
history of deland florida
history of deland florida is a rich tapestry woven from the threads of Native American heritage,
19th-century development, and modern-day growth. Located in Volusia County, DeLand has evolved
from a small settlement into a vibrant city known for its historic charm and cultural significance.
This article delves into the various phases of DeLand's history, including its early inhabitants, the
establishment of its economy, the founding of Stetson University, and its role in the broader context
of Florida's development. By exploring these themes, we can better appreciate how DeLand has
shaped its identity over the years.
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Early Inhabitants of DeLand
The history of DeLand, Florida, begins long before European settlers arrived. The area was
originally inhabited by the Timucua tribe, who thrived in the region's rich natural resources. The
Timucua people lived primarily in the forests and wetlands of Florida and relied on fishing, hunting,
and gathering for sustenance. Their social structure was complex, and they engaged in trade with
neighboring tribes, which allowed them to acquire goods such as pottery and tools.

Archaeological evidence indicates that the Timucua had established numerous settlements across
the region. They constructed homes made of palmetto and thatch, utilizing the abundant resources
available to them. The arrival of Europeans in the 16th century significantly impacted the Timucua,
as diseases brought by explorers decimated their population. By the time settlers arrived in the 19th
century, the Timucua had largely disappeared from the area.

Founding and Development of DeLand
DeLand was founded in the 1870s by Henry Addison DeLand, a New York businessman who saw the
potential for development in this part of Florida. In 1876, he purchased land in the area and began
promoting it as a prime location for agriculture, particularly citrus cultivation. DeLand's favorable
climate and fertile soil attracted many settlers, leading to a rapid increase in population and
economic activity.

In 1882, DeLand was officially incorporated, and the city began to take shape. The arrival of the



railroad in 1886 further fueled growth, connecting DeLand to other major cities in Florida and
facilitating the transport of goods and people. During this period, DeLand became known as the
"Athens of Florida" due to its burgeoning educational institutions and cultural development.

The Role of Agriculture
Agriculture played a crucial role in DeLand's early economy. The region's citrus industry blossomed,
and by the late 19th century, DeLand was recognized as a significant producer of oranges and
grapefruits. The success of these crops established a foundation for the local economy and attracted
further investment in the area.

In addition to citrus, DeLand's farmers diversified into other crops, including vegetables and cotton.
This agricultural boom contributed to the establishment of numerous packinghouses and processing
facilities, further solidifying the city's role as an agricultural hub.

The Impact of Stetson University
One of the most significant milestones in DeLand's history was the founding of Stetson University in
1883. Established by John B. Stetson, a successful hat manufacturer from Pennsylvania, the
university aimed to provide higher education in a variety of fields. Stetson's vision was to create an
institution that combined academic excellence with a strong moral foundation.

Stetson University quickly gained a reputation for its commitment to education and has since grown
into a prominent university in Florida. The institution has undergone numerous expansions and
developments over the years, contributing to the cultural and intellectual fabric of DeLand. Today,
Stetson University offers a range of undergraduate and graduate programs and is known for its law
school, music program, and commitment to sustainability.

Cultural Contributions
The presence of Stetson University has had a profound impact on the cultural landscape of DeLand.
The university hosts various events, including music performances, lectures, and art exhibitions,
which enrich the community's cultural offerings. Additionally, the university's students and faculty
often engage in community service and outreach programs, fostering a strong connection between
the institution and the city.

DeLand in the 20th Century
The 20th century brought significant changes to DeLand, as the city continued to grow and
modernize. The establishment of new infrastructure, such as roads and public services, facilitated
further development. DeLand became a center for commerce and education in Volusia County,
attracting businesses and residents alike.

During the mid-20th century, DeLand's economy began to diversify beyond agriculture. The city saw
the emergence of various industries, including manufacturing and retail. With the post-World War II
population boom, DeLand experienced an influx of new residents, leading to the expansion of
housing and services.



Historic Preservation Efforts
As DeLand progressed into the latter half of the century, efforts to preserve its historic character
gained momentum. The city is home to numerous historic buildings and sites, including the Athens
Theatre, which opened in 1921, and the DeLand Memorial Hospital, established in 1920. In 1971,
DeLand was added to the National Register of Historic Places, recognizing its significance and the
importance of preserving its heritage.

Modern DeLand and Its Cultural Heritage
Today, DeLand is a vibrant city that balances modern growth with a commitment to preserving its
historical roots. The city hosts various annual events that celebrate its cultural heritage, such as the
DeLand Fall Festival of the Arts and the DeLand Blue Spring Manatee Festival. These events attract
visitors from across the region and showcase local artists, musicians, and artisans.

DeLand also boasts a thriving downtown area filled with unique shops, restaurants, and cultural
venues. The city's commitment to enhancing public spaces and promoting local businesses has
fostered a sense of community and contributed to its appeal as a destination for residents and
tourists alike.

Future of DeLand
Looking ahead, DeLand is poised for continued growth and development. The city is actively
investing in infrastructure improvements, sustainable practices, and community engagement
initiatives. As DeLand embraces its history while adapting to modern challenges, it remains a
dynamic and attractive location for individuals and families seeking a quality lifestyle in Central
Florida.

Conclusion
The history of DeLand, Florida, is a fascinating journey through time, reflecting the resilience and
spirit of its people. From its early days as a Native American settlement to its establishment as a
flourishing agricultural center and educational hub, DeLand has continually evolved while honoring
its past. The city's vibrant culture, historical significance, and commitment to community make it a
remarkable place that embodies the essence of Florida's rich heritage.

Q: What is the significance of Stetson University in DeLand's
history?
A: Stetson University, founded in 1883, has played a crucial role in shaping DeLand's cultural and
educational landscape. It has contributed to the city's growth and attracts students, faculty, and
visitors, enhancing the community's cultural offerings.



Q: How did agriculture influence the development of DeLand?
A: Agriculture, particularly citrus cultivation, was a driving force in DeLand's early economy. The
region's fertile soil and favorable climate made it a significant producer of oranges and grapefruits,
leading to economic growth and the establishment of packinghouses.

Q: What are some notable historic sites in DeLand?
A: DeLand is home to several historic sites, including the Athens Theatre, the DeLand Memorial
Hospital, and various buildings listed on the National Register of Historic Places, which highlight the
city's rich architectural heritage.

Q: How has DeLand preserved its historical character?
A: DeLand has undertaken various preservation efforts, including restoring historic buildings,
promoting local heritage events, and receiving recognition as a historic district, which helps
maintain the city’s historical integrity.

Q: What events celebrate DeLand's cultural heritage?
A: Events such as the DeLand Fall Festival of the Arts and the DeLand Blue Spring Manatee Festival
celebrate the city's cultural heritage by showcasing local artists, musicians, and artisans, fostering
community engagement.

Q: What role did the railroad play in DeLand's growth?
A: The arrival of the railroad in 1886 connected DeLand to larger markets and cities, facilitating
trade and travel, which significantly contributed to the city's growth and economic development
during the late 19th century.

Q: Who were the original inhabitants of the DeLand area?
A: The original inhabitants of the DeLand area were the Timucua tribe, who thrived off the region's
natural resources before European colonization drastically reduced their population.

Q: What is the current economic focus of DeLand?
A: Modern DeLand has diversified its economy beyond agriculture to include retail, manufacturing,
and service industries, while still maintaining a strong focus on education and cultural activities.

Q: How has DeLand changed in the 21st century?
A: In the 21st century, DeLand has experienced growth in population and economic development,
with a focus on enhancing infrastructure, sustainability, and preserving its cultural heritage, making
it an attractive place to live and visit.
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