HISTORY OF PHI BETA SIGMA

PHI BETA SIGMA IS ONE OF THE MOST STORIED AND INFLUENTIAL GREEK-LETTER ORGANIZATIONS IN THE UNITED STATES.
Founpep IN 191 4, THIS FRATERNITY HAS A RICH HISTORY THAT INTERTWINES WITH THE AFRICAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE AND
THE BROADER LANDSCAPE OF AMERICAN CULTURE AND SOCIAL JUSTICE. THIS ARTICLE WILL DELVE INTO THE ORIGINS,
DEVELOPMENT, AND SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS OF PHI BETA SIGMA, HIGHLIGHTING ITS ROLE IN PROMOTING BROTHERHOOD,
SCHOLARSHIP, AND SERVICE.

FOUNDING AND EARLY YEARS

PHI BETA SIGMA WAS FOUNDED ON JANUARY 9, 1914, AT HowARD UNIVERSITY IN W ASHINGTON, D.C., BY THREE VISIONARY
YOUNG MeN: A. LANGSTON TAYLOR, LEONARD F. MorsE, AND CHARLES |. BROWN. THESE FOUNDERS WERE MOTIVATED BY A
DESIRE TO ESTABLISH A FRATERNITY THAT WOULD UPHOLD THE PRINCIPLES OF BROTHERHOOD, SCHOLARSHIP, AND SERVICE.
THEY ENVISIONED AN ORGANIZATION THAT WOULD NOT ONLY FOSTER CAMARADERIE AMONG ITS MEMBERS BUT ALSO
CONTRIBUTE POSITIVELY TO THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY.

THE FRATERNITY WAS ESTABLISHED DURING A TIME WHEN AFRICAN AMERICANS FACED IMMENSE CHALLENGES, INCLUDING
SYSTEMIC RACISM, SEGREGATION, AND LIMITED ACCESS TO EDUCATION AND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES. AGAINST THIS
BACKDROP, PHI BETA SIGMA SOUGHT TO CREATE A SPACE FOR BLACK MEN TO CONNECT, SUPPORT ONE ANOTHER, AND \WORK
TOWARDS SOCIAL CHANGE.

PRINCIPLES AND V ALUES

AT THE HEART OF PHI BETA SIGMA ARE ITS CORE PRINCIPLES, WHICH ARE ENCAPSULATED IN THE FRATERNITY'S MOTTO:
“CULTURE FOR SERVICE AND SERVICE FOR HUMANITY.” THIS MOTTO REFLECTS THE ORGANIZATION'S COMMITMENT TO:

1. BROTHERHOOD: BUILDING LASTING RELATIONSHIPS AMONG MEMBERS AND FOSTERING A SENSE OF BELONGING.
2. SCHOLARSHIP: PROMOTING ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AND LIFELONG LEARNING.
3. SERVICE: ENGAGING IN COMMUNITY SERVICE AND ADVOCATING FOR THE WELFARE OF OTHERS.

THESE PRINCIPLES GUIDE THE FRATERNITY'S ACTIVITIES AND INITIATIVES, ENSURING THAT MEMBERS REMAIN DEDICATED TO MAKING
A POSITIVE IMPACT IN THEIR COMMUNITIES.

EXPANSION AND INFLUENCE

FOLLOWING ITS FOUNDING, PHI BETA SIGMA QUICKLY EXPANDED ITS REACH. THE FRATERNITY'S FIRST CHAPTER, THE ALPHA
CHAPTER, WAS ESTABLISHED AT HOWARD UNIVERSITY. SOON AFTER, OTHER CHAPTERS BEGAN TO FORM ON COLLEGE
CAMPUSES ACROSS THE UNITED STATES.

GROWTH IN THE 1920s AanD 1930s

By THE 1920s, PHI BETA SIGMA HAD ESTABLISHED SEVERAL CHAPTERS IN VARIOUS STATES. THE FRATERNITY'S MEMBERSHIP
GREW RAPIDLY, ATTRACTING YOUNG MEN WHO WERE DRAWN TO ITS FOCUS ON SOCIAL JUSTICE, ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT, AND
COMMUNITY SERVICE. DURING THIS TIME, PHI BETA SIGMA BECAME KNOWN FOR ITS ADVOCACY ON BEHALF OF AFRICAN
AMERICANS AND ITS SUPPORT FOR CIVIL RIGHTS INITIATIVES.

IN ]930, THE FRATERNITY HOSTED ITS FIRST NATIONAL CONVENTION, AN EVENT THAT SOLIDIFIED ITS NATIONAL PRESENCE AND
ALLOWED MEMBERS FROM DIFFERENT CHAPTERS TO CONNECT AND COLLABORATE. THE CONVENTION ALSO SERVED AS A
PLATFORM FOR DISCUSSING PRESSING ISSUES RELATED TO RACE AND SOCIAL JUSTICE.



IMPACT DURING THE CivIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

THe 1960S MARKED A PIVOTAL ERA FOR PHI BETA SIGMA AS THE FRATERNITY BECAME INCREASINGLY INVOLVED IN THE CIVIL
RIGHTS MOVEMENT. MEMBERS PLAYED SIGNIFICANT ROLES IN VARIOUS PROTESTS, MARCHES, AND INITIATIVES AIMED AT
DISMANTLING SEGREGATION AND PROMOTING EQUALITY FOR AFRICAN AMERICANS.

SOME NOTABLE CONTRIBUTIONS INCLUDED:

- PARTICIPATION IN THE MARCH ON W/ ASHINGTON: MANY MEMBERS OF PHI BETA SIGMA WERE PRESENT AT THE HISTORIC MARCH
IN 1963, WHERE DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DELIVERED HIS FAMOUS “| HAVE A DREAM” SPEECH.

- ADVOCACY FOR EDUCATIONAL EQUITY: THE FRATERNITY WORKED TIRELESSLY TO PROMOTE ACCESS TO QUALITY
EDUCATION FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDENTS, PUSHING FOR POLICY CHANGES AND FUNDING FOR SCHOOLS IN UNDERSERVED
COMMUNITIES.

- CoMMUNITY OUTREACH: PHI BETA SIGMA MEMBERS ENGAGED IN NUMEROUS OUTREACH PROGRAMS, INCLUDING VOTER
REGISTRATION DRIVES, HEALTH AW ARENESS CAMPAIGNS, AND MENTORSHIP INITIATIVES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.

THIS ACTIVISM NOT ONLY REINFORCED THE FRATERNITY'S COMMITMENT TO ITS PRINCIPLES BUT ALSO HELPED SHAPE THE
BROADER CIVIL RIGHTS LANDSCAPE IN THE UNITED STATES.

INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH AND DEVELOPMENT

AS PHI BETA SIGMA CONTINUED TO GROW DOMESTICALLY, ITS INFLUENCE BEGAN TO EXTEND INTERNATIONALLY. THE
FRATERNITY RECOGNIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF BUILDING CONNECTIONS WITH MEMBERS OF THE AFRICAN DIASPORA AROUND THE
¥/ ORLD.

ESTABLISHMENT OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTERS

INTHE 1970s AND 1980s, PHI BETA SIGMA ESTABLISHED INTERNATIONAL CHAPTERS IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES, INCLUDING:

- THE UNITED KINGDOM: THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER WAS FOUNDED IN LONDON, ALLOWING MEMBERS TO CONNECT W/ITH
THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY IN EUROPE.

- THe CARIBBEAN: CHAPTERS WERE ESTABLISHED IN SEVERAL CARIBBEAN NATIONS, PROMOTING CULTURAL EXCHANGE AND
COLLABORATION AMONG BLACK MEN GLOBALLY.

- AFRICA: PHI BETA SIGMA HAS ALSO WORKED TO FOSTER RELATIONSHIPS WITH ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS IN AFRICA,
EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF CULTURAL TIES AND SHARED EXPERIENCES.

THESE INTERNATIONAL CHAPTERS NOT ONLY EXPANDED THE FRATERNITY'S REACH BUT ALSO PROVIDED OPPORTUNITIES FOR
MEMBERS TO ENGAGE WITH GLOBAL ISSUES AFFECTING THE AFRICAN DIASPORA.

CURRENT INITIATIVES AND PROGRAMS

TODAY, PHI BETA SIGMA REMAINS COMMITTED TO ITS FOUNDING PRINCIPLES AND CONTINUES TO ENGAGE IN VARIOUS INITIATIVES
AND PROGRAMS. SOME OF THE KEY AREAS OF FOCUS INCLUDE:

- EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS: THE FRATERNITY OFFERS SCHOLARSHIPS AND MENTORSHIP PROGRAMS TO SUPPORT THE ACADEMIC
SUCCESS OF YOUNG AFRICAN AMERICANS.

- HEALTH INITIATIVES: PHI BETA SIGMA PROMOTES AW ARENESS AROUND HEALTH ISSUES DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTING THE
AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY, INCLUDING HYPERTENSION AND DIABETES.

- COMMUNITY SERVICE: MEMBERS ARE ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN LOCAL SERVICE PROJECTS, RANGING FROM FOOD DRIVES TO
TUTORING PROGRAMS.

THESE INITIATIVES REFLECT THE FRATERNITY'S ONGOING DEDICATION TO IMPROVING THE LIVES OF INDIVIDUALS AND



COMMUNITIES ACROSS THE NATION AND BEYOND.

LEGACY AND RECOGNITION

As PHI BETA SIGMA CELEBRATES OVER A CENTURY OF EXISTENCE, ITS LEGACY IS EVIDENT IN THE COUNTLESS LIVES IT HAS
TOUCHED AND THE POSITIVE CHANGES IT HAS INSPIRED. T HE FRATERNITY HAS PRODUCED NOTABLE ALUMNI WHO HAVE MADE
SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS IN VARIOUS FIELDS, INCLUDING:

- PoLiTics: MANY MEMBERS HAVE PURSUED CAREERS IN PUBLIC SERVICE AND POLITICS, ADVOCATING FOR POLICIES THAT BENEFIT
THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY.

- EbucaTION: PHI BETA SIGMA ALUMNI HAVE BECOME EDUCATORS, ADMINISTRATORS, AND ADVOCATES FOR EDUCATIONAL
REFORM, EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF ACCESS TO QUALITY EDUCATION.

- ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT: THE FRATERNITY HAS ALSO PRODUCED INFLUENTIAL FIGURES IN THE ARTS, USING THEIR PLATFORMS
TO RAISE AWARENESS ABOUT SOCIAL ISSUES AND PROMOTE POSITIVE CHANGE.

THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF THESE INDIVIDUALS SHOWCASE THE IMPACT OF PHI BETA SIGMA AND ITS COMMITMENT TO ITS
PRINCIPLES.

CoNcLUSION

THE HISTORY OF PHI BETA SIGMA IS A TESTAMENT TO THE POWER OF BROTHERHOOD, SCHOLARSHIP, AND SERVICE IN EFFECTING
POSITIVE CHANGE. FROM ITS HUMBLE BEGINNINGS AT HOWARD UNIVERSITY TO ITS GLOBAL PRESENCE TODAY, THE FRATERNITY
HAS REMAINED STEADFAST IN ITS MISSION TO UPLIFT THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY AND ADVOCATE FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE.
AS IT MOVES FORWARD, PHI BETA SIGMA CONTINUES TO INSPIRE NEW GENERATIONS OF MEN TO EMBRACE THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES
AS LEADERS AND AGENTS OF CHANGE IN THEIR COMMUNITIES AND BEYOND.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHEN WAS PHI BETA SIGMA FOUNDED?

PHI BETA SIGMA WAS FOUNDED ON JANUARY @, 19 14.

\WHAT ARE THE CORE PRINCIPLES OF PHI BETA SIGMA?

THE CORE PRINCIPLES OF PHI BETA SIGMA ARE BROTHERHOOD, SCHOLARSHIP, AND SERVICE.

\W/HO WERE THE FOUNDERS OF PHI BETA SIGMA?

THE FOUNDERS OF PHI BETA SIGMA ARE A. LANGSTON TAYLOR, LEONARD F. MORSE, AND CHARLES |. BROWN.

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SIGMA BETA CLUB IN PHI BETA SIGMA?

THE SicMA BETA CLUB IS A YOUTH AUXILIARY PROGRAM THAT AIMS TO MENTOR AND DEVELOP YOUNG MEN IN THE COMMUNITY,
EMPHASIZING LEADERSHIP AND SERVICE.

How HAS PHI BETA SIGMA CONTRIBUTED TO SOCIAL JUSTICE MOVEMENTS?

PHI BETA SIGMA HAS A RICH HISTORY OF INVOLVEMENT IN SOCIAL JUSTICE MOVEMENTS, ADVOCATING FOR CIVIL RIGHTS AND
EDUCATION INITIATIVES, PARTICULARLY DURING THE CIVIL RIGHTS ERA.
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