
history of manhattan beach
History of Manhattan Beach is a captivating journey that traces the evolution of this iconic
Southern California coastal city from its early days to its present status as a vibrant beach
community. Nestled in the heart of Los Angeles County, Manhattan Beach is renowned for its
picturesque beaches, upscale residences, and a strong sense of community. To understand how
Manhattan Beach came to be, we must delve into its origins, development, and the various
influences that shaped its character over the decades.

Early Beginnings

The history of Manhattan Beach begins long before its incorporation as a city in 1912. The area was
originally inhabited by the Tongva people, a Native American tribe that thrived along the Southern
California coast. They lived harmoniously with the land, relying on the rich marine resources and the
bountiful environment for sustenance.

Spanish Exploration and Land Grants

In the late 18th century, Spanish explorers arrived in California, leading to significant changes in the
region. The Spanish established missions, and land grants were issued to settlers. The area that
would become Manhattan Beach was part of the Rancho Sausal Redondo, granted to Juan José
Dominguez in 1834. This land was primarily used for cattle ranching and agriculture.

The Transition to American Control

The mid-19th century brought a new wave of change as California became part of the United States
following the Mexican-American War. The region underwent further settlement as American
pioneers arrived in search of opportunities. By the late 1800s, the area began to attract attention for
its natural beauty and potential for development.

The Birth of Manhattan Beach

The official founding of Manhattan Beach can be traced back to the late 19th century. In 1863, a
businessman named John W. McCoy purchased a large tract of land, intending to develop it as a
beach resort. The area's pristine beaches and temperate climate quickly drew interest from tourists
and potential residents.

The Name "Manhattan Beach"



The name "Manhattan Beach" is believed to have been inspired by the New York City borough of
Manhattan, reflecting the aspirations of its early developers who sought to create a thriving
beachfront community reminiscent of the East Coast. In 1902, Manhattan Beach was officially
incorporated as a city, marking a significant milestone in its history.

Growth and Development in the Early 20th Century

Following its incorporation, Manhattan Beach experienced rapid growth. The early 1900s saw the
establishment of numerous hotels, restaurants, and entertainment venues catering to visitors. The
city's beautiful sandy beaches became a popular destination for beachgoers, attracting families and
tourists seeking sun and leisure.

Transportation and Accessibility

The development of transportation infrastructure played a crucial role in the city's growth. In 1902,
the Pacific Electric Railway connected Manhattan Beach to Los Angeles, making it more accessible
to visitors. This railway system facilitated the influx of tourists and residents, contributing to the
city's burgeoning economy.

Recreation and Leisure Activities

As the city grew, so did recreational opportunities. The Manhattan Beach Pier, completed in 1920,
became a focal point for the community, providing a picturesque spot for fishing, strolling, and
enjoying the ocean views. The pier has undergone various renovations and remains an iconic
landmark to this day.

Post-War Expansion and Cultural Shifts

The end of World War II marked a transformative period for Manhattan Beach. The post-war
economic boom led to an increase in population as returning veterans sought housing and
opportunities in the area.

Residential Development

The demand for housing surged, resulting in significant residential development throughout the
1950s and 1960s. Many single-family homes were built to accommodate families, leading to a
diverse community that reflected the American dream of homeownership. This period also saw an
increase in the number of beach-related businesses, further solidifying Manhattan Beach's
reputation as a premier coastal destination.



Cultural Influences

The city's culture began to evolve during this time, influenced by the diverse backgrounds of its
residents. Manhattan Beach embraced a laid-back coastal lifestyle, and community events and
festivals became integral to local culture. The annual Manhattan Beach Open, a beach volleyball
tournament, emerged during this era, showcasing the city's commitment to sports and recreation.

Modern Manhattan Beach

Today, Manhattan Beach is known for its affluent neighborhoods, excellent schools, and thriving
local businesses. The city has successfully maintained its charm while adapting to modern trends
and challenges.

Preservation and Sustainability Efforts

In recent years, there has been a strong focus on preserving the city's natural beauty and promoting
sustainability. Initiatives to protect the coastline and enhance public spaces have been implemented,
ensuring that future generations can enjoy the city's idyllic beaches and parks.

Community Engagement and Development

Community engagement remains a cornerstone of Manhattan Beach's identity. The city organizes
numerous events throughout the year, fostering a sense of belonging among residents. From beach
clean-up days to cultural festivals, these initiatives create a strong community spirit while
celebrating the city's rich history.

Conclusion

The history of Manhattan Beach is a testament to the resilience and adaptability of its residents.
From its early days as a Native American land to its development as a bustling beach city,
Manhattan Beach has evolved while retaining its coastal charm. Today, it stands as a vibrant
community that honors its past while looking toward a sustainable and inclusive future. As
Manhattan Beach continues to grow and change, its rich history serves as a reminder of the diverse
influences that have shaped this beautiful coastal gem.

Frequently Asked Questions



What was the original name of Manhattan Beach?
The original name of Manhattan Beach was 'Shore Acres' when it was founded in the late 19th
century.

When was Manhattan Beach incorporated as a city?
Manhattan Beach was incorporated as a city on December 2, 1912.

Who were the first settlers of Manhattan Beach?
The first settlers of Manhattan Beach were primarily European immigrants, including those from the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom, who arrived in the late 1800s.

What significant event took place in Manhattan Beach in the
1920s?
In the 1920s, Manhattan Beach became a popular tourist destination, attracting visitors with its
sandy beaches and oceanfront attractions.

How did the development of the railway impact Manhattan
Beach?
The development of the railway in the early 1900s made Manhattan Beach more accessible, leading
to increased tourism and residential development.

What role did Manhattan Beach play during World War II?
During World War II, Manhattan Beach was home to military installations and training camps,
contributing to the war effort.

What is the significance of the Manhattan Beach Pier?
The Manhattan Beach Pier, built in 1920, is a historic landmark and a popular recreational spot that
symbolizes the city's coastal heritage.

What cultural influences shaped Manhattan Beach?
Manhattan Beach has been shaped by various cultural influences, including surf culture, which
began to flourish in the mid-20th century and remains a defining aspect of the community.

How has Manhattan Beach evolved in recent years?
In recent years, Manhattan Beach has evolved into a vibrant city known for its upscale homes,
thriving business district, and active community events, while still preserving its historical charm.
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