites, students can gain insights
into academic programs, campus life, financial aid, and more. This article
will detail how to organize a successful scavenger hunt, the benefits of this
activity, and tips for maximizing its effectiveness.

Understanding the Scavenger Hunt Concept

A scavenger hunt is a fun, interactive activity where participants search for
specific items or information within a designated area. When applied to
college websites, it involves students exploring various online resources to
find answers to predetermined questions or clues. This format encourages
teamwork, critical thinking, and digital literacy, as students learn to
navigate the complex world of college information.

Setting Objectives for the Scavenger Hunt

Before diving into the scavenger hunt, it is essential to establish clear
objectives. Here are some possible goals:

1. Familiarize students with college options: Introduce students to a variety
of colleges and universities, helping them understand the differences in
programs, campus culture, and admissions criteria.

2. Enhance research skills: Teach students how to effectively navigate
college websites, enhancing their ability to find relevant information.

3. Promote teamwork: Encourage students to work in pairs or small groups,
fostering collaboration and communication skills.

4. Cultivate decision-making: Equip students with the knowledge they need to
make informed choices about their future educational paths.

Designing the Scavenger Hunt



Creating an exciting and educational scavenger hunt requires thoughtful
planning. Below are the steps to design an effective scavenger hunt:

Step 1: Choose the Colleges

Select a diverse list of colleges and universities for students to research.
Consider including:

- Public universities

- Private colleges

- Community colleges

- Specialized institutions (e.g., art schools, technical colleges)

Aim for a mix of institutions to expose students to a range of educational
opportunities.

Step 2: Develop Clues and Questions

Craft a list of clues or questions that students must answer while exploring
the college websites. Here are some examples:

1. Find the undergraduate majors offered: What are three unique majors not
commonly found at other institutions?

2. Explore campus life: What are two student organizations you could join to
enhance your college experience?

3. Investigate financial aid: What types of scholarships does the college
offer to incoming freshmen?

4. Check admission requirements: What is the average GPA of admitted students
for the last academic year?

5. Discover campus facilities: Name a unique facility on campus that supports
student learning.

These questions should encourage students to navigate various sections of the
college websites, such as academics, student life, admissions, and financial
aid.

Step 3: Organize Teams

Divide students into small groups or pairs to encourage collaboration. Assign
each team a list of colleges to research, ensuring a mix of institutions for
each group. This strategy will foster discussion and allow students to share
their findings.



Step 4: Set a Time Limit

Decide on a reasonable time frame for the scavenger hunt. Depending on the
number of colleges and questions, a time limit of 1 to 2 hours is typically
effective. This constraint adds an element of excitement and urgency to the
activity.

Executing the Scavenger Hunt

Once the scavenger hunt is designed, it’'s time to put the plan into action.
Here are some tips for a successful execution:

Provide Necessary Tools

Ensure that each student or team has access to a device with internet
connectivity, such as laptops, tablets, or smartphones. Additionally, provide
them with a notepad or digital document to record their findings.

Encourage Exploration

Remind students that the goal is to explore the websites fully, not just find
quick answers. Encourage them to take note of interesting programs, campus
events, or resources that catch their attention.

Facilitate Discussion

After the scavenger hunt, lead a discussion session where teams can share
their findings. This debriefing will not only reinforce what they learned but
also spark interest in colleges they may not have initially considered.

Benefits of a High School Scavenger Hunt for
College Websites

Engaging in a scavenger hunt for college websites offers numerous benefits
for high school students:



1. Increased Engagement

The interactive nature of a scavenger hunt keeps students engaged and
motivated to learn about potential colleges. This hands-on approach is often
more effective than traditional methods of information gathering.

2. Development of Research Skills

Students hone their research skills by navigating various college websites.
They learn to locate information quickly and efficiently, a skill that will
serve them well in their academic and professional futures.

3. Broadening Perspectives

By exploring a variety of colleges, students are exposed to institutions they
may not have considered. This broadened perspective can help them make more
informed choices about their higher education options.

4. Building Teamwork and Social Skills

Working in teams fosters collaboration, communication, and problem-solving
skills. These competencies are essential for success not only in college but
also in the workplace.

5. Fun and Memorable Experience

The scavenger hunt format adds an element of fun to the college exploration
process. Students are more likely to remember their experiences and the
information they gathered, making the entire process more impactful.

Tips for Maximizing the Scavenger Hunt
Experience

To ensure the scavenger hunt is as effective and enjoyable as possible,
consider the following tips:



1. Customize the Questions

Tailor the clues and questions to the specific interests of the students. For
instance, if a group is particularly interested in studying the sciences,
include more questions related to STEM programs.

2. Include a Reflection Component

After the scavenger hunt, have students reflect on what they learned and how
it may influence their college choices. This reflection can be done through
written essays, presentations, or group discussions.

3. Incorporate Technology

Consider using apps or online platforms to facilitate the scavenger hunt.
Tools like Google Forms or Kahoot can streamline the process and enhance
engagement.

4. Offer Prizes or Incentives

To increase motivation, consider offering small prizes for the teams that
complete the scavenger hunt first or those that provide the most
comprehensive answers. This reward system can make the activity more
competitive and exciting.

5. Follow Up with College Visits

Encourage students to follow up their online research with in-person college
visits. This combination of virtual and physical exploration can provide a
well-rounded understanding of potential colleges.

Conclusion

A high school scavenger hunt for college websites is an innovative and
engaging way for students to explore their options for higher education.
Through collaboration, exploration, and research, students can gain valuable
insights that will aid them in making informed decisions about their future.
By implementing this activity in a high school setting, educators can empower
students with the skills and knowledge they need to navigate the complex
world of college admissions effectively. As students embark on their



educational journeys, a scavenger hunt can serve as a memorable and impactful
experience, setting the stage for success in their academic pursuits.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a high school scavenger hunt for college
websites?

A high school scavenger hunt for college websites is an interactive activity
where students explore various college websites to find specific information,
such as admission requirements, campus facilities, and scholarship
opportunities.

How can a scavenger hunt help students in their
college search?

A scavenger hunt can make the college search process more engaging and fun,
helping students to actively learn about different colleges, clarify their
preferences, and identify institutions that align with their academic and
personal goals.

What types of questions might be included in a
college website scavenger hunt?

Questions might include finding the acceptance rate, identifying three unique
programs offered, locating the tuition costs, or discovering the school's
mascot.

Can teachers incorporate technology in a college
scavenger hunt?

Yes, teachers can utilize technology by creating online forms or using apps
that allow students to submit their findings electronically, making it easier
to track responses and provide instant feedback.

What skills do students develop through a college
scavenger hunt?

Students develop research skills, critical thinking, and digital literacy as
they navigate different college websites and evaluate the information they
find.

How can students collaborate during the scavenger



hunt?

Students can work in pairs or small groups to discuss their findings, share
insights, and divide tasks to cover more ground efficiently while fostering
teamwork.

Are there any specific colleges that are popular for
scavenger hunts?

While any college can be included, popular choices often include large
universities with extensive online resources, such as the University of
California system, Ivy League schools, and local state universities.

What is the best way to wrap up a college scavenger
hunt?

A great way to wrap up is to have a discussion or presentation where students
share their findings, reflect on what they learned, and discuss their
thoughts on the colleges they researched.
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