history of alpha kappa alpha sorority

history of alpha kappa alpha sorority is a rich narrative that embodies the spirit of sisterhood,
service, and social change. Founded in 1908 at Howard University, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Incorporated has played a pivotal role in the advancement of African American women and the
broader community. This article delves into the sorority's origins, its historical milestones, key figures,
and its impact on society. We will explore the evolution of its programs, the significance of its
symbols, and its ongoing legacy. Join us as we trace the profound journey of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, which continues to empower women and uplift communities across the globe.
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Founding of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority

The history of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority begins at Howard University in Washington, D.C., where a
group of nine visionary young women sought to create an organization that would provide support
and advocacy for their peers. On January 15, 1908, these women, led by Ethel Hedgeman Lyle,
established the first African American sorority, rooted in the principles of sisterhood, scholarship, and
service.

The founding members, often referred to as the "Nine Jewels," included Lyle, Anna Easter Brown,
Beulah Burke, Lillie Burke, Margaret Flagg Holmes, Marjorie Hill, Elizabeth Garner, Edna Brown, and
Mary Louise Smith. They aimed to foster unity among women and advocate for civil rights,
educational opportunities, and social justice.

The initial chapter, Alpha Chapter, was established at Howard University, which served as a catalyst
for expanding the sorority's reach across the nation. The founders faced numerous challenges,
including societal prejudices and institutional barriers, yet they remained steadfast in their mission,
laying the groundwork for future generations of leaders.



Key Historical Milestones

The journey of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority is marked by several significant milestones that reflect its
evolution and impact. Key events include the establishment of regional chapters, the expansion of
initiatives, and the sorority's commitment to social justice.

Expansion and Growth

After its founding, Alpha Kappa Alpha quickly expanded beyond Howard University. By 1913,
additional chapters were established at universities such as the University of Chicago and Boston
University. This growth was instrumental in creating a national presence and fostering a network of
support among African American women in higher education.

Involvement in Social Issues

Throughout the decades, Alpha Kappa Alpha has been at the forefront of social justice movements.
During the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s, the sorority actively participated in advocating for
racial equality and desegregation. Members engaged in voter registration drives and community
outreach programs, demonstrating their commitment to social change.

International Reach and Service

In the late 20th century, Alpha Kappa Alpha expanded its focus to include international service
initiatives. The sorority began to address global issues such as health, education, and poverty. This
shift reflected a commitment to not only uplift African American communities but also to contribute
positively to the global society.

Notable Members

Throughout its history, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority has been home to many distinguished women who
have made significant contributions across various fields. These members have exemplified the
values of the sorority and have served as role models for future generations.

o Kamala Harris: The first female Vice President of the United States and a member of Alpha
Kappa Alpha, Harris has championed civil rights and equality.

e Coretta Scott King: The widow of Martin Luther King Jr. and an activist in her own right, King
was a prominent member who fought for social justice and civil rights.

e Dr. Mae Jemison: The first African American woman in space, Jemison has inspired countless
young women to pursue careers in science and technology.

e Rosa Parks: Known for her pivotal role in the Civil Rights Movement, Parks' involvement in
Alpha Kappa Alpha further solidified the sorority's commitment to social change.



Impact and Contributions

The impact of Alpha Kappa Alpha extends beyond its membership; it has made significant
contributions to society at large. The sorority has focused on educational advancement, health
initiatives, and community service, reflecting its core values.

Educational Programs

Alpha Kappa Alpha has established numerous scholarship programs and educational initiatives aimed
at supporting African American students. The sorority’s commitment to education is evident in its
partnership with various organizations to provide scholarships and mentorship opportunities.

Health Initiatives

Health and wellness have become increasingly important areas of focus for the sorority. Alpha Kappa
Alpha has launched campaigns addressing health disparities within African American communities,
promoting awareness of issues such as diabetes, heart disease, and mental health.

Symbols and Traditions

The symbols and traditions of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority reflect its history and values. The sorority’s
colors, pink and green, symbolize femininity and vitality, while the pearl is a significant symbol
representing the purity and beauty of sisterhood.

Emblems and Ceremonies

Various emblems, such as the ivy leaf, represent growth and development, while the sorority's motto,
"By Culture and By Merit," encapsulates its mission of uplifting women through education and cultural
engagement. Ceremonies and rituals play a vital role in maintaining the bond between members and
honoring the legacy of the founders.

Current Programs and Initiatives

Today, Alpha Kappa Alpha continues to evolve, addressing contemporary issues that affect
communities. The sorority has implemented various programs focused on economic development,
health awareness, and environmental sustainability.

e Community Service Projects: Chapters engage in local service projects that address specific
community needs.

¢ Scholarship Initiatives: Ongoing efforts to provide financial assistance to students pursuing
higher education.

e Health Awareness Campaigns: Programs aimed at educating communities about health risks
and promoting wellness.



Legacy and Future

The legacy of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority is profound and far-reaching. As it moves forward, the
organization remains committed to its founding principles while adapting to the changing landscape
of society. The sorority continues to empower women, advocate for social justice, and foster
community engagement.

With a network of over 1,000 chapters and more than 300,000 members worldwide, Alpha Kappa
Alpha stands as a testament to the enduring power of sisterhood and service. The future of the
sorority is bright, as it continues to inspire new generations of leaders and change-makers.

Conclusion

The history of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority is a compelling story of resilience, empowerment, and
social responsibility. From its humble beginnings at Howard University, the sorority has grown into a
global leader in advocating for women and communities. As it continues to navigate the complexities
of modern society, Alpha Kappa Alpha remains steadfast in its mission to uplift and inspire,
embodying the spirit of its founders and the ideals of sisterhood.

Q: What was the main purpose behind the founding of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority?

A: The main purpose behind the founding of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority was to create a supportive
network for African American women in higher education, focusing on sisterhood, scholarship, and
community service.

Q: Who were the founding members of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority?

A: The founding members, known as the "Nine Jewels," include Ethel Hedgeman Lyle, Anna Easter
Brown, Beulah Burke, Lillie Burke, Margaret Flagg Holmes, Marjorie Hill, Elizabeth Garner, Edna Brown,
and Mary Louise Smith.

Q: How has Alpha Kappa Alpha contributed to social justice
movements?

A: Alpha Kappa Alpha has actively participated in social justice movements, particularly during the
Civil Rights Movement, engaging in voter registration drives, community outreach, and advocacy for
racial equality.

Q: What are some notable achievements of Alpha Kappa Alpha
members?

A: Notable achievements include the election of Kamala Harris as Vice President, Mae Jemison



becoming the first African American woman in space, and the involvement of members like Coretta
Scott King in civil rights advocacy.

Q: What are the current initiatives of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority?

A: Current initiatives focus on economic development, health awareness, educational scholarships,
and community service projects that address local needs.

Q: What do the colors and symbols of Alpha Kappa Alpha
represent?

A: The colors pink and green symbolize femininity and vitality, while symbols like the ivy leaf
represent growth and the pearl signifies purity and the beauty of sisterhood.

Q: How many members does Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority have
today?

A: Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority has over 300,000 members worldwide, with more than 1,000 chapters
across the globe.

Q: What is the significance of the motto "By Culture and By
Merit"?

A: The motto "By Culture and By Merit" reflects the sorority's commitment to uplifting women through
education, cultural engagement, and personal development.

Q: How does Alpha Kappa Alpha support education?

A: Alpha Kappa Alpha supports education through scholarship programs, mentorship initiatives, and
partnerships that assist students in pursuing higher education opportunities.

Q: What legacy does Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority aim to leave
for future generations?

A: Alpha Kappa Alpha aims to leave a legacy of empowerment, social responsibility, and leadership,
inspiring future generations of women to advocate for their communities and strive for excellence.
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