history of mohonk mountain house

History of Mohonk Mountain House is a captivating tale that spans over a
century, intertwining the stories of nature, architecture, and hospitality.
Nestled in the breathtaking Shawangunk Mountains of New York, Mohonk Mountain
House has stood as a beacon of tranquility and leisure since its
establishment in the late 19th century. The resort is not only famous for its
stunning views and rich historical significance but also for its commitment
to preserving the natural beauty surrounding it. This article explores the
intriguing history of Mohonk Mountain House, the vision behind its creation,
notable events, and its evolution into a cherished destination.

The Founding of Mohonk Mountain House

In 1869, the vision of the Smiley brothers, Albert and Walter, led to the
establishment of Mohonk Mountain House. Their goal was to create a peaceful
retreat that would allow guests to reconnect with nature and rejuvenate their
spirits. The brothers had been influenced by the transcendentalist movement,
which emphasized the importance of nature in human life.

Early Years (1869-1900)

The initial structure was a simple wooden building that accommodated a
handful of guests. Over the years, the popularity of Mohonk Mountain House
grew rapidly, leading to significant expansions. Key developments during this
period included:

1. Construction of the Main Building (1886): The original wooden structure
was replaced with the magnificent stone building that stands today,
showcasing a blend of Victorian and Romanesque architectural styles.

2. Amenities and Activities: The resort began offering various leisure
activities, including hiking, boating, and ice skating, attracting visitors
seeking both relaxation and adventure.

3. The Creation of the Mohonk Preserve: In 1963, the Smiley family
established the Mohonk Preserve to protect the surrounding landscape,
ensuring the preservation of the area’s natural beauty for future
generations.

Architectural Significance

The architecture of Mohonk Mountain House is one of its most defining
features. The resort’s design reflects the ideals of the era, with an
emphasis on harmony with nature.



Design Elements

- Materials Used: The building was constructed using local stone, which not
only provided durability but also helped the structure blend seamlessly into
the surrounding landscape.

- Victorian Influences: The intricately designed gables, turreted towers, and
expansive porches showcase the Victorian aesthetic, inviting guests to enjoy
the fresh mountain air.

- Sustainable Practices: The Smiley brothers were pioneers in sustainable
architecture, utilizing resources from the surrounding environment and
emphasizing the importance of conservation.

The Evolution of Mohonk Mountain House

As the decades passed, Mohonk Mountain House continued to evolve, adapting to
the changing needs and preferences of its guests.

20th Century Developments

1. Expansion of Facilities: Throughout the 1900s, the resort underwent
several renovations and expansions, adding guest rooms, a spa, and modern
amenities while maintaining its historical charm.

2. Cultural Impact: Mohonk became a gathering place for prominent figures in
society, including politicians, artists, and writers. The resort hosted
numerous conferences and events, contributing to its reputation as a center
for dialogue and creativity.

3. Environmental Stewardship: The Smiley family and subsequent owners
continued to prioritize environmental conservation, establishing policies to
protect the natural ecosystem surrounding the resort.

Modern Era (2000-Present)

In the 21st century, Mohonk Mountain House has embraced modernization while
remaining true to its historical roots. Key highlights include:

- Sustainable Initiatives: The resort has implemented eco-friendly practices,
such as solar energy, organic gardening, and water conservation efforts.

- Wellness and Spa Offerings: With an increased focus on wellness, Mohonk has
expanded its spa services, offering guests a holistic approach to relaxation
and rejuvenation.

- Cultural Programs: The resort continues to host various cultural events,
workshops, and outdoor activities, fostering a sense of community among
guests.



Noteworthy Events and Milestones

Throughout its long history, Mohonk Mountain House has been the site of many
significant events and milestones that have shaped its legacy.

Historic Conferences

- The Mohonk Conference on International Arbitration (1895): This landmark
event brought together diplomats, scholars, and thought leaders to discuss
peace and conflict resolution, solidifying Mohonk’s role as a venue for
important dialogues.

- Women's Suffrage Movement: In the early 20th century, the resort hosted
gatherings for women advocating for their right to vote, highlighting its
commitment to social justice and equality.

Preservation Efforts

- National Historic Landmark Designation (1986): Mohonk Mountain House was
designated a National Historic Landmark, recognizing its architectural and
historical significance.

- Continued Conservation: The establishment of the Mohonk Preserve has been
vital in protecting over 8,000 acres of pristine wilderness, ensuring that
the natural beauty of the area remains intact for future generations to
enjoy.

Visiting Mohonk Mountain House Today

Today, Mohonk Mountain House continues to attract visitors from around the
world, offering a unique blend of history, luxury, and nature.

Activities and Amenities

Guests can indulge in a wide range of activities, including:

- Hiking and Nature Walks: With over 85 miles of trails, visitors can explore
the stunning landscapes and diverse ecosystems of the Shawangunk Mountains.

- Spa Treatments: The Mohonk Spa offers a variety of wellness treatments,
from massages to skincare, designed to rejuvenate the mind and body.

- Dining Experiences: The resort features several dining options, serving
farm-to-table cuisine that highlights local ingredients and flavors.



Conclusion

The history of Mohonk Mountain House is a testament to the enduring appeal of
nature and the human spirit. From its humble beginnings in 1869 to its
current status as a world-class resort, Mohonk has remained committed to
preserving the natural beauty of the Shawangunk Mountains while providing
guests with an unparalleled experience. The combination of rich history,
architectural significance, and a dedication to sustainability ensures that
Mohonk Mountain House will continue to be a cherished destination for
generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was Mohonk Mountain House founded?

Mohonk Mountain House was founded in 1869 by Albert K. Smiley and his brother
Walter.

What architectural style is Mohonk Mountain House
known for?

Mohonk Mountain House is known for its Victorian Gothic architectural style.

What was the original purpose of Mohonk Mountain
House?

The original purpose of Mohonk Mountain House was to serve as a resort for
relaxation and recreation, particularly for health and wellness.

How did Mohonk Mountain House contribute to the
preservation of nature?

Mohonk Mountain House has a long history of environmental stewardship, being
one of the first resorts to promote conservation and preserve the surrounding
natural landscape.

What activities can guests enjoy at Mohonk Mountain
House?

Guests can enjoy a variety of activities including hiking, boating, horseback
riding, and wellness programs, as well as access to its spa facilities.



Is Mohonk Mountain House a recognized historical
site?

Yes, Mohonk Mountain House is listed on the National Register of Historic
Places and is recognized for its historical significance.

Who were some notable guests at Mohonk Mountain
House?

Notable guests have included U.S. Presidents, politicians, and prominent
figures such as Mark Twain and John D. Rockefeller.

What is the significance of the Mohonk Trust?

The Mohonk Trust was established to protect the natural environment around
the resort, emphasizing the importance of conservation and sustainable
practices.

How has Mohonk Mountain House evolved over the
years?

Mohonk Mountain House has evolved from a simple family retreat to a luxurious
resort, incorporating modern amenities while preserving its historic charm
and commitment to nature.
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