
history of new york knicks
The history of New York Knicks is a compelling narrative that intertwines sports, culture, and the
evolution of basketball. Founded in 1946, the Knicks are one of the oldest and most storied
franchises in the National Basketball Association (NBA). With a rich tapestry of triumphs, struggles,
and iconic players, the Knicks have become a symbol of New York City and its passionate sports
culture. This article explores the various phases of the Knicks’ history, highlighting key moments,
players, and their evolution over the decades.

Founding and Early Years (1946-1960)

The New York Knicks were established on June 6, 1946, as one of the original teams in the
Basketball Association of America (BAA), which later merged with the National Basketball League
(NBL) to form the NBA. The team was founded by Ned Irish, a prominent sports promoter who had
previously managed the New York Rangers hockey team.

In the early years, the Knicks played their home games at Madison Square Garden, which became an
iconic venue for basketball. The team struggled initially but found success in the late 1950s, thanks
in part to the emergence of talented players like Dick McGuire, who became a cornerstone of the
franchise.

Rise to Prominence (1960-1970)

The 1960s marked a turning point for the Knicks. Under the guidance of coach Red Holzman, the
team adopted a fast-paced, team-oriented style of play that would define their success. Key
acquisitions during this period included:

- Willis Reed: A dominant center and leader who would later become a two-time NBA champion and
Finals MVP.
- Walt Frazier: A smooth-shooting guard known for his defensive prowess and charismatic
personality.
- Dave DeBusschere: A versatile forward who brought toughness and grit to the team.

With these stars, the Knicks achieved significant success, culminating in their first NBA
championship in 1970. The 1970 Finals against the Los Angeles Lakers is legendary, particularly for
Reed’s inspiring performance despite injury and Frazier’s dazzling display of skill.

The Golden Era and Championship Success (1970s)

The Knicks' golden era continued throughout the 1970s, characterized by their strong team
chemistry and strategic play. They captured their second NBA championship in 1973, defeating the
Lakers once again. This period solidified the Knicks’ reputation as a formidable force in the league,
and they became beloved figures in New York City.



Key Highlights from the 1970s

1. Diverse Playing Style: The Knicks were known for their unselfish play, leading the league in
assists.
2. Defensive Prowess: The team excelled defensively, making it difficult for opponents to score.
3. Cultural Impact: The Knicks became a source of pride for New Yorkers during a turbulent period
in the city’s history.

While the team faced challenges in the late 1970s, including injuries and roster changes, their
legacy was firmly established.

Struggles and Rebuilding (1980s-1990s)

The 1980s proved to be a challenging decade for the Knicks. The franchise faced several ups and
downs, with inconsistent performances and coaching changes. Despite the struggles, the team
managed to draft several key players:

- Patrick Ewing: Selected as the first overall pick in the 1985 NBA Draft, Ewing became the face of
the franchise and one of the greatest centers in NBA history.
- Mark Jackson: A skilled point guard who would later become an influential coach in the league.

Under coach Rick Pitino, the Knicks began to show signs of improvement by the late 1980s.
However, it was not until the 1990s that they truly began to find their footing again.

The Ewing Era (1990s)

The 1990s marked a resurgence for the Knicks, driven by Patrick Ewing's dominance on the court.
The team made several playoff appearances and emerged as a contender in the Eastern Conference.
Key achievements during this period included:

- 1994 NBA Finals: The Knicks reached the NBA Finals but were defeated by the Houston Rockets in
seven games. This series was notable for its intensity and close contests.
- Defensive Identity: The Knicks developed a reputation for tough, physical defense, particularly
under coach Pat Riley.

Despite the challenges of making it to the Finals, the 1990s were defined by the Knicks' resilience
and their ability to compete against some of the league’s best teams.

Decline and Transition (2000s)

The early 2000s brought a new set of challenges for the Knicks. After Ewing’s departure, the team
struggled to find consistent success. Management changes and a series of coaching shifts resulted in
a lack of direction. The team faced several difficult seasons, and their performance suffered
significantly.



Key factors during this period included:

- Management Issues: Frequent changes in ownership and front office strategies led to instability.
- Inconsistent Roster: The Knicks struggled to build a cohesive team, resulting in a lack of playoff
appearances.

Despite these challenges, the Knicks remained an integral part of New York City’s sports landscape.

Revival and the Rise of New Talent (2010s)

The 2010s marked a period of revival for the Knicks, thanks to the emergence of new stars and a
renewed focus on building a competitive roster. The acquisition of Carmelo Anthony in 2011 brought
excitement back to Madison Square Garden.

Key developments in this era included:

- Playoff Appearances: The Knicks made the playoffs in 2011-12 and 2012-13, reigniting hope among
fans.
- Coaching Changes: The hiring of Mike Woodson helped stabilize the team and improve their
defensive performance.

However, despite moments of promise, the Knicks struggled to maintain consistency and compete at
the highest level.

Recent Developments and Future Outlook (2020s)

As of the early 2020s, the Knicks have begun to show signs of progress under coach Tom Thibodeau.
With a young and talented roster, including players like Julius Randle and RJ Barrett, the team is
working to establish itself as a playoff contender once again.

Recent highlights include:

- 2020-21 Season: The Knicks made the playoffs for the first time in eight years, marking a
significant step forward.
- Fan Engagement: The passionate Knicks fanbase remains a driving force, supporting the team
through both triumphs and challenges.

The future of the Knicks appears promising, with a strong focus on youth development and building
a competitive roster that can compete in the Eastern Conference.

Conclusion

The history of the New York Knicks is a reflection of the city’s spirit and resilience. From their early
successes in the 1970s to the challenges faced in subsequent decades, the franchise has endured
and adapted. As they continue to evolve in the modern NBA landscape, the Knicks remain a beloved



institution in New York City, embodying the hopes and dreams of their passionate fanbase. With a
blend of history, talent, and commitment, the Knicks are poised to write the next chapter in their
storied legacy.

Frequently Asked Questions

When were the New York Knicks founded?
The New York Knicks were founded in 1946.

What are the team colors of the New York Knicks?
The team colors of the New York Knicks are blue, orange, and white.

How many NBA championships have the New York Knicks
won?
The New York Knicks have won two NBA championships, in 1970 and 1973.

Who is considered one of the greatest players in Knicks
history?
Walt Frazier is often regarded as one of the greatest players in Knicks history.

What notable game did the Knicks play in 1970?
In 1970, the Knicks played Game 7 of the NBA Finals, where they defeated the Los Angeles Lakers.

Where do the New York Knicks play their home games?
The New York Knicks play their home games at Madison Square Garden.

What was the impact of the 'Run TMC' era on the Knicks?
The 'Run TMC' era, featuring players like Chris Mullin, Mitch Richmond, and Tim Hardaway, was
more associated with the Golden State Warriors, but it influenced the Knicks’ style of play in the
early 90s.

Who was the head coach during the Knicks' championship
years?
Red Holzman was the head coach during the Knicks' championship years in 1970 and 1973.
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