history of alpha kappa alpha

history of alpha kappa alpha is a rich narrative that details the founding, evolution, and impact of one of the
oldest sororities for African American women in the United States. Established in 1908 at Howard
University, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, has played an integral role in advocating for civil
rights, education, and leadership among Black women. This article explores the origins of the sorority, its
significant milestones, notable members, and its ongoing influence in contemporary society. By delving
into these aspects, we will uncover how Alpha Kappa Alpha has become a beacon of service and

empowerment, impacting generations of women and communities.
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Founding of Alpha Kappa Alpha

The founding of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, is a pivotal moment in the history of African
American women’s organizations. The sorority was established on January 15, 1908, by a group of nine
visionary students at Howard University, who sought to create a support network for Black women
pursuing higher education. The founders, known as the "Nine Jewels," were Ethel Hedgeman Lyle,
Beulah Burke, Lillie Burke, Marjorie Hill, Margaret Flagg Holmes, Anna Easter Brown, Lucy Diggs
Slowe, Marie Woolfolk Taylor, and Nellie Quander.

These women recognized the need for a sisterhood that would not only support its members academically
and socially but also empower them to advocate for social justice and community service. The initial
meeting took place in the basement of a dormitory, where they established the sorority's values of

sisterhood, scholarship, and service. The organization's first president, Ethel Hedgeman Lyle, played a



significant role in shaping its mission and vision, ensuring that the principles of charity and community

engagement were embedded in the sorority's foundation.

Milestones in History

Since its inception, Alpha Kappa Alpha has reached several significant milestones that have marked its
growth and development. The sorority expanded rapidly; by 1913, the first chapter outside of Howard
University was established at the University of Chicago. This expansion paved the way for the creation of

additional chapters across the United States and eventually internationally.

In 1918, Alpha Kappa Alpha became the first sorority to be incorporated, a critical move that provided legal
recognition and stability. Throughout the decades, the sorority has adapted to the changing social landscape
while remaining committed to its founding principles. During the civil rights movement, members
actively participated in campaigns advocating for equality, often working alongside prominent civil rights

leaders.

Key Historical Events

Several key events in the history of Alpha Kappa Alpha are noteworthy:

1908: Establishment of Alpha Kappa Alpha at Howard University.

1913: The first chapter established outside of Howard University.

1918: Incorporated as the first sorority for African American women.

1965: Launch of the "Operation Black Vote" initiative to encourage voter registration among African

Americans.

e 2004: Introduction of the "Target 1: HBCU Initiative" to support Historically Black Colleges and

Universities.



Notable Members

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, boasts a distinguished roster of members who have made
significant contributions across various fields. These women have not only exemplified the sorority's

commitment to scholarship and service but have also paved the way for future generations.

Influential Figures

Some of the most notable members include:

e Kamala Harris: The first female Vice President of the United States and member of the Alpha Kappa
Alpha class of 1986.

e Coretta Scott King: Civil rights activist and wife of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., who used her

platform to advocate for social justice.

¢ Michelle Obama: Former First Lady of the United States, who has championed education and

wellness initiatives.
¢ Rosa Parks: Iconic civil rights figure known for her role in the Montgomery Bus Boycott.

¢ Dr. Maya Angelou: Renowned poet and author who inspired generations through her literary

works.

Community Impact and Initiatives

Alpha Kappa Alpha has consistently focused on community service and advocacy, implementing numerous
initiatives to address the needs of underserved communities. The sorority's programs are designed to uplift

and empower individuals, particularly within the African American community.

Service Initiatives

Some of the key initiatives include:



e Scholarship Programs: Providing financial assistance to deserving students pursuing higher

education.

e Health Awareness: Promoting health education and awareness, particularly concerning issues that

disproportionately affect the African American community.

¢ Environmental Sustainability: Engaging in projects that promote environmental awareness and

sustainability.

¢ Economic Development: Supporting entrepreneurship and financial literacy initiatives among

community members.

¢ Global Impact: Engaging in international service projects to address global issues affecting women and

children.

Legacy and Future of Alpha Kappa Alpha

The legacy of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, is defined by its unwavering commitment to
service, scholarship, and sisterhood. As the oldest Greek-letter organization established by African American
women, it continues to inspire and empower women worldwide. The sorority has evolved to meet

contemporary challenges while staying true to its founding principles.

Looking to the future, Alpha Kappa Alpha is focused on addressing emerging issues such as social justice,
health disparities, and educational inequities. Through innovative programs and initiatives, the sorority

aims to create a lasting impact on communities while fostering leadership among its members.

Conclusion

The history of Alpha Kappa Alpha is a testament to the resilience and determination of Black women
striving for excellence and social change. From its humble beginnings at Howard University to its global
presence today, the sorority has left an indelible mark on society. Its commitment to service, leadership,
and empowerment continues to inspire countless individuals, ensuring that the legacy of Alpha Kappa

Alpha will endure for generations to come.



Q What was the purpose of founding Alpha Kappa Alpha?

A: The purpose of founding Alpha Kappa Alpha was to create a support network for African American

women pursuing higher education, promoting scholarship, sisterhood, and community service.

Q Who were the founders of Alpha Kappa Alpha?

A: The founders of Alpha Kappa Alpha are Ethel Hedgeman Lyle, Beulah Burke, Lillie Burke, Marjorie
Hill, Margaret Flagg Holmes, Anna Easter Brown, Lucy Diggs Slowe, Marie Woolfolk Taylor, and Nellie

Quander.

Q What are some significant milestones in the history of Alpha Kappa
Alpha?

A: Significant milestones include its founding in 1908, incorporation as the first sorority for African

American women in 1918, and the establishment of numerous chapters across the globe.

Q Who are some notable members of Alpha Kappa Alpha?

A: Notable members include Kamala Harris, Michelle Obama, Coretta Scott King, Rosa Parks, and Dr. Maya

Angelou, among others.

Q What types of community initiatives does Alpha Kappa Alpha engage
in?

A: Alpha Kappa Alpha engages in various community initiatives, including scholarship programs, health

awareness campaigns, environmental sustainability efforts, and economic development projects.

Q How has Alpha Kappa Alpha evolved over the years?

A: Alpha Kappa Alpha has evolved by expanding its initiatives to address contemporary issues like social

justice, health disparities, and educational inequities while remaining committed to its founding principles.

Q What is the significance of the "Nine Jewels" in Alpha Kappa Alpha's
history?

A: The "Nine Jewels" refers to the founders of Alpha Kappa Alpha, who established the sorority's core

values and mission, laying the groundwork for its future growth and impact.



Q How does Alpha Kappa Alpha influence contemporary society?

A: Alpha Kappa Alpha influences contemporary society by advocating for social change, empowering
women through education and leadership, and engaging in community service initiatives that address

pressing societal issues.
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