history of political science

History of Political Science is a fascinating journey that traces the
evolution of political thought from ancient civilizations to the modern era.
Over the centuries, political science has developed into a distinct academic
discipline, shaping our understanding of governance, power dynamics, and the
role of the state. This article will explore the key milestones in the
history of political science, highlighting significant thinkers, theories,
and movements that have contributed to its development.

The Origins of Political Thought

The roots of political science can be traced back to ancient civilizations,
where philosophical inquiry into governance and ethics began.

Ancient Civilizations

1. Mesopotamia and Egypt: The earliest political ideas emerged in the forms
of laws and governance structures in Mesopotamia and ancient Egypt. The Code
of Hammurabi (circa 1754 BC) is one of the first written legal codes,
emphasizing state authority and social order.

2. Ancient Greece: The Greeks significantly shaped political thought,
particularly through philosophers such as:

- Plato: In works like "The Republic," Plato explored the concept of justice
and the ideal state, advocating for philosopher-kings.

- Aristotle: Often regarded as the father of political science, Aristotle's
"Politics" examined various political systems and introduced the idea of
empirical observation in studying political phenomena.

Roman Contributions

The Romans built upon Greek ideas, introducing concepts of citizenship, law,
and governance. Thinkers like Cicero emphasized the importance of natural law
and the role of the state in maintaining order. Roman legal systems
influenced the development of Western political thought, establishing a
foundation for modern legal and political frameworks.

The Middle Ages and Renaissance

The Middle Ages saw a shift in political thought, influenced by religion and



the rise of feudal systems.

Medieval Political Philosophy

- St. Augustine: His work "The City of God" contrasted the earthly city with
the heavenly city, introducing ideas about divine authority and the moral
obligations of rulers.

- St. Thomas Aquinas: Blending Aristotelian philosophy with Christian
theology, Aquinas emphasized natural law and the moral responsibilities of
governance.

The Renaissance Humanism

The Renaissance marked a revival of classical learning and the emergence of
humanism, which focused on human agency and reason. Key figures include:

- Niccolo Machiavelli: Often called the father of modern political science,
Machiavelli's "The Prince" offered pragmatic advice on power and statecraft,
separating ethics from politics.

- Jean Bodin: Introduced the idea of sovereignty in his work "Six Books of
the Commonwealth," establishing the notion of the absolute authority of the
state.

The Enlightenment Era

The Enlightenment brought forth radical ideas that challenged traditional
authority and emphasized reason, individual rights, and social contracts.

Key Thinkers and Ideas

1. Thomas Hobbes: In "Leviathan," Hobbes argued for a powerful sovereign to
maintain order in a naturally chaotic world, laying the groundwork for social
contract theory.

2. John Locke: Locke's "Two Treatises of Government" introduced the idea of
natural rights (life, liberty, and property) and the concept of government as
a protector of these rights.

3. Jean-Jacques Rousseau: In "The Social Contract," Rousseau posited that
legitimate political authority comes from the collective will of the people,
emphasizing democracy and popular sovereignty.



The 19th Century and the Rise of Political
Science as a Discipline

The 19th century saw the formal emergence of political science as an academic
discipline, influenced by industrialization, nationalism, and social change.

Institutionalization of Political Science

- Founding of Political Science Associations: The American Political Science
Association was established in 1903, paving the way for political science to
be recognized as a formal field of study.

- Development of Political Science Curriculum: Universities began offering
courses in political theory, comparative politics, and international
relations, fostering a more systematic approach to the discipline.

Key Thinkers of the 19th Century

1. Karl Marx: His analysis of class struggle and capitalism in works Llike
"The Communist Manifesto" and "Das Kapital" provided a critical framework for
understanding political economy and social change.

2. Alexis de Tocqueville: In "Democracy in America," Tocqueville examined the
effects of democracy on society and politics, contributing valuable insights
into the nature of democratic governance.

The 20th Century: Diversification and
Globalization

The 20th century marked a period of significant expansion and diversification
in political science.

Behavioral Revolution

- The behavioral movement in the 1950s emphasized empirical research and
quantitative methods, focusing on the behavior of individuals and groups
rather than institutions alone. Key figures included:

- David Easton: Advocated for a systematic approach to political science,
emphasizing the need for a comprehensive framework to analyze political
systems.



Post-Behavioralism and Contemporary Theories

- In response to the limitations of behavioralism, post-behavioralism emerged
in the 1960s, emphasizing the importance of addressing real-world problems
and the normative dimensions of politics.

- The late 20th century witnessed the rise of various subfields, including:

- International Relations: Exploring the dynamics of global politics, state
behavior, and international organizations.

- Comparative Politics: Analyzing and comparing political systems across
different countries.

- Political Theory: Engaging with classical and contemporary political
philosophies.

The 21st Century and the Future of Political
Science

As we move into the 21st century, the field of political science continues to
evolve, shaped by globalization, technological advancements, and new
challenges.

Emerging Trends and Challenges

1. Globalization and Transnational Politics: The interconnectedness of the
world requires political scientists to analyze issues such as migration,
climate change, and international conflict from a global perspective.

2. The Impact of Technology: The rise of social media and digital platforms
has transformed political communication, campaigning, and public engagement,
prompting new areas of research.

3. Populism and Political Polarization: The resurgence of populist movements
highlights the need for a deeper understanding of contemporary political
dynamics and their implications for democracy.

Conclusion

The history of political science is a rich tapestry of ideas, thinkers, and
movements that have shaped our understanding of power, governance, and
society. From ancient philosophical inquiries to the contemporary
complexities of global politics, political science continues to be a vital
field of study. As we face new challenges, the evolution of political thought
will undoubtedly play a crucial role in addressing the pressing issues of our
time.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key milestones in the development of
political science as a discipline?

Key milestones include the works of ancient philosophers like Plato and
Aristotle, the establishment of social contract theories by Hobbes, Locke,
and Rousseau, and the formal institutionalization of political science in
universities during the late 19th century.

How did the Enlightenment influence modern political
science?

The Enlightenment introduced ideas of rationality, individualism, and
democracy, challenging traditional authority and promoting concepts like
liberty and equality, which laid the groundwork for modern political theories
and democratic governance.

What role did the behavioral revolution play in the
evolution of political science?

The behavioral revolution of the 1950s and 1960s shifted the focus of
political science from normative theory to empirical research, emphasizing
the use of quantitative methods and the study of political behavior, which
transformed the discipline into a more scientific field.

How have feminist theories contributed to the field
of political science?

Feminist theories have broadened the scope of political science by
highlighting issues of gender, power dynamics, and inequality, challenging
traditional narratives and prompting new research that considers women's
roles and experiences in political systems.

What impact did globalization have on the study of
political science?

Globalization has expanded the study of political science by introducing
transnational issues, such as human rights, environmental politics, and
global governance, prompting scholars to analyze political phenomena beyond
the nation-state framework.

In what ways has technology influenced political
science research and practice?

Technology has revolutionized data collection and analysis in political



science through the use of big data, social media analytics, and online
surveys, enabling researchers to study political behavior and public opinion
with unprecedented precision and scale.
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