
history in savannah ga
history in savannah ga is a rich tapestry woven from the threads of triumph,
tragedy, and transformation. This city, founded in 1733, boasts a significant
historical legacy that encompasses its role as a colonial capital, a key
player in the American Revolution, and a vital location during the Civil War.
Savannah's unique architectural styles, vibrant cultural heritage, and
profound historical narratives make it a remarkable place for exploration and
education. This article delves into the intricate history of Savannah,
Georgia, covering its founding, key historical events, notable figures, and
the preservation of its heritage.
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Founding of Savannah
The history of Savannah begins with its founding by General James Oglethorpe
in 1733. Oglethorpe envisioned Savannah as a buffer between the British
colonies and Spanish Florida, establishing it as a strategic location for
defense and trade. The city was designed with a unique grid layout, featuring
public squares that served as community gathering spaces. This planning was
not only practical but also reflected Enlightenment ideals about urban
design.

One of the key aspects of Savannah's founding was its role as a haven for the
impoverished. Oglethorpe aimed to provide a new start for debtors and the
poor, which was a novel concept at the time. This humanitarian approach
attracted many settlers, including those from various European countries,
contributing to the city's diverse cultural fabric.



Colonial Era and Growth
During the colonial era, Savannah flourished as a trading post and port city.
Its location along the Savannah River facilitated commerce, and the city
quickly became a bustling center for rice, indigo, and later cotton
production. The plantation economy relied heavily on enslaved labor, which
played a significant role in the economic development of the region.

As Savannah grew, so did its complexity. The city became known for its
elaborate architecture and well-planned public spaces. The construction of
notable buildings, such as the Telfair Academy and the First African Baptist
Church, showcased the city's architectural evolution and cultural
significance.

Role in the American Revolution
Savannah's strategic significance continued during the American Revolution.
The city was the site of several important battles, including the Siege of
Savannah in 1779. This battle was a pivotal moment in the fight for
independence, as British forces sought to regain control over the southern
colonies. Despite a valiant effort by American and French troops, the siege
ended in a British victory, leading to a prolonged occupation of Savannah.

The city's role during the Revolution was marked by both conflict and
collaboration, as local leaders navigated the complexities of loyalty,
resistance, and the push for independence. The aftermath of the war saw
Savannah emerge as a significant political and economic center in the new
nation.

Civil War Significance
As tensions rose leading to the Civil War, Savannah found itself at the
crossroads of conflict. The city was a vital supply center for the
Confederate army due to its strategic port. The fall of Savannah in December
1864 to Union General William Tecumseh Sherman marked a significant turning
point in the war.

Following the capture, Sherman famously referred to Savannah as a "prize" he
would give to President Abraham Lincoln. The city’s preservation during the
war, largely due to Sherman's decision not to burn it, allowed much of its
historical architecture to remain intact, contributing to its modern-day
charm.

Post-Civil War Development
After the Civil War, Savannah underwent a period of reconstruction and
renewal. The city worked to rebuild its economy and infrastructure,
transitioning from a plantation-based economy to one that embraced



diversification. The establishment of industries such as shipping,
manufacturing, and tourism helped revitalize the area.

Throughout the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Savannah continued to
expand. The city preserved its historical heritage while adapting to modern
demands. This blend of old and new is evident in its architecture, cultural
institutions, and public spaces.

Cultural Heritage and Preservation
Today, Savannah is renowned for its commitment to preserving its historical
and cultural heritage. The city is home to numerous historic sites, museums,
and cultural festivals that celebrate its diverse history. The Savannah
Historic District, designated a National Historic Landmark, is one of the
largest preserved historic districts in the United States.

Efforts to maintain and restore historical sites have led to a thriving
tourism industry, attracting millions of visitors each year. The preservation
of landmarks such as the Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace and the Savannah
College of Art and Design (SCAD) showcases the city’s dedication to honoring
its past while fostering creativity and innovation.

Historic Sites: Savannah is home to over 20 historic squares, each with
its own unique story.

Cultural Festivals: Events like the Savannah Music Festival and the
Savannah Book Festival celebrate the city’s rich artistic heritage.

Museums: The Telfair Museums and the Georgia State Railroad Museum offer
insights into the city’s artistic and industrial history.

Conclusion
The history in Savannah, GA, is a compelling narrative of resilience,
innovation, and cultural richness. From its founding as a strategic colonial
outpost to its role in pivotal moments of American history, Savannah has
continually evolved while preserving its unique identity. The city stands as
a testament to the complexities of American history, embodying the spirit of
both its triumphs and tribulations. Today, Savannah invites exploration and
appreciation of its historical legacy, ensuring that its stories are told for
generations to come.

Q: What year was Savannah founded?
A: Savannah was founded in the year 1733 by General James Oglethorpe as the
first city in the colony of Georgia.



Q: What was Savannah's role during the American
Revolution?
A: Savannah played a critical role during the American Revolution, notably
during the Siege of Savannah in 1779, where British forces captured the city,
marking a significant moment in the conflict.

Q: How did the Civil War impact Savannah?
A: The Civil War significantly impacted Savannah, as it was a vital supply
center for the Confederacy. The city was captured by Union forces in 1864,
which preserved much of its historic architecture.

Q: What are some historical sites to visit in
Savannah?
A: Some notable historical sites in Savannah include the Savannah Historic
District, the Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace, and the Telfair Museums.

Q: Why is Savannah known for its preservation
efforts?
A: Savannah is known for its preservation efforts due to its commitment to
maintaining its historic architecture and cultural heritage, exemplified by
its designation as a National Historic Landmark District.

Q: What types of cultural events are held in
Savannah?
A: Savannah hosts various cultural events, including the Savannah Music
Festival, the Savannah Book Festival, and numerous art shows and exhibitions
throughout the year.

Q: What is unique about Savannah's city layout?
A: Savannah's city layout is unique due to its planned grid system featuring
public squares, which were designed to promote community interaction and
reflect Enlightenment ideals.



Q: How did the economy of Savannah change after the
Civil War?
A: After the Civil War, Savannah's economy shifted from a plantation-based
system to a more diversified economy that included shipping, manufacturing,
and tourism, contributing to its revitalization.

Q: Who was James Oglethorpe?
A: James Oglethorpe was the founder of Savannah and the colony of Georgia,
known for his humanitarian efforts to provide a new start for debtors and the
poor in England.

Q: What architectural styles can be found in
Savannah?
A: Savannah features a mix of architectural styles, including Georgian,
Federal, and Victorian, reflecting its historical development and cultural
influences over the centuries.
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