HIGHER ORDER THINKING QUESTIONS FOR PRESCHOOL

HIGHER ORDER THINKING QUESTIONS FOR PRESCHOOL ARE ESSENTIAL TOOLS IN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION, DESIGNED TO
STIMULATE CRITICAL THINKING, CREATIVITY, AND PROBLEM~SOLVING SKILLS IN YOUNG LEARNERS. AS EDUCATORS AND
CAREGIVERS, FOSTERING AN ENVIRONMENT THAT ENCOURAGES EXPLORATION AND INQUIRY IS CRUCIAL FOR CHILDREN'S COGNITIVE
DEVELOPMENT. THIS ARTICLE WILL DELVE INTO THE SIGNIFICANCE OF HIGHER-ORDER THINKING IN PRESCHOOL SETTINGS, EFFECTIVE
STRATEGIES FOR IMPLEMENTING SUCH QUESTIONS, AND A WIDE ARRAY OF EXAMPLES THAT CAN BE USED TO ENGAGE YOUNG
MINDS.

UNDERSTANDING HIGHER ORDER THINKING

HIGHER ORDER THINKING (HOT) REFERS TO THE PROCESS OF THINKING THAT GOES BEYOND BASIC MEMORIZATION AND RECALL OF
FACTS. |T INVOLVES ANALYZING, EVALUATING, AND CREATING BASED ON THE INFORMATION PRESENTED. THIS TYPE OF THINKING
IS CRITICAL FOR DEVELOPING COGNITIVE SKILLS THAT CHILDREN WILL NEED THROUGHOUT THEIR LIVES. IN PRESCHOOL, IT's
ESSENTIAL TO INTRODUCE CHILDREN TO THESE CONCEPTS IN A DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRIATE MANNER.

THE IMPORTANCE oF HIGHER ORDER THINKING IN PRESCHOOL

1. ENHANCES COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT: ENGAGING CHILDREN IN HIGHER ORDER THINKING ACTIVITIES ENCOURAGES THEM TO THINK
CRITICALLY AND CREATIVELY, HELPING TO DEVELOP THEIR COGNITIVE ABILITIES.

2. PRoMOTES ENGAGEMENT: HOT QUESTIONS OFTEN REQUIRE CHILDREN TO THINK DEEPLY, FOSTERING A SENSE OF CURIOSITY
AND ENGAGEMENT IN LEARNING ACTIVITIES.

3. BuiLbs PROBLEM-SOLVING SKILLS: ENCOURAGING CHILDREN TO ANALYZE SITUATIONS AND COME UP WITH SOLUTIONS HELPS
THEM DEVELOP ESSENTIAL PROBLEM-SOLVING SKILLS.

4. ENcourRAGES COMMUNICATION: HOT QUESTIONS OFTEN REQUIRE CHILDREN TO ARTICULATE THEIR THOUGHTS AND
REASONING, ENHANCING THEIR LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION SKILLS.

5. FOSTERS INDEPENDENCE: W/HEN CHILDREN ARE ENCOURAGED TO THINK CRITICALLY, THEY BECOME MORE CONFIDENT AND
INDEPENDENT LEARNERS.

IMPLEMENTING HIGHER ORDER THINKING QUESTIONS

TO EFFECTIVELY INCORPORATE HIGHER ORDER THINKING QUESTIONS IN A PRESCHOOL SETTING, EDUCATORS SHOULD CONSIDER
THE FOLLOWING STRATEGIES:

CREATING A SUPPORTIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

- ENCOURAGE EXPLORATION: PROVIDE MATERIALS AND ACTIVITIES THAT ENCOURAGE CHILDREN TO EXPLORE AND DISCOVER.
THIS COULD INCLUDE SENSORY BINS, BUILDING BLOCKS, ART SUPPLIES, AND NATURE EXPLORATION.

- MoDEL THINKING ALOUD: DEMONSTRATE YOUR THINKING PROCESS WHILE SOLVING PROBLEMS OR ANSWERING QUESTIONS. THIS
HELPS CHILDREN UNDERSTAND HOW TO APPROACH COMPLEX QUESTIONS.

- BE PATIENT: ALLOW CHILDREN TIME TO THINK AND RESPOND. HIGHER ORDER THINKING OFTEN REQUIRES MORE TIME THAN SIMPLE
RECALL QUESTIONS.

TypPes oF HIGHER ORDER THINKING QUESTIONS

To ENGAGE PRESCHOOLERS, QUESTIONS SHOULD BE OPEN-ENDED AND ENCOURAGE DISCUSSION. HERE ARE SOME TYPES OF
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:



1. ANALYTICAL QUESTIONS: THESE QUESTIONS ASK CHILDREN TO ANALYZE AND BREAK DOWN INFORMATION.
- “W/HAT DO YOU THINK WILL HAPPEN IF WE MIX THESE TWO COLORSP”
- “How ARE THESE TWO ANIMALS SIMILAR AND DIFFERENT?”

2. EVALUATIVE QUESTIONS: THESE QUESTIONS PROMPT CHILDREN TO MAKE JUDGMENTS OR ASSESS A SITUATION.
- “W/HICH TOY DO YOU THINK IS THE MOST FUN? W/ HY?”
- “W/HAT IS YOUR FAVORITE STORY, AND WHAT MAKES IT SPECIALP”

3. CReATIVE QUESTIONS: THESE QUESTIONS ENCOURAGE CHILDREN TO THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX AND EXPRESS THEIR
CREATIVITY.

- “IF YOU COULD CREATE A NEW ANIMAL, WHAT WOULD IT LOOK LIKEP”

- “W/HAT WOULD YOU DO IF YOU COULD FLY FOR A DAY?”

4. RerLECTIVE QUESTIONS: THESE QUESTIONS HELP CHILDREN THINK ABOUT THEIR EXPERIENCES AND FEELINGS.
- “How DID YOU FEEL WHEN YOU FINISHED YOUR PAINTING?”
- “NWHAT WAS THE BEST PART OF YOUR DAY TODAYP”

ExAMPLES OF HIGHER ORDER THINKING QUESTIONS

TO FURTHER ILLUSTRATE HOW TO IMPLEMENT HIGHER ORDER THINKING QUESTIONS, HERE ARE SOME SPECIFIC EXAMPLES
CATEGORIZED BY ACTIVITY TYPE:

DURING STORYTIME:
- “W/HAT DO YOU THINK THE CHARACTER FELT WHEN THAT HAPPENED? CAN YOU EXPLAIN WHY?”
- “IF YOU COULD CHANGE THE ENDING OF THIS STORY, WHAT WOULD YOU CHANGE AND WHY?”

IN ART ACTIVITIES:
- “CAN YOU TELL ME ABOUT THE COLORS YOU CHOSE FOR YOUR PICTURE? \WHY DID YOU PICK THOSE COLORS?”
- “NW/HAT STORY DOES YOUR DRAWING TELLP”

IN SCIENCE EXPLORATION:
- “W/HAT DO YOU THINK WILL HAPPEN TO THE PLANT IF WE DON’T WATER IT?”
- “How CAN WE FIND OUT WHICH OBJECT IS HEAVIER? WHAT SHOULD WE DO?P”

IN PLAYTIME:

- “NW/HAT WOULD HAPPEN IF WE BUILT A TOWER THAT WAS REALLY TALL? HOW CAN WE MAKE IT STAY UPP”
- “IF YOU COULD BE ANY CHARACTER IN YOUR GAME, WHO WOULD YOU BE AND WHY?”

ASSESSING HIGHER ORDER THINKING SKILLS

EVALUATING WHETHER CHILDREN ARE ENGAGING IN HIGHER ORDER THINKING CAN BE CHALLENGING, BUT THERE ARE SEVERAL
STRATEGIES EDUCATORS CAN USE!:

OBSERVATION

- W/ ATCH FOR ENGAGEMENT: ARE CHILDREN ACTIVELY PARTICIPATING IN DISCUSSIONS? ARE THEY ASKING QUESTIONS?
- LISTEN To RESPONSES: PAY ATTENTION TO THE DEPTH OF CHILDREN'S ANSWERS. ARE THEY PROVIDING EXPLANATIONS AND
REASONING?



DOCUMENTATION

- Keep RECORDS: MAINTAIN ANECDOTAL RECORDS OF CHILDREN'S ANSWERS TO HOT QUESTIONS. THIS CAN HELP TRACK THEIR
PROGRESS OVER TIME.

- Use PORTFOLIOS: INCLUDE EXAMPLES OF CHILDREN’S WORK AND THEIR RESPONSES TO HOT QUESTIONS IN A PORTFOLIO TO
SHOWCASE THEIR THINKING DEVELOPMENT.

FeepeAack

- ProviDe CoNSTRUCTIVE FEEDBACK: OFFER POSITIVE REINFORCEMENT AND ENCOURAGEMENT WHEN CHILDREN ENGAGE IN HIGHER
ORDER THINKING. HIGHLIGHT THEIR THOUGHT PROCESSES AND REASONING.

CHALLENGES IN IMPLEMENTING HIGHER ORDER THINKING QUESTIONS

W/HILE THE BENEFITS OF HIGHER ORDER THINKING QUESTIONS ARE CLEAR, THERE ARE CHALLENGES EDUCATORS MAY FACE:

DEVELOPMENTAL APPROPRIATENESS

- NOT ALL PRESCHOOLERS MAY BE READY FOR COMPLEX QUESTIONS. IT'S ESSENTIAL TO TAILOR QUESTIONS TO THE
DEVELOPMENTAL LEVELS OF CHILDREN IN YOUR CLASSROOM.

TiMe CONSTRAINTS

- ENGAGING CHILDREN IN DEEPER DISCUSSIONS MAY TAKE MORE TIME THAN TRADITIONAL TEACHING METHODS. EDUCATORS MUST
FIND A BALANCE BETWEEN COVERING CURRICULUM AND FOSTERING THINKING SKILLS.

CREATING A SAFE ENVIRONMENT

- CHILDREN MUST FEEL SAFE TO EXPRESS THEIR THOUGHTS AND MAKE MISTAKES. BUILDING A TRUSTING CLASSROOM COMMUNITY
IS CRUCIAL FOR EFFECTIVE HOT IMPLEMENTATION.

CoNCLUSION

INCORPORATING HIGHER ORDER THINKING QUESTIONS FOR PRESCHOOL IS A VITAL ASPECT OF EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
THAT CAN SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACT CHILDREN'S COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT. BY FOSTERING AN ENVIRONMENT THAT ENCOURAGES
EXPLORATION, CREATIVITY, AND CRITICAL THINKING, EDUCATORS CAN LAY A STRONG FOUNDATION FOR LIFELONG LEARNING.
UTILIZING A VARIETY OF STRATEGIES AND BEING MINDFUL OF THE CHALLENGES INVOLVED, TEACHERS CAN EFFECTIVELY ENGAGE
PRESCHOOLERS IN MEANINGFUL DISCUSSIONS THAT PROMOTE HIGHER ORDER THINKING SKILLS. ULTIMATELY, THE GOAL IS TO
EMPOWER CHILDREN TO THINK DEEPLY, COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY, AND APPROACH CHALLENGES WITH CONFIDENCE AND
CREATIVITY.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE HIGHER ORDER THINKING QUESTIONS AND WHY ARE THEY IMPORTANT FOR
PRESCHOOLERS?

HIGHER ORDER THINKING QUESTIONS ENCOURAGE PRESCHOOLERS TO ANALYZE, EVALUATE, AND CREATE RATHER THAN JUST
REMEMBER INFORMATION. THEY PROMOTE CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS AND DEEPER UNDERSTANDING, WHICH ARE ESSENTIAL FOR
LIFELONG LEARNING.

CAN YOU PROVIDE EXAMPLES OF HIGHER ORDER THINKING QUESTIONS SUITABLE FOR
PRESCHOOLERS?

EXAMPLES INCLUDE: "W/HAT DO YOU THINK WILL HAPPEN IF WE MIX THESE COLORS?I, ‘How WOULD YOU SOLVE THIS
PROBLEM?/, or 'CAN YOU TELL ME WHY YOU CHOSE THAT TOY OVER THE OTHERS?’

How CAN TEACHERS EFFECTIVELY INCORPORATE HIGHER ORDER THINKING QUESTIONS
INTO DAILY ACTIVITIES?

TEACHERS CAN ASK OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS DURING PLAYTIME, ENCOURAGE CHILDREN TO EXPLAIN THEIR REASONING, AND CREATE
SCENARIOS THAT REQUIRE PROBLEM~SOLVING, LIKE BUILDING A STRUCTURE WITH BLOCKS.

\W/HAT ROLE DOES PLAY-BASED LEARNING HAVE IN FOSTERING HIGHER ORDER THINKING IN
PRESCHOOLERS?

PLAY-BASED LEARNING ALLOWS CHILDREN TO EXPLORE, EXPERIMENT, AND ENGAGE IN IMAGINATIVE SCENARIOS, WHICH
NATURALLY LEADS TO HIGHER ORDER THINKING AS THEY ENCOUNTER CHALLENGES AND MAKE DECISIONS.

How DO HIGHER ORDER THINKING QUESTIONS SUPPORT SOCIAL SKILLS IN
PRESCHOOLERS?

THESE QUESTIONS OFTEN REQUIRE CHILDREN TO \WORK TOGETHER, SHARE IDEAS, AND NEGOTIATE SOLUTIONS, WHICH ENHANCES
THEIR COMMUNICATION SKILLS AND HELPS THEM LEARN TO COLLABORATE WITH PEERS.

\WHAT ARE SOME STRATEGIES FOR PARENTS TO USE HIGHER ORDER THINKING QUESTIONS
AT HOME?

PARENTS CAN ENCOURAGE DISCUSSIONS DURING STORYTIME BY ASKING "W/HAT WOULD YOU DO IF YOU WERE THE CHARACTER?’
OR DURING MEALS BY DISCUSSING "W/HAT DO YOU THINK MAKES THIS FOOD HEALTHY?'

How CAN HIGHER ORDER THINKING QUESTIONS BE ASSESSED IN PRESCHOOL SETTINGS?

ASSESSMENT CAN BE DONE THROUGH OBSERVATION OF CHILDREN'S RESPONSES, THEIR ABILITY TO ARTICULATE THOUGHTS, AND
THEIR ENGAGEMENT IN DISCUSSIONS OR ACTIVITIES, RATHER THAN THROUGH TRADITIONAL TESTING METHODS.
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