HISTORY OF PENDLETON OREGON

HisTorY oF PENDLETON, OREGON IS A FASCINATING TALE THAT SHOWCASES THE EVOLUTION OF A SMALL FRONTIER TOWN
INTO A VIBRANT COMMUNITY KNOWN FOR ITS RICH HERITAGE, CULTURE, AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. NESTLED IN THE
UMATILLA COUNTY, PENDLETON HAS PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE HISTORY OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST. THROUGH ITS
WELL-DOCUMENTED PAST, WE CAN TRACE THE INFLUENCES OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES, EARLY SETTLERS, THE IMPACT OF THE
RAILROADS, AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF LOCAL INDUSTRIES, ALL OF WHICH HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE TOWN'S UNIQUE
IDENTITY.

THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLES OF THE REGION

|LONG BEFORE EUROPEAN SETTLERS ARRIVED, PENDLETON WAS HOME TO NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES, PRIMARILY THE CAYUSE,
UMATILLA, AND W/ ALLA W/ ALLA TRIBES. THESE GROUPS INHABITED THE REGION FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS, UTILIZING THE RICH
NATURAL RESOURCES FOR SUSTENANCE, TRADE, AND CULTURE.

- CULTURAL PRACTICES: THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLES HAD A DEEP CONNECTION TO THE LAND, PRACTICING FISHING, HUNTING, AND
GATHERING. THEY WERE SKILLED ARTISANS, KNOWN FOR THEIR WEAVING, BEADWORK, AND BASKETRY.

- TRADE NETWORKS: THE TRIBES ESTABLISHED EXTENSIVE TRADE NETWORKS, EXCHANGING GOODS SUCH AS FISH, BERRIES, AND
CRAFTED ITEMS WITH NEIGHBORING TRIBES. THE COLUMBIA RIVER SERVED AS A VITAL TRANSPORTATION ROUTE.

EUROPEAN CONTACT BEGAN IN THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY, LEADING TO SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN THE REGION'S DYNAMICS. THE
INTRODUCTION OF NEW DISEASES AND SETTLERS DISRUPTED TRADITIONAL LIFESTYLES, OFTEN LEADING TO CONFLICT AND
DISPLACEMENT.

THE ARRIVAL OF EUROPEAN SETTLERS

THE FIRST EUROPEAN EXPLORERS TO TRAVERSE THE AREA WERE MEMBERS OF THE LEWIS AND CLARK ExPEDITION IN 1805.
HowEeVER, IT WASN’T UNTIL THE 1840S THAT SIGNIFICANT NUMBERS OF SETTLERS BEGAN TO ARRIVE, DRAWN BY THE PROMISE
OF FERTILE LAND AND NEW OPPORTUNITIES.



