hiroshige one hundred famous views of
edo

Hiroshige One Hundred Famous Views of Edo is a remarkable series of ukiyo-e
woodblock prints created by the renowned Japanese artist Utagawa Hiroshige in
the 19th century. This collection not only serves as a crucial documentation
of Edo (modern-day Tokyo) during the Edo period but also showcases
Hiroshige's masterful ability to blend nature with urban life. The series,
completed in 1856, consists of 100 prints that capture the beauty of the
changing seasons, various landscapes, and the daily activities of the people
living in Edo. This article will delve into the significance, artistic
techniques, and cultural impact of Hiroshige's work, as well as explore some
of the most notable prints from this iconic series.

The Historical Context of Hiroshige's Work

To fully appreciate the significance of the Hiroshige One Hundred Famous
Views of Edo, it's essential to understand the historical and cultural
context in which Hiroshige created his art. The Edo period (1603-1868) was
characterized by relative peace, economic stability, and a flourishing of
culture in Japan. During this time, Edo grew into one of the largest cities
in the world, bustling with energy and diverse activities.

The Role of Ukiyo-e in Edo Society

Ukiyo-e, which translates to “pictures of the floating world,” was a popular
art form during the Edo period. It primarily depicted scenes of landscapes,
kabuki actors, beautiful women, and everyday life. Hiroshige, along with his
contemporary Katsushika Hokusai, became one of the most celebrated ukiyo-e
artists, bringing attention to the beauty of nature and the vibrancy of urban
life.

Hiroshige's Artistic Journey

Born in 1797, Hiroshige initially pursued a career as a samurai before
turning to art. He became an apprentice in the ukiyo-e tradition and
developed his style, focusing on landscapes and nature. His experiences and
travels influenced his artistic vision, culminating in the creation of the
One Hundred Famous Views of Edo, which represents his peak as an artist.



A Closer Look at the Series

The Hiroshige One Hundred Famous Views of Edo is not just a collection of
landscapes; it is a comprehensive portrayal of the city and its surroundings.
Each print captures a unique perspective and tells a story about the location
and its significance.

Structure and Themes

The series is structured around several recurring themes:

1. Seasonal Changes: Many prints depict the beauty of Edo throughout the four
seasons, showcasing cherry blossoms in spring, summer festivals, autumn
foliage, and winter snow.

2. Famous Landmarks: Hiroshige highlights well-known locations such as the
Ryogoku Bridge and the Sumida River.

3. Daily Life: The prints often feature scenes of everyday activities, such
as fishing, boating, and festivals, portraying the vibrant culture of Edo.

4. Nature and Landscape: Hiroshige's work emphasizes the harmony between
urban life and nature, showcasing the natural beauty surrounding the city.

Notable Prints from the Series

Some of the standout prints from the One Hundred Famous Views of Edo include:

- “Sudden Shower over Shin-Ohashi bridge and Atake”: This print captures a
fleeting moment of beauty as raindrops cascade over the bridge, illustrating
Hiroshige's mastery of atmospheric effects.

- “The Plum Garden in Kameido”: A depiction of blooming plum trees, this
print is celebrated for its vivid colors and intricate detail, symbolizing
the arrival of spring.

- “Night View of the Great Bridge at Night”: This print stands out for its
use of deep blues and blacks, representing a serene night scene illuminated
by lanterns.

- “The Fifty-Three Stations of the Tokaid6”: Though part of a different
series, it complements the One Hundred Famous Views of Edo by showcasing the
journey from Edo to Kyoto, linking urban and rural experiences.

Artistic Techniques and Innovations

Hiroshige employed several artistic techniques that contributed to the unique
style of the One Hundred Famous Views of Edo.



Color and Composition

Ukiyo-e prints are known for their vibrant colors, achieved through a layered
printing process. Hiroshige often used:

- Woodblock Printing: Each color required a separate woodblock, allowing for
intricate layering and detail.

- Gradations: He mastered the technique of bokashi, which involves blending
colors for a soft effect, particularly in skies and water.

- Asymmetrical Balance: Many of his compositions feature an asymmetrical
layout, creating a dynamic balance that draws the viewer's eye through the
artwork.

Perspective and Depth

Hiroshige'’s use of perspective was innovative for his time. He often
employed:

- Dutch Perspective: Inspired by Western art, he used a unique viewpoint that
created a sense of depth and dimension.

- Foreground and Background: Many prints include elements in the foreground
that lead the viewer's eye into the background, enhancing the overall sense
of space.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

The Hiroshige One Hundred Famous Views of Edo had a profound impact on both
Japanese art and Western artists. As Japan opened up to the West during the
Meiji Restoration, Hiroshige's works were among the first to introduce
Western audiences to Japanese aesthetics.

Influence on Western Art

Many Western artists, such as Vincent van Gogh and Claude Monet, were
inspired by Hiroshige's use of color, composition, and themes of nature. This
cross-cultural exchange significantly influenced the Impressionist movement
and the development of modern art.

Preservation and Popularity

Today, the One Hundred Famous Views of Edo remains a beloved series,
celebrated for its artistic merit and historical value. Museums around the



world, including the British Museum and the Metropolitan Museum of Art, house
collections of Hiroshige's work, ensuring that his legacy continues to
inspire future generations.

Conclusion

In summary, the Hiroshige One Hundred Famous Views of Edo is not merely a
collection of prints; it is a rich tapestry of cultural, historical, and
artistic significance. Through his masterful use of color, perspective, and
thematic diversity, Hiroshige captured the essence of Edo, immortalizing it
for future generations. As we continue to explore and appreciate his work, we
are reminded of the beauty that lies in the harmony between nature and urban
life, a theme that resonates even today. Whether you are an art enthusiast or
a history buff, delving into Hiroshige's masterpieces offers a unique glimpse
into the heart of 19th-century Japan.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Hiroshige's One Hundred Famous Views of
Edo'?

'Hiroshige's One Hundred Famous Views of Edo' is a series of ukiyo-e
woodblock prints created by the Japanese artist Utagawa Hiroshige in the 19th
century, depicting landscapes and iconic scenes of Edo (modern-day Tokyo).

How did Hiroshige's work influence Western art?

Hiroshige's works, including 'One Hundred Famous Views of Edo', significantly
influenced Western Impressionist artists in the late 19th century, who
admired his use of color, composition, and the depiction of light and
atmosphere.

What techniques did Hiroshige use in his prints?

Hiroshige employed a technique known as ukiyo-e, which involved carving
designs into woodblocks, inking them, and pressing them onto paper. He often
used vibrant colors and innovative perspectives to enhance the visual appeal
of his prints.

What themes are prevalent in 'One Hundred Famous
Views of Edo'?

The series features themes of nature, seasonal changes, cityscapes, and daily
life in Edo, emphasizing the beauty and vibrancy of the city during the Edo
period.



How many prints are included in the 'One Hundred
Famous Views of Edo' series?

The series includes a total of 100 prints, each capturing different aspects
and famous locations of Edo, showcasing Hiroshige's unique artistic vision.

Why is 'Hiroshige's One Hundred Famous Views of Edo’
considered culturally significant?

‘One Hundred Famous Views of Edo' is considered culturally significant
because it provides a historical glimpse into Edo-period life, reflects the
aesthetic values of Japanese art, and has had a lasting impact on both
Japanese culture and global art movements.
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