
history of armstrong county pa

History of Armstrong County, PA is rich and varied, reflecting the diverse influences that have shaped this
region of western Pennsylvania. From its early Indigenous inhabitants to the establishment of various
towns and industries, Armstrong County has a unique narrative that tells the story of resilience,
innovation, and community spirit.

Early Inhabitants

Before European settlers arrived, the land that is now Armstrong County was home to various Native
American tribes, including the Lenape (Delaware) and the Shawnee. These tribes thrived on the abundant
resources of the region, which consisted of lush forests, fertile river valleys, and an array of wildlife. They
established trade routes and utilized the rivers for fishing and transportation.

European Settlement

The European settlement of Armstrong County began in the early 18th century, primarily with the
arrival of German and Scots-Irish immigrants. These settlers were drawn to the area’s agricultural potential
and natural resources. They established farms, and small communities began to form as more settlers moved
into the region.

In 1785, the area was part of Westmoreland County, but as the population grew, it became apparent that a
new county was needed to serve the residents better. The creation of Armstrong County was formalized
on March 12, 1800, named after John Armstrong, a Revolutionary War general and a prominent figure in
Pennsylvania politics.

Growth and Development in the 19th Century

As the 19th century progressed, Armstrong County experienced significant economic development. The
discovery of coal and the establishment of iron and steel industries transformed the local economy.

Transportation and Infrastructure

The development of transportation networks was crucial for the growth of Armstrong County. The rivers,
particularly the Allegheny River, played a vital role in transportation, allowing for the movement of goods



and resources.

- In 1825, the Pennsylvania Canal system was completed, enhancing trade and facilitating the transport of
coal and other products.
- The arrival of the railroad in the mid-19th century further spurred economic growth, allowing for
quicker and more efficient movement of goods and people.

Industrialization

With the rise of the coal and steel industries, towns such as Kittanning, Ford City, and Leechburg emerged
as industrial hubs. Factories and mills were established to process raw materials, providing employment
opportunities for local residents and attracting workers from surrounding areas.

By the late 1800s, Armstrong County had become a significant player in the coal and steel industry,
contributing to the broader economic growth of Pennsylvania and the United States.

Socio-Cultural Development

As Armstrong County grew, so did its cultural and social landscape. The influx of immigrants brought
diverse traditions and customs, enriching the local community.

Education and Religion

Education became a priority for the residents of Armstrong County, leading to the establishment of schools
and educational institutions. In addition, various religious denominations established churches, creating a
sense of community and providing social support for residents.

- Some of the prominent religious groups included the Methodists, Baptists, and Catholics, each contributing
to the development of social services and community organizations.

Community Organizations and Events

By the late 19th century, numerous community organizations and clubs had emerged, fostering a sense of
belonging and civic pride among residents. Notable events, fairs, and festivals celebrated local culture,
history, and agriculture, helping to strengthen community ties.



Challenges in the 20th Century

The 20th century brought both challenges and changes to Armstrong County, particularly during the Great
Depression and the decline of the coal and steel industries.

The Great Depression

The Great Depression of the 1930s had a profound impact on Armstrong County. Many residents faced
unemployment and economic hardship as industries struggled to survive. Community organizations,
churches, and local government efforts aimed to provide relief and support during this difficult time.

Post-War Era and Industrial Decline

The post-World War II era initially saw a resurgence in industrial activity, but by the 1970s, many coal
mines and steel mills began to close. This decline led to significant economic challenges for the county,
resulting in job losses and population decline as residents sought opportunities elsewhere.

Modern Armstrong County

Despite the challenges faced during the late 20th century, Armstrong County has adapted and evolved in
the 21st century.

Economic Diversification

Today, Armstrong County's economy is more diversified. While manufacturing still plays a role, the
county has also seen growth in sectors such as healthcare, education, and tourism. The local government has
worked to attract new businesses and investments to stimulate economic growth.

Community Revitalization

Efforts to revitalize communities have gained momentum, with initiatives aimed at improving
infrastructure, enhancing local amenities, and promoting tourism. Historical sites, parks, and recreational
opportunities are being developed to attract visitors and foster community pride.



- Notable attractions include the Kittanning Riverfront Park, the Armstrong County Historical Museum,
and various local festivals that celebrate the region's rich heritage.

Conclusion

The history of Armstrong County, PA, is a testament to the resilience and adaptability of its residents.
From its early Indigenous roots to its industrial boom and contemporary revitalization efforts, the county
has continuously evolved while maintaining a strong sense of community and identity. As Armstrong
County moves forward, it honors its past while embracing new opportunities for growth and development.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year was Armstrong County, PA established?
Armstrong County was established on March 12, 1800.

Who is Armstrong County named after?
Armstrong County is named after John Armstrong Jr., a general in the French and Indian War.

What are some key industries that shaped Armstrong County's economy?
Key industries included coal mining, oil production, and manufacturing, particularly in glass and steel.

What historical significance does the Allegheny River have in
Armstrong County?
The Allegheny River served as a vital transportation route for trade and played a crucial role in the early
industry of the county.

What is the significance of the town of Kittanning in Armstrong County's
history?
Kittanning, the county seat, was a major trading hub and site of significant historical events, including
conflicts during the French and Indian War.



How did the discovery of oil impact Armstrong County in the 19th
century?
The discovery of oil in the 1850s led to a boom in population and economic growth, establishing the county
as a notable oil producer.

What role did the Pennsylvania Railroad play in Armstrong County?
The Pennsylvania Railroad facilitated transportation and commerce, enhancing the growth of industries
and communities in Armstrong County.

Which notable historical figure from Armstrong County served as a U.S.
Congressman?
John A. D. W. McCormick, who served as a U.S. Congressman, is a notable historical figure from Armstrong
County.

What cultural contributions have emerged from Armstrong County?
Armstrong County has a rich cultural heritage, including contributions to music, art, and local festivals that
celebrate its history.

What are some historical landmarks to visit in Armstrong County?
Notable landmarks include the Kittanning Historic District, the Armstrong County Courthouse, and the
Allegheny River Lock and Dam.
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