
highest completion percentage nfl history

The highest completion percentage in NFL history is a significant statistic that measures a quarterback's
efficiency and accuracy in passing the football. Completion percentage is calculated by dividing the number of
completed passes by the number of attempts, providing a clear indicator of a quarterback's ability to connect
with receivers. Over the years, this statistic has evolved, and several quarterbacks have distinguished
themselves with remarkable completion percentages.

Understanding Completion Percentage

Completion percentage is one of the key metrics used to evaluate quarterback performance. It reflects how
often a quarterback successfully completes a pass during a game or over a season. A higher completion
percentage indicates a quarterback's ability to make accurate throws and read defenses effectively.

Key factors influencing completion percentage include:

Quarterback Skill Level: The talent and experience of the quarterback play a crucial role in their
ability to complete passes.

Offensive Scheme: Different offensive systems may favor short, high-percentage throws or deep passes,
impacting completion rates.

Receiver Quality: The skill level and route-running ability of receivers can significantly influence a
quarterback’s completion percentage.

Defensive Pressure: How well the opposing defense can pressure the quarterback and cover receivers also
affects completion rates.

All-Time Highest Completion Percentages

Several quarterbacks have left their mark in NFL history with exceptionally high completion percentages. Here
are some notable players known for their accuracy:

1. Drew Brees

Drew Brees, a former quarterback for the New Orleans Saints, holds the record for the highest career
completion percentage in NFL history at 67.7%. Over his 20-year career, Brees showcased remarkable precision
and consistency. His ability to complete short and intermediate passes, combined with his exceptional decision-
making, allowed him to thrive in the Saints' offense.

2. Tom Brady

Tom Brady, often regarded as one of the greatest quarterbacks of all time, boasts a career completion
percentage of 64.0%. Brady’s longevity and adaptability have allowed him to maintain a high level of
performance throughout his career. His quick release and understanding of defensive schemes contribute to his
impressive completion rates.



3. Sam Bradford

Sam Bradford, while his career has been marred by injuries, achieved a career completion percentage of 62.5%.
Bradford's accuracy, especially on short and intermediate throws, has often been praised despite his struggles
to stay on the field.

4. Philip Rivers

Philip Rivers, a longtime starter for the San Diego Chargers and later the Indianapolis Colts, recorded a career
completion percentage of 63.3%. Known for his quick release and strong arm, Rivers was able to connect with
his receivers effectively, contributing to his team's offensive success.

5. Steve Young

Steve Young, who played for the San Francisco 49ers, boasts a career completion percentage of 64.3%.
Young’s unique skill set allowed him to make plays both with his arm and his legs, and he was known for his
ability to complete tough throws under pressure.

Modern Era Completion Percentage Leaders

In addition to historical figures, the modern NFL has seen several current quarterbacks achieving remarkable
completion percentages.

1. Dak Prescott

Dallas Cowboys quarterback Dak Prescott has emerged as one of the most accurate passers in the league,
boasting a completion percentage of around 66.6%. Prescott's ability to read defenses and deliver precise
passes has helped him become a key player for the Cowboys.

2. Kyler Murray

Kyler Murray, the Arizona Cardinals quarterback, has also made a name for himself with a completion
percentage of approximately 66.0%. His dual-threat ability as both a passer and a runner adds another
dimension to his game, making him a challenging opponent for defenses.

3. Joe Burrow

Joe Burrow, the Cincinnati Bengals' rising star, has demonstrated incredible accuracy since entering the league.
With a completion percentage hovering around 68.0%, Burrow has quickly established himself as one of the
top quarterbacks in the NFL.



Factors Influencing Completion Percentage Trends

The trends in completion percentage have evolved over the years due to various factors:

1. Rule Changes

The NFL has implemented several rule changes over the years to enhance offensive play. These changes, such as
protecting quarterbacks from unnecessary hits and enforcing stricter rules against defensive holding and pass
interference, have contributed to higher completion percentages.

2. Offensive Schemes

Modern NFL offenses often emphasize short, quick throws to mitigate the risk of sacks and turnovers. Offensive
coordinators have adopted schemes that prioritize high-percentage passes, which naturally lead to higher
completion rates.

3. Advances in Training and Technology

Quarterbacks today have access to advanced training methods, video analysis, and performance metrics that
help them improve their accuracy. This access allows them to refine their mechanics, leading to improved
completion percentages.

Completion Percentage in Context

While completion percentage is a valuable statistic, it should not be viewed in isolation. Other metrics, such
as yards per attempt, touchdown-to-interception ratio, and quarterback rating, provide a more comprehensive
view of a quarterback's performance.

1. Yards Per Attempt

This statistic measures the average yards gained per passing attempt and can indicate a quarterback's ability
to push the ball downfield. A quarterback with a high completion percentage but low yards per attempt may be
relying on short passes, while one with a lower completion percentage but high yards per attempt may be taking
more risks.

2. Touchdown-to-Interception Ratio

This ratio provides insight into a quarterback's decision-making ability. A high completion percentage coupled
with a favorable touchdown-to-interception ratio indicates that a quarterback is not only completing
passes but also making smart decisions with the football.

3. Quarterback Rating



This comprehensive statistic takes into account completion percentage, yards per attempt, touchdowns, and
interceptions to give a holistic view of a quarterback’s performance. It allows fans and analysts to compare
quarterbacks more effectively.

Conclusion

The highest completion percentage in NFL history highlights the evolution of quarterback play and the
importance of accuracy in today's game. As the NFL continues to evolve, it will be fascinating to see how
future quarterbacks perform and whether they can surpass the remarkable achievements of those who came
before them. With changes in rules, technology, and offensive strategies, the landscape of quarterbacking will
keep evolving, setting new benchmarks for completion percentages in the years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who holds the record for the highest completion percentage in NFL history?

As of October 2023, Drew Brees holds the record for the highest completion percentage in NFL history at
67.7%.

Which active player currently has the highest completion percentage in the
NFL?

As of 2023, the active player with the highest completion percentage is Patrick Mahomes, boasting a
completion percentage of around 66.3%.

What season did Drew Brees achieve his record-high completion percentage?

Drew Brees achieved his highest single-season completion percentage of 74.4% in 2011.

How does completion percentage impact a quarterback's evaluation?

Completion percentage is a key metric in evaluating a quarterback's accuracy and efficiency, often correlating
with their overall performance and success.

Which quarterback had the highest completion percentage in a single NFL
season?

As of October 2023, the record for the highest single-season completion percentage is held by Drew Brees at
74.4% during the 2011 season.

What factors contribute to a quarterback achieving a high completion
percentage?

Factors include offensive scheme, receiver talent, play-calling, quarterback's decision-making, and protection
from the offensive line.

Are there any notable trends in completion percentages over the years?

Yes, completion percentages have generally increased over the years, influenced by rule changes favoring



offense and the evolution of passing strategies.

What is the average completion percentage for NFL quarterbacks?

As of the 2022 season, the average completion percentage for NFL quarterbacks is approximately 65%,
reflecting the trend of increasing offensive efficiency.
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