
history of ponce city market
History of Ponce City Market is a fascinating journey through time,
reflecting the transformation of a once-thriving industrial site into one of
Atlanta's premier mixed-use developments. This historic landmark not only
encapsulates the rich heritage of the city but also serves as a vibrant hub
for shopping, dining, and entertainment today. Understanding the history of
Ponce City Market is essential to appreciate its significance in Atlanta's
cultural and economic landscape.

The Origins of Ponce City Market

Ponce City Market began its life in the early 20th century as the Ponce de
Leon Amusement Park, which opened in 1900. The amusement park was a popular
destination for Atlantans, featuring attractions such as a Ferris wheel,
roller coasters, and a large swimming pool. However, by the 1920s, the park
fell into decline, leading to its closure in 1928.

The Birth of a Retail Giant

In 1929, the site was redeveloped into a massive retail and warehouse
facility known as the Ponce de Leon Central Market. The market was a response
to the growing demand for consumer goods in the Atlanta area. This new
development featured:

- Retail Space: Designed to accommodate a variety of vendors, the market
became a bustling center for commerce.
- Warehouse Facilities: The market provided ample storage for goods, making
it an essential hub for distribution in the region.

Architectural Significance

The architectural design of Ponce City Market is notable for its distinctive
Tudor Revival style, characterized by:

- Brick Facade: The building’s red brick exterior adds to its historical
charm.
- Tower: The iconic clock tower, which once served as a beacon for locals,
stands as a symbol of the market’s legacy.
- Large Windows: These were designed to let in natural light, creating a
welcoming atmosphere for shoppers and workers alike.



Ponce City Market During the Great Depression

The onset of the Great Depression in the 1930s had adverse effects on many
businesses, but Ponce de Leon Central Market managed to persevere. It
continued to operate, providing essential goods to the community during these
challenging times. The market became a focal point for residents seeking
affordable products, helping to stabilize the local economy.

World War II and Beyond

During World War II, Ponce de Leon Central Market transformed once again. The
demand for goods surged due to wartime production, and the market played a
crucial role in supporting the war effort. Many local businesses utilized the
space to produce and distribute wartime goods, further solidifying its
importance in the Atlanta economy.

Post-War Changes

After the war, Ponce de Leon Central Market continued to evolve. The rise of
suburban shopping malls in the 1960s and 1970s led to a decline in foot
traffic and relevance. By the late 1970s, the market struggled to compete
with the new retail landscape, and it officially closed in 1989.

Revitalization and the Birth of Ponce City
Market

In the late 1990s, efforts to revitalize the site began. The building was
acquired by Jamestown, a real estate investment and management company, which
recognized the potential of the historic structure. After years of planning,
a major renovation project commenced in 2012, transforming the old market
into Ponce City Market.

The Renovation Process

The renovation of Ponce City Market was a massive undertaking that focused on
preserving the building's historical elements while updating it for modern
use. Key aspects of the renovation included:

- Restoration of the Clock Tower: The clock tower was carefully restored to
its original glory, becoming a centerpiece of the renewed market.
- Preservation of Historical Features: Original architectural details, such



as the wood floors and exposed brick walls, were preserved to maintain the
building's character.
- Modern Amenities: New amenities, including parking, elevators, and updated
utilities, were added to enhance the visitor experience.

The Grand Opening

Ponce City Market officially opened its doors to the public on September 30,
2014. The grand opening was a celebration of the site's rich history and its
transformation into a vibrant community space. The market now features:

- Dining: An array of restaurants offering diverse cuisines, from casual
eateries to fine dining.
- Retail: A mix of local boutiques, national brands, and artisanal shops,
catering to a wide range of tastes.
- Events: Regular events, including markets, festivals, and seasonal
celebrations, bringing the community together.

The Impact on Atlanta's Culture and Economy

Since its opening, Ponce City Market has had a profound impact on Atlanta's
cultural and economic landscape. It has become a popular destination for both
locals and tourists, contributing to the revitalization of the surrounding
neighborhoods.

Economic Contributions

- Job Creation: The development has created thousands of jobs, both in the
market itself and in the surrounding areas.
- Investment: It has attracted significant investment in the form of new
businesses, housing, and infrastructure developments in the vicinity.

Cultural Significance

Ponce City Market is not just a shopping destination; it is a cultural
landmark that celebrates Atlanta's history. The market hosts art
installations, performances, and community events, making it a vibrant space
for creative expression and cultural exchange.



Looking Ahead: The Future of Ponce City Market

As Ponce City Market continues to thrive, its future looks bright. The market
remains committed to evolving with the community's needs while preserving its
historical roots. Future initiatives may include:

- Sustainability Efforts: Increasing focus on sustainable practices in
businesses and operations.
- Community Engagement: Expanding programs to engage with local residents and
support small businesses.

In conclusion, the history of Ponce City Market is a testament to Atlanta's
resilience and ability to adapt. From its origins as an amusement park to its
current status as a bustling market, Ponce City Market embodies the spirit of
innovation and community. It serves as a reminder of the past while looking
forward to a prosperous future, truly making it a cornerstone of Atlanta’s
cultural and economic identity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the original purpose of Ponce City Market
when it was built?
Ponce City Market was originally constructed in 1926 as a Sears, Roebuck &
Co. distribution center, serving as a retail store and warehouse.

How did Ponce City Market transition from a retail
hub to a mixed-use development?
After Sears closed its operations in the 1980s, the building fell into
disrepair. In the early 2010s, it was redeveloped into Ponce City Market,
incorporating retail, dining, office space, and residential units.

What architectural style is Ponce City Market known
for?
Ponce City Market is known for its distinctive Art Deco architectural style,
which features decorative elements and a historic brick facade.

What role did Ponce City Market play in Atlanta's
history?
Ponce City Market played a significant role in Atlanta's commercial history,
serving as one of the largest retail centers in the Southeast and
contributing to the city's economic growth during the early to mid-20th



century.

What types of businesses and attractions can be
found at Ponce City Market today?
Today, Ponce City Market hosts a variety of businesses including restaurants,
shops, a rooftop amusement park, and office spaces, making it a vibrant
community hub.
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