
history of jekyll island club
history of jekyll island club is a fascinating tale intertwined with the
opulence of America's Gilded Age, showcasing the rise and fall of a premier
social club that attracted the nation's wealthiest elite. Established in the
late 19th century, the Jekyll Island Club became a symbol of affluence and
exclusivity, where tycoons and their families would escape the rigors of
urban life. This article explores the origins of the club, its prominent
members, the architectural significance of its buildings, and its eventual
decline and transformation into a historical landmark. As one delves into the
history of the Jekyll Island Club, it becomes evident how this unique
destination reflects broader societal changes throughout American history.
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Origins of the Jekyll Island Club

The Jekyll Island Club was founded in 1886 by a group of wealthy
industrialists seeking a private retreat from the bustling cities of the East
Coast. The island itself, situated off the coast of Georgia, was chosen for
its serene beaches and subtropical climate, ideal for winter getaways. The
initial group consisted of influential figures from various industries,
including finance, steel, and railroads. They envisioned a place where they
could enjoy leisure activities and socialize away from the public eye.

Initially, the club was established as a hunting club, but its purpose
quickly evolved into a social haven for the elite. The founding members
pooled their resources to create a series of cottages and a grand clubhouse,
designed to cater to their luxurious lifestyle. The exclusivity of the club
was marked by its strict membership policies, which limited access to only
the wealthiest individuals and their families. This exclusivity contributed
to the club's allure and established it as a symbol of prosperity and
privilege during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.



Prominent Members of the Club

Throughout its history, the Jekyll Island Club attracted many notable
figures, including some of the most influential industrialists and financiers
of the era. These members played significant roles in shaping America's
economy and society. Notable members included:

J.P. Morgan: The famed banker and financier who helped to create General
Electric and U.S. Steel.

Charles Stewart Maurice: A prominent figure in the steel industry and a
partner of Andrew Carnegie.

William Rockefeller: The brother of John D. Rockefeller, he was a key
player in the oil industry.

Thomas Edison: The inventor and businessman known for his contributions
to electrical engineering and technology.

Henry Flagler: A key figure in the development of Florida's east coast,
known for his role in the Florida East Coast Railway.

These individuals not only contributed to the club's prestige but also
engaged in discussions that would shape the future of American business. The
club served as a backdrop for vital conversations about industry, finance,
and politics, making it a significant site for influential networking.

Architectural Significance

The architectural style of the Jekyll Island Club is a blend of various
influences, predominantly Richardsonian Romanesque and Victorian styles. The
centerpiece of the club is the impressive clubhouse, which features
distinctive elements such as large stone arches, a grand ballroom, and
expansive verandas that overlook the lush gardens.

In addition to the clubhouse, the club grounds are dotted with members'
cottages, each uniquely designed to reflect the tastes and preferences of
their owners. Some of the most notable cottages include:

Indian Mound Cottage: The home of Charles Stewart Maurice, featuring
intricate woodwork and expansive porches.

Goodyear Cottage: Built by the Goodyear family, showcasing an elegant



Victorian design.

Crane Cottage: Known for its distinctive tabby concrete construction and
beautiful gardens.

Jekyll Island Club Hotel: Originally built as a hotel for members and
guests, it remains a key feature of the island.

The architectural elements of the Jekyll Island Club reflect the wealth and
status of its members while also showcasing the craftsmanship of the era.
Today, these structures are preserved as part of the Jekyll Island Historic
District, providing insight into the luxurious lifestyle of America's elite
during the Gilded Age.

Decline of the Club

The Jekyll Island Club enjoyed its peak popularity until the early 20th
century. However, several factors contributed to its decline. The rise of the
automobile made travel more accessible, leading wealthy families to seek new
destinations that offered modern amenities and conveniences. Additionally,
the Great Depression in the 1930s had a profound impact on the financial
stability of many members, leading to a decrease in club activities.

By the mid-20th century, the club's exclusivity waned, and many of its
cottages fell into disrepair. The last regular meeting of the club took place
in 1942, marking the end of an era. Following its decline, the island was
purchased by the State of Georgia in 1947, which aimed to preserve the area
and its historical significance.

Transformation into a Historic Landmark

The transformation of the Jekyll Island Club into a historic landmark began
in the 1970s when efforts were made to restore and preserve the remaining
structures. The Jekyll Island Museum was established to educate visitors
about the club's rich history and the influential figures associated with it.
The historic district was designated a National Historic Landmark, ensuring
the protection and promotion of the area's unique heritage.

Today, the Jekyll Island Club Historic District remains a popular destination
for tourists and history enthusiasts alike. The restored buildings serve as a
testament to the opulence of the Gilded Age and provide a glimpse into the
lives of America's elite during that time. Guided tours, educational
programs, and special events offer visitors the opportunity to immerse



themselves in the club's storied past.

Visiting the Jekyll Island Club Today

For those interested in exploring the history of the Jekyll Island Club,
visiting the site offers a unique experience. The Jekyll Island Museum
provides a wealth of information about the club's history and its prominent
members. Visitors can tour the historic cottages, participate in guided
tours, and enjoy various recreational activities on the island.

The picturesque setting, combined with the rich history, makes the Jekyll
Island Club a must-visit destination for anyone interested in America's
Gilded Age. Whether you are an architecture enthusiast, a history buff, or
simply seeking a scenic getaway, the Jekyll Island Club offers a blend of
leisure and learning.

Q: What was the purpose of the Jekyll Island Club
when it was first established?
A: The Jekyll Island Club was initially established as a hunting club for
wealthy industrialists seeking a private retreat from city life. Over time,
it evolved into a social haven for the elite, where members engaged in
leisure activities and networking.

Q: Who were some of the notable members of the
Jekyll Island Club?
A: Notable members included J.P. Morgan, Charles Stewart Maurice, William
Rockefeller, Thomas Edison, and Henry Flagler, all of whom were influential
figures in various industries during the Gilded Age.

Q: What architectural styles are represented in the
Jekyll Island Club's buildings?
A: The architectural styles of the Jekyll Island Club largely reflect
Richardsonian Romanesque and Victorian influences, characterized by intricate
stonework, expansive porches, and distinctive design elements that showcase
the wealth of its members.

Q: When did the Jekyll Island Club decline in



popularity?
A: The Jekyll Island Club experienced a decline in popularity during the
early 20th century, exacerbated by the advent of the automobile and the
economic challenges posed by the Great Depression, leading to a decrease in
membership and activities.

Q: How has the Jekyll Island Club been preserved for
future generations?
A: The Jekyll Island Club has been preserved through restoration efforts
initiated in the 1970s, leading to the establishment of the Jekyll Island
Museum and the designation of the historic district as a National Historic
Landmark.

Q: Can visitors explore the Jekyll Island Club
today?
A: Yes, visitors can explore the Jekyll Island Club today by participating in
guided tours, visiting the museum, and enjoying various recreational
activities available on the island, making it a popular destination for
history enthusiasts and tourists alike.
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