
history of hotel del coronado
history of hotel del coronado is a fascinating journey that spans over a century, showcasing the
evolution of one of America’s most iconic beachfront resorts. Located in Coronado, California, this
historic hotel has housed countless celebrities, dignitaries, and guests, all of whom have been
enchanted by its Victorian architecture and stunning ocean views. The story of Hotel del Coronado is
rich with intriguing events, architectural innovations, and cultural significance. This article will
explore its inception in the late 19th century, its role in American history, notable guests and events,
and the hotel’s ongoing legacy in the hospitality industry.
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Origins and Construction

The Hotel del Coronado was established in 1888 by Elisha Babcock Jr. and Hampton L. Story, who
envisioned a luxurious resort that would cater to the wealthy elite. The location was strategically
chosen for its picturesque views and proximity to San Diego, making it an ideal getaway for affluent
visitors. The hotel was constructed using a unique design that featured wood from the Pacific Coast,
with a distinct Victorian style that set it apart from other accommodations of the time.

Visionaries Behind the Hotel

Elisha Babcock Jr. and Hampton L. Story were not just business partners; they were visionaries who
sought to create a destination that would define leisure and luxury in the late 19th century. Their
commitment to excellence is evident in the hotel's architectural design and amenities. The hotel was
designed by architect James W. Reid, who incorporated elements of the Queen Anne style, which
was prevalent during that era.

Inauguration and Early Years



The Hotel del Coronado officially opened its doors on February 19, 1888. It quickly became a hotspot
for the wealthy, offering lavish accommodations, exquisite dining, and numerous recreational
activities. Its grand opening was celebrated with a lavish gala, attracting attention from across the
nation. Over the years, the hotel continued to expand its facilities, including the addition of a famous
beachfront and various recreational offerings like tennis courts and a swimming pool.

Architectural Significance

One of the most striking features of the Hotel del Coronado is its architectural design, which has
earned it a place on the National Register of Historic Places. The hotel exemplifies the Victorian
architectural style with its red shingles and grand turret, making it a recognized landmark in San
Diego. It has been referred to as “The Del” and remains one of the few surviving examples of
Victorian beach resorts in the United States.

Design Features

The hotel showcases several architectural elements that contribute to its charm. Key features
include:

Red wood-shingled roof

Extensive porches and verandas

Turrets and gables

Intricate woodwork and moldings

Grand lobby with a stunning chandelier

These design elements reflect the opulence of the Gilded Age and the craftsmanship of the era,
attracting visitors who appreciate both history and beauty.

Historical Events and Notable Guests

The Hotel del Coronado has hosted many notable figures throughout its history, including
celebrities, political leaders, and royalty. Its allure has made it a popular destination for those
seeking luxury and exclusivity.

Celebrity Guests



Over the years, the hotel has welcomed a wide array of celebrities, solidifying its reputation as a
glamorous retreat. Notable guests include:

Charles Lindbergh

Marilyn Monroe

Thomas Edison

President Franklin D. Roosevelt

John Wayne

These distinguished guests contributed to the hotel’s storied past, each leaving behind their own
memorable experiences.

Film and Cultural Impact

The Hotel del Coronado has also made its mark in the film industry. It gained further fame through
its appearance in the classic 1959 film "Some Like It Hot," starring Marilyn Monroe, Tony Curtis,
and Jack Lemmon. This film not only showcased the hotel’s beauty but also introduced it to a new
generation of visitors, further enhancing its status as a cultural landmark.

The Hotel During World Wars

During World War I and World War II, the Hotel del Coronado played a vital role as it transitioned
from a luxury resort to a military facility. In World War I, it served as a naval barracks and hospital,
accommodating soldiers and providing care for the wounded. This shift demonstrated the hotel’s
adaptability and commitment to serving the country during challenging times.

The Hotel as a Military Hospital

In World War II, the Hotel del Coronado again adapted to the needs of the military by housing troops
and serving as a training facility. Its ability to transform and support the war effort further solidified
its place in American history, showcasing the hotel’s resilience and significance during pivotal
moments in the nation’s past.

Modern Renovations and Legacy

In recent years, the Hotel del Coronado has undergone extensive renovations to modernize its



facilities while preserving its historic charm. These updates have included the addition of luxury
suites, enhanced dining options, and improved amenities, ensuring that it continues to attract
visitors from around the globe.

Commitment to Preservation

The hotel’s management has prioritized the preservation of its historical elements, ensuring that the
architectural integrity remains intact. This commitment to maintaining its legacy allows the Hotel
del Coronado to continue to serve as a beacon of historical and cultural significance in California.

Ongoing Cultural Relevance

Today, the Hotel del Coronado stands as a testament to California's rich history and a symbol of
luxury and relaxation. Its beautiful beachfront location, combined with its storied past, continues to
captivate visitors, making it one of the most beloved hotels in the United States.

Conclusion

The history of Hotel del Coronado is not just about a building; it is a narrative of elegance,
adaptation, and cultural significance. From its inception in the late 19th century to its status as a
modern luxury resort, the hotel has played a pivotal role in American hospitality. As it continues to
welcome guests from around the world, the Hotel del Coronado remains a cherished landmark,
preserving its rich history while embracing the future.

Q: What year was the Hotel del Coronado built?
A: The Hotel del Coronado was built in 1888 and opened its doors on February 19 of that year.

Q: Who were the founders of Hotel del Coronado?
A: The founders of Hotel del Coronado were Elisha Babcock Jr. and Hampton L. Story, who
envisioned a luxurious resort for the elite.

Q: Which famous movie was filmed at the Hotel del Coronado?
A: The famous movie "Some Like It Hot," starring Marilyn Monroe, Tony Curtis, and Jack Lemmon,
was filmed at the Hotel del Coronado in 1959.



Q: Did the Hotel del Coronado serve any military purpose
during the World Wars?
A: Yes, during both World War I and World War II, the Hotel del Coronado served as a naval
barracks and hospital, accommodating troops and providing medical care.

Q: What architectural style is the Hotel del Coronado known
for?
A: The Hotel del Coronado is known for its distinctive Victorian architectural style, particularly the
Queen Anne style, featuring a red wood-shingled roof and grand turret.

Q: Is the Hotel del Coronado recognized as a historical
landmark?
A: Yes, the Hotel del Coronado is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, highlighting its
architectural significance and historical importance.

Q: What modern amenities does the Hotel del Coronado offer
today?
A: Today, the Hotel del Coronado offers luxurious accommodations, multiple dining options, a spa,
and extensive recreational facilities while preserving its historic charm.

Q: Who are some notable guests who have stayed at the Hotel
del Coronado?
A: Notable guests of the Hotel del Coronado include Charles Lindbergh, Marilyn Monroe, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt, and John Wayne, among others.
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