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History of Marquette Basketball

The history of Marquette basketball is a rich tapestry woven with triumphs, challenges, and a
passionate fan base that has rallied around its teams for decades. Marquette University, located in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, has established itself as a powerhouse in college basketball, producing
numerous talented players and memorable moments throughout its storied past. From its early days
to its current status in NCAA Division | basketball, Marquette has left an indelible mark on the sport.

Early Years (1916-1950)

Marquette basketball began in 1916, with the formation of the university's first team. The team's
early days were characterized by a focus on local competition, participating in games against other
colleges and universities in Wisconsin.

The Formation of the Program

- 1916: The first official Marquette basketball team was established.
- 1920s: The team competed in the Midwest and became known for its competitive spirit.
- 1930s: Marquette began to gain recognition by winning several local tournaments.

During this period, the program struggled to build a national identity, but it laid the foundation for
future success. The team played in various local leagues and gained experience, which would prove
essential for its later achievements.

The Golden Era (1950-1970)

The 1950s and 1960s marked a significant turning point for Marquette basketball as the team began
to gain national prominence.

Rise to Prominence

- 1954: Marquette hired head coach Al McGuire, who would become a key figure in the program's
success.

- 1970: The team made its first NCAA tournament appearance, signaling its arrival on the national
stage.

Under McGuire's leadership, Marquette adopted an exciting style of play that captivated fans and
drew attention from the media. This era was characterized by remarkable achievements, including:



- NCAA Tournament Appearances: The team qualified for the NCAA tournament multiple times during
the 1960s.

- Winning the NIT: In 1970, Marquette won the National Invitation Tournament (NIT), solidifying its
reputation as a formidable force in college basketball.

The Championship Years (1970-1980)

The 1970s were a defining decade for Marquette basketball, culminating in the team's first NCAA
championship.

1977 NCAA Championship

- Season Overview: The 1976-77 season was one of the most successful in Marquette's history,
marked by a strong roster and strategic gameplay.

- Key Players: The team featured standout players like Butch Lee, who was named the tournament's
Most Outstanding Player.

- Final Four: Marquette advanced to the Final Four, where they defeated North Carolina and then
faced the University of North Carolina in the championship game.

In the championship game held on March 26, 1977, Marquette defeated the Tar Heels 67-59, earning

the first NCAA title in school history. This victory not only elevated the program's status but also
solidified Al McGuire's legacy as a coaching legend.

Post-Championship Era (1980-1990)

Following the championship victory, the Marquette basketball program faced challenges as it
navigated the changing landscape of college basketball.

Coaching Changes and Challenges

- Al McGuire's Retirement: McGuire retired after the 1976-77 season, leaving a significant void in the
program.

- Successors: Several coaches, including Hank Raymonds and Kevin O'Neill, attempted to maintain the
program's competitive edge.

Despite these changes, the team continued to compete at a high level. Notable achievements during
this period included:

- Multiple NCAA tournament appearances.
- Competitive matchups against top-tier programs.

However, the team struggled to replicate the success of the McGuire era.



The Return to Glory (1990-2000)

The 1990s marked another resurgence for Marquette basketball, driven by a new coaching philosophy
and a commitment to recruiting top talent.

New Beginnings

- 1990: The hiring of coach Tom Crean brought a fresh perspective to the program.
- Recruitment: Crean's focus on recruiting allowed Marquette to bring in promising high school
players.

During this era, Marquette made several significant strides:

- NCAA Tournament Runs: The team made multiple NCAA tournament appearances, including a trip to
the Sweet Sixteen in 1994.

- Conference Realignment: Marquette switched conferences, joining Conference USA in 1995, which
allowed for increased exposure and competition.

National Recognition (2000-2010)

The 2000s were a transformative period for Marquette basketball, highlighted by a return to the
national spotlight.

2003 NCAA Tournament Run

- Key Players: The team featured standout players like Dwyane Wade, who would go on to have a
legendary NBA career.

- Final Four Appearance: Marquette made a remarkable run in the 2003 NCAA tournament, reaching
the Final Four.

In the Final Four, Marquette faced the Kansas Jayhawks, ultimately falling short but showcasing the

program's resilience and talent. Wade's performance during this tournament solidified his status as a
college basketball star.

Recent Developments (2010-Present)

As Marquette basketball entered the 2010s, the program faced a new set of challenges and
opportunities.



Coaching Changes and New Directions

- Buzz Williams Era: Under coach Buzz Williams, Marquette experienced success in the Big East
Conference.
- Shaka Smart: In 2021, Marquette hired Shaka Smart, known for his innovative coaching style.

During this period, Marquette focused on rebuilding the program while maintaining its competitive
spirit. Key developments included:

- Success in the Big East: Marquette consistently competed against some of the top programs in the
conference.

- Player Development: The program emphasized developing young talent, preparing players for
success at the collegiate and professional levels.

Conclusion

The history of Marquette basketball is a testament to the resilience and passion of its players,
coaches, and fans. From its humble beginnings to becoming a national powerhouse, Marquette has
experienced the highs and lows of college basketball. The program has produced numerous NBA
stars, including Dwyane Wade and Jimmy Butler, and continues to be a force within the NCAA
landscape. With a commitment to excellence and a dedication to its rich history, Marquette basketball
is poised for continued success in the years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Marquette basketball program established?

The Marquette basketball program was established in 1916.

What notable achievement did Marquette basketball
accomplish in 1977?

In 1977, Marquette won the NCAA Men's Basketball Championship.

Who is the most famous coach in Marquette basketball
history?

Al McGuire is widely regarded as the most famous coach in Marquette basketball history.

Which Marquette player won the Naismith College Player of
the Year award?

Dwyane Wade won the Naismith College Player of the Year award in 2003.



What is the name of Marquette's home basketball arena?

Marquette's home basketball arena is called Fiserv Forum.

How many times has Marquette been to the NCAA
tournament?

As of 2023, Marquette has made 36 appearances in the NCAA tournament.

What was Marquette's highest finish in the NCAA tournament?

Marquette's highest finish in the NCAA tournament was winning the championship in 1977.

Which conference does Marquette basketball currently
compete in?

Marquette basketball currently competes in the Big East Conference.

Who are some notable NBA players that played for
Marquette?

Notable NBA players from Marquette include Dwyane Wade, Jimmy Butler, and Wes Matthews.
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