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Embarking on a road trip along Highway 395 is akin to stepping into a living
postcard of breathtaking landscapes, rich history, and diverse cultural
experiences. Stretching over 600 miles from the vibrant city of San
Bernardino in Southern California to the stunning shores of Lake Tahoe,
Highway 395 offers travelers an array of opportunities to explore the beauty
of the Eastern Sierra. This guide will provide you with essential insights,
must-see attractions, and tips to make the most out of your journey along
this iconic route.

Overview of Highway 395

Highway 395 is a major north-south route that traverses California's Eastern
Sierra region. The highway is not only a vital transportation corridor but
also a scenic byway that showcases some of the state’s most remarkable
natural wonders. Travelers can expect to see towering mountain ranges,
expansive deserts, historic mining towns, and crystal-clear lakes.

Planning Your Trip

Before hitting the road, it’s essential to plan your trip to ensure a smooth
and enjoyable experience. Here are some key factors to consider:

Best Time to Travel

- Spring (March to May): Ideal for enjoying wildflower blooms and moderate
weather.
- Summer (June to August): Perfect for outdoor activities, but expect larger
crowds and higher temperatures.
- Fall (September to November): Offers stunning fall foliage and cooler
temperatures, making it a favorite for many travelers.
- Winter (December to February): Great for skiing in the Sierra Nevada, but
be prepared for snow and road closures.

Route Highlights

Planning your stops along the highway will enhance your experience. Below are
key highlights to consider:



1. San Bernardino: Start your journey in this bustling city, known for its
diverse culture and access to the San Bernardino Mountains.
2. Victorville: Explore the California Route 66 Museum and enjoy the historic
charm.
3. Barstow: Visit the Route 66 Museum and the nearby Calico Ghost Town for a
taste of the Old West.
4. Mojave National Preserve: Witness the unique desert landscape and explore
hiking trails.
5. Bishop: A charming town with access to fishing, hiking, and the historic
Laws Railroad Museum.
6. Mammoth Lakes: A year-round destination for skiing, hiking, and
breathtaking mountain views.
7. Lake Tahoe: End your trip with a visit to one of the most beautiful lakes
in the world.

Must-See Attractions Along Highway 395

Highway 395 offers a plethora of attractions that cater to various interests.
Here are some must-see highlights:

1. Mono Lake

Located near the eastern Sierra, Mono Lake is an ancient saline lake known
for its unique tufa towers. The lake’s otherworldly landscape makes it a
photographer’s paradise. Visitors can kayak on the water or take a scenic
walk around the shoreline.

2. Bodie State Historic Park

Step back in time at Bodie, a well-preserved ghost town that was once a
bustling gold mining community. Explore the remnants of the town, including
homes, shops, and the iconic church, while learning about the history of the
California Gold Rush.

3. Yosemite National Park (East Entrance)

While not directly on Highway 395, the east entrance to Yosemite National
Park is a short detour worth taking. Marvel at iconic landmarks like Half
Dome and El Capitan, hike the many trails, and enjoy the stunning scenery
that has inspired generations.



4. Inyo National Forest

This expansive forest offers numerous recreational opportunities, including
hiking, camping, and fishing. The Ancient Bristlecone Pine Forest, home to
some of the oldest trees on Earth, is a highlight that shouldn't be missed.

5. Manzanar National Historic Site

Learn about the Japanese American internment during World War II at Manzanar,
one of the ten camps where Japanese Americans were forcibly relocated. The
site features an informative museum and preserved barracks, providing a
poignant glimpse into this chapter of American history.

Outdoor Adventures

Highway 395 is a haven for outdoor enthusiasts. Here are some popular
activities to consider:

1. Hiking

The Eastern Sierra is dotted with numerous hiking trails, catering to all
skill levels. Notable hikes include:

- Mount Whitney: The highest peak in the contiguous United States, offering a
challenging hike for experienced hikers.
- Devils Postpile National Monument: Features unique basalt columns and
stunning views.
- June Lake Loop: A scenic drive with accessible hiking trails and
picturesque lakes.

2. Fishing

The region is known for its abundant fishing opportunities. Popular spots
include:

- Bishop Creek: A prime location for both fly fishing and bait fishing.
- Crowley Lake: Famous for its trout fishing and beautiful scenery.
- Convict Lake: Known for its stunning backdrop and excellent fishing
conditions.



3. Skiing and Snowboarding

During the winter months, the Eastern Sierra transforms into a winter sports
paradise. Mammoth Mountain is the largest ski resort in California, offering
a variety of slopes for all skill levels. Other nearby resorts include June
Mountain and Bear Valley.

Local Cuisine and Dining

Every road trip deserves a culinary adventure, and Highway 395 offers a
variety of dining options. From casual diners to fine dining, here’s where to
indulge:

- Bishop: Try the famous “Great Basin Bakery” for freshly baked goods and
local coffee.
- Mammoth Lakes: Sample local craft beers and delicious burgers at “Mammoth
Brewing Company.”
- Lone Pine: Enjoy an authentic Western meal at “The Lone Pine Steakhouse.”

Tips for a Successful Road Trip

To ensure a memorable road trip along Highway 395, keep these tips in mind:

- Check Road Conditions: Weather can change rapidly in the Sierra. Always
check for road conditions, especially during winter months.
- Pack Essentials: Bring plenty of water, snacks, and a first-aid kit. Cell
phone reception can be spotty in remote areas.
- Plan Your Stops: While spontaneity is part of the adventure, having a rough
itinerary can help you make the most of your trip.
- Respect Nature: Follow Leave No Trace principles to help preserve the
stunning landscapes and wildlife for future generations.

Conclusion

A road trip along Highway 395 is an unforgettable experience that combines
stunning natural beauty, rich history, and thrilling outdoor adventures.
Whether you're an avid hiker, a history buff, or simply looking to enjoy
breathtaking scenery, this route has something to offer everyone. With proper
planning and an adventurous spirit, your journey along Highway 395 will be a
cherished memory for years to come. So pack your bags, hit the road, and let
the majestic Eastern Sierra unfold before you!



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the must-see attractions along Highway 395?
Some must-see attractions include Mono Lake, Mammoth Lakes, the Ancient
Bristlecone Pine Forest, Death Valley National Park, and the scenic views of
the Eastern Sierra.

What is the best time of year to take a road trip on
Highway 395?
The best time for a road trip on Highway 395 is typically from late spring to
early fall (May to September) when the weather is mild and most attractions
are accessible.

Are there any notable hiking trails along Highway
395?
Yes, notable hiking trails include the Crystal Lake Trail, the Mono Basin
Scenic Area trails, and the trails in the Inyo National Forest, particularly
around Mammoth Lakes.

What are some recommended food stops along Highway
395?
Recommended food stops include the Whoa Nellie Deli in Lee Vining, the Mobil
Station in Mammoth Lakes for gourmet sandwiches, and the Alabama Hills Cafe
in Lone Pine.

Is it safe to travel on Highway 395 during winter?
Traveling on Highway 395 during winter can be safe, but be prepared for snow
and ice conditions. It's essential to check weather reports and road
conditions before your trip.

What kind of wildlife can you expect to see on a
Highway 395 road trip?
You can expect to see a variety of wildlife, including deer, coyotes, wild
horses, and various bird species, especially in areas like Mono Basin and the
Eastern Sierra.
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