
history of pop smoke

History of Pop Smoke is a journey that encapsulates the rise and tragic fall of one of the most promising
talents in modern hip-hop. Born Bashar Barakah Jackson on July 20, 1999, in Brooklyn, New York, Pop Smoke's
life was a tapestry woven with influences from his environment, his aspirations, and ultimately, his untimely
death. His music continues to resonate, leaving an indelible mark on the genre and inspiring countless artists.

Early Life and Background

Pop Smoke grew up in the Canarsie neighborhood of Brooklyn, a place known for its vibrant culture and diverse
community. Raised by a single mother, he was exposed to various musical influences from a young age, including
the sounds of hip-hop and R&B. His father was involved in the street life, which played a significant role in
shaping Pop Smoke's worldview and lyricism.

- Education: Pop Smoke attended the Brooklyn-based Woolston School and later went to the prestigious
Rockway High School. Although he was an athlete, particularly passionate about basketball, he eventually
shifted his focus to pursuing music.
- Introduction to Music: He started making music in 2018, initially inspired by artists like 50 Cent and Lil
Wayne. He began recording tracks at home, using his phone and basic recording equipment.

Musical Breakthrough

Pop Smoke's breakthrough came in 2019 with the release of his single "Welcome to the Party." The track,
produced by 808Melo, became a staple in the Brooklyn drill scene, a sub-genre of hip-hop characterized by its
dark beats and aggressive lyrics.

Rise to Fame

1. "Welcome to the Party":
- The song's infectious beat and catchy hook quickly gained traction, making it a favorite in clubs and on
social media platforms. It showcased Pop Smoke's deep voice and unique delivery style, distinguishing him from
his contemporaries.

2. Collaborations:
- Following the success of his debut single, Pop Smoke collaborated with several artists, including Nicki Minaj,
who featured on the remix of "Welcome to the Party." This collaboration further propelled his visibility in the
industry.

3. "Dior":
- Another significant track, "Dior," released in early 2019, solidified his place in the music scene. The song
became a cultural phenomenon, especially during the Black Lives Matter protests, where it was used as an
anthem for social justice.

Debut Album and Continued Success

In July 2019, Pop Smoke released his debut mixtape, "Meet the Woo." The project included standout tracks and
showcased his ability to blend various styles.



Meet the Woo

- Critical Acclaim: The mixtape received positive reviews from critics and fans alike, with many praising Pop
Smoke's distinctive voice and lyrical content.
- Commercial Success: "Meet the Woo" debuted at number 37 on the Billboard 200 chart, marking a significant
achievement for a newcomer in the industry.

Subsequent Projects

Building on his initial success, Pop Smoke continued to release music that resonated with fans.

1. "Meet the Woo 2":
- Released in February 2020, this mixtape featured collaborations with major artists like Quavo and Lil Tjay.
It debuted at number 7 on the Billboard 200 and included hits like "Christopher Walking" and "Shake the Room."

2. Posthumous Releases:
- Following his tragic death, Pop Smoke's music continued to thrive. His posthumous album, "Shoot for the
Stars, Aim for the Moon," was released in July 2020 and debuted at number one on the Billboard 200. The
album featured collaborations with artists like DaBaby, Roddy Ricch, and 50 Cent, who also served as the
album's executive producer.

Tragic Death

On February 19, 2020, the music world was rocked by the news of Pop Smoke's death. He was shot and killed
during a home invasion in the Hollywood Hills, California. The circumstances surrounding his death were tragic,
reflecting a broader issue of violence in the hip-hop community.

- Impact of His Death: His passing sent shockwaves through the industry, sparking discussions about gun
violence and the pressures faced by artists in the spotlight. Fans and fellow musicians mourned his loss, and
tributes poured in from around the world.

Legacy and Influence

Despite his short life, Pop Smoke's influence on the hip-hop genre is undeniable. His contributions to the Brooklyn
drill scene have inspired a new generation of artists, and his sound continues to be emulated.

Musical Style

- Distinctive Voice: Pop Smoke's deep, gravelly voice became a defining characteristic of his music, setting him
apart from his peers.
- Innovative Sound: He masterfully blended elements of trap, drill, and R&B, creating a unique sound that
captivated a diverse audience.

Tributes and Honors

In the wake of his death, several tributes have been paid to Pop Smoke:



1. Posthumous Awards: He received multiple nominations for prestigious awards, including the Grammy Awards,
showcasing the lasting impact of his music.
2. Collaborative Projects: Various artists have honored him by incorporating his style into their music or
referencing him in their lyrics.
3. Documentaries and Biographies: His life and career have been the subjects of documentaries, providing fans
with an in-depth look at his journey.

Conclusion

The history of Pop Smoke serves as a poignant reminder of the fleeting nature of life and the impact one can have
in a short time. With his unique voice, innovative sound, and compelling narratives, Pop Smoke carved out a
niche in the music industry that will not be forgotten. His legacy continues to inspire artists and fans alike,
ensuring that his influence will endure for years to come. As his music plays on, it is a testament to the talent
he possessed and the potential that was tragically cut short.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Pop Smoke and what was his real name?

Pop Smoke was an American rapper and songwriter known for his distinctive voice and drill music style. His real
name was Bashar Barakah Jackson.

When did Pop Smoke first gain recognition in the music industry?

Pop Smoke gained recognition in 2019 with his breakout single 'Welcome to the Party,' which quickly became a
viral hit.

What was the significance of Pop Smoke's mixtape 'Meet the Woo'?

'Meet the Woo,' released in 2019, was significant as it showcased Pop Smoke's unique sound and helped
popularize Brooklyn drill music, establishing him as a leading figure in the genre.

How did Pop Smoke's music influence the drill genre?

Pop Smoke's music influenced the drill genre by introducing a melodic approach and a more polished production
style, helping to bring it into the mainstream.

What happened to Pop Smoke in February 2020?

In February 2020, Pop Smoke was tragically shot and killed during a home invasion in Los Angeles, which
shocked fans and the music community.

What posthumous projects were released after Pop Smoke's death?

After his death, Pop Smoke's posthumous album 'Shoot for the Stars, Aim for the Moon' was released in July
2020 and received critical acclaim, further cementing his legacy.

How has Pop Smoke's legacy continued to impact hip-hop?

Pop Smoke's legacy continues to impact hip-hop through his distinctive sound, influence on other artists, and
the ongoing popularity of his music, inspiring a new generation of drill artists.



What awards and accolades did Pop Smoke receive during his career?

During his career, Pop Smoke received several nominations, including a posthumous Grammy nomination in 2021
for Best Rap Album for 'Shoot for the Stars, Aim for the Moon.'
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