
hilary mantel wolf hall sequel

Hilary Mantel Wolf Hall sequel has captivated readers since its release, continuing to explore the intricacies
of political maneuvering and the complexities of human relationships in Tudor England. The sequel, titled "Bring
Up the Bodies," further delves into the life of Thomas Cromwell, the chief minister to King Henry VIII, and
examines the tumultuous events that led to the downfall of Anne Boleyn. This article will provide an in-depth
look at the sequel's themes, characters, historical context, and its contribution to the overall narrative
established in "Wolf Hall."

Overview of "Bring Up the Bodies"

"Bring Up the Bodies," published in 2012, is the second novel in Hilary Mantel's planned trilogy, following
"Wolf Hall," which was released in 2009. This sequel won the prestigious Man Booker Prize, making Mantel the
first woman to win the award twice, as she also won for "Wolf Hall." The novel continues the story of
Thomas Cromwell, focusing on the events surrounding the fall of Anne Boleyn and the political machinations
of the Tudor court.

The Plot

The narrative picks up where "Wolf Hall" left off, with Cromwell navigating the dangerous landscape of
Tudor politics. As he works to maintain the king's favor, he faces the challenge of securing a divorce for Henry
VIII from his first wife, Catherine of Aragon, and managing the rising tensions surrounding Anne Boleyn.

Key plot points include:

1. The Rise of Anne Boleyn: The novel highlights Anne's initial power and influence at court, showcasing her
charm and intelligence but also her vulnerability.
2. Political Intrigue: Cromwell's role as the king's advisor places him at the center of a web of political plots,
betrayals, and shifting alliances.
3. The Fall of Anne Boleyn: As the narrative progresses, the seeds of Anne's downfall are sown, culminating in
her arrest and execution.
4. Cromwell's Moral Dilemma: Throughout the novel, Cromwell grapples with his conscience as he navigates
the treachery required to serve his king.

Character Development

Hilary Mantel masterfully crafts her characters, providing depth and complexity that makes them feel real and
relatable.

- Thomas Cromwell: The protagonist continues to evolve, displaying both ruthlessness and vulnerability. As
he rises in power, readers witness his internal struggles and moral conflicts.
- Anne Boleyn: Portrayed as both a strong and tragic figure, Anne's ambition and desire for power ultimately
lead to her demise. Mantel humanizes her, showcasing her fears and insecurities.
- King Henry VIII: The king is depicted as a larger-than-life figure, driven by desire and ambition, yet also plagued
by insecurity and the burdens of leadership.
- Catherine of Aragon: The former queen remains a poignant figure, representing loyalty and the personal cost
of political decisions.



Thematic Exploration

"Bring Up the Bodies" dives deep into several themes that resonate throughout the narrative, reflecting the
complexities of Tudor society and the human condition.

Power and Corruption

The novel explores the corrupting nature of power, illustrating how ambition can lead individuals to make
morally questionable decisions. Cromwell's ascent to power comes with sacrifices, as he must betray those
close to him to achieve his goals.

Gender Dynamics

Mantel examines the role of women in Tudor society, highlighting how figures like Anne Boleyn navigate a male-
dominated world. The novel addresses the limitations placed on women and the ways in which they assert their
agency, even when faced with dire consequences.

Faith and Morality

Religious tension is a significant theme, reflecting the broader context of the Reformation. Cromwell's actions
are often driven by his Protestant beliefs, and his moral compass is tested as he reconciles his faith with the
harsh realities of political life.

Historical Context

Understanding the historical backdrop of "Bring Up the Bodies" enriches the reading experience. The novel is set
during a tumultuous period in English history, characterized by political intrigue and religious upheaval.

The Tudor Court

The court of Henry VIII was rife with competition, loyalty, and betrayal. Key historical events include:

- The Break with Rome: The novel addresses the implications of Henry's decision to separate from the Catholic
Church, establishing the Church of England.
- The Role of the Church: The tensions between Protestantism and Catholicism are palpable, influencing the
characters' motivations and actions.

Anne Boleyn's Fall

Anne Boleyn's execution serves as a pivotal moment in the narrative. The historical context surrounding her
downfall is marked by:

1. Political Rivalries: Anne's ambition alienates powerful figures, creating enemies who seek to undermine her.
2. Cromwell's Role: As a key player in Anne's trial, Cromwell's actions demonstrate the ruthless nature of
court politics.



3. Public Sentiment: The novel illustrates how public opinion can shift, ultimately sealing Anne's fate.

Literary Style and Techniques

Hilary Mantel's writing style in "Bring Up the Bodies" is distinctive and contributes to the novel's depth.

First-Person Perspective

Mantel employs a close third-person narrative that immerses readers in Cromwell's thoughts and emotions.
This technique allows for an intimate portrayal of his character and the world he inhabits.

Rich Imagery and Symbolism

The author uses vivid imagery to bring the Tudor period to life. Symbolism is also prevalent, with objects and
settings often carrying deeper meanings that enhance the narrative.

Dialogue and Character Interactions

The dialogues are sharp and often reveal the characters' true intentions and motivations, adding layers to the
plot. Mantel's ability to craft authentic conversations reflects the social hierarchies and tensions of the
time.

The Reception and Impact

"Bring Up the Bodies" has received critical acclaim and has significantly impacted modern historical fiction.

Critical Acclaim

- The novel won the Man Booker Prize in 2012, reinforcing Mantel's status as an authoritative voice in
historical fiction.
- Critics praised the book for its intricate plotting, character development, and exploration of complex themes.

Influence on Historical Fiction

Mantel's work has inspired a wave of historical fiction that prioritizes character depth and psychological
realism. The success of the Wolf Hall trilogy has led to renewed interest in the Tudor period and its historical
figures.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Hilary Mantel Wolf Hall sequel, "Bring Up the Bodies," is a masterful continuation of Thomas



Cromwell's story, delving into the complexities of power, ambition, and the human experience. Through rich
character development, intricate plotting, and a deep understanding of historical context, Mantel has crafted
a narrative that resonates with readers and stands as a significant contribution to the genre of historical
fiction. As the trilogy unfolds, readers are left eagerly anticipating the final installment, which promises to
further explore the turbulent world of Tudor England and the legacy of its most notorious figures.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the title of Hilary Mantel's sequel to 'Wolf Hall'?

'Bring Up the Bodies' is the title of Hilary Mantel's sequel to 'Wolf Hall'.

How does 'Bring Up the Bodies' continue the story from 'Wolf Hall'?

'Bring Up the Bodies' continues the story of Thomas Cromwell during the fall of Anne Boleyn and explores the
political intrigue of Henry VIII's court.

What themes are prominently featured in the sequel to 'Wolf Hall'?

Themes of power, betrayal, and the complexity of human relationships are prominently featured in 'Bring Up the
Bodies'.

Has Hilary Mantel announced any further sequels after 'Bring Up the
Bodies'?

Yes, Hilary Mantel's trilogy is concluded with 'The Mirror and the Light,' which follows Cromwell's later life
and downfall.

What accolades did 'Bring Up the Bodies' receive?

'Bring Up the Bodies' won the Man Booker Prize in 2012, solidifying its critical acclaim and popularity.

How has Hilary Mantel's portrayal of historical figures been received in
'Wolf Hall' and its sequel?

Mantel's portrayal of historical figures like Thomas Cromwell and Henry VIII has been praised for its depth,
nuance, and psychological insight.
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