
history of prairie view am university

History of Prairie View A&M University is a rich tapestry woven through decades of educational advancement,
community engagement, and cultural significance. Founded in 1876, Prairie View A&M University (PVAMU)
stands as the second oldest institution of higher learning in Texas and the first historically black college in
the state. This article delves into the history of Prairie View A&M University, tracing its roots, milestones,
and impact on education and society.

The Founding of Prairie View A&M University

Prairie View A&M University was established as a response to the need for educational opportunities for
African Americans in Texas post-Civil War. The university's founding can be attributed to several key figures
and events:

Legislative Action: The Texas Legislature passed a bill in 1876 to create a normal and industrial
college for the education of African Americans.

Location: The college was initially established in Prairie View, Texas, a location chosen for its
accessibility to the African American community.

First Classes: Classes began in 1878 with a mere 11 students and a curriculum focused on teaching and
agricultural skills.

Early Years and Development

The early years of Prairie View A&M University were characterized by significant challenges and steady
growth. The institution faced financial difficulties and societal resistance but managed to expand its offerings
and improve facilities.

Curriculum Expansion

Throughout the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the curriculum at PVAMU evolved to include a broader
range of subjects. Key developments included:

Agricultural Education: Emphasizing vocational training, the university introduced programs in
agriculture, which were crucial for the predominantly rural population.

Teacher Training: As a normal school, PVAMU focused on preparing African American educators,
addressing the critical shortage of teachers in black communities.

Degree Programs: In 1900, the first degree programs were offered, marking a significant milestone in the
university's academic journey.



Transition to University Status

In 1973, Prairie View A&M College achieved university status, which allowed it to offer a wider array of
graduate programs. This transition marked a pivotal moment in the institution's history, reflecting its growth
and commitment to higher education.

The Impact of Historical Events

The history of Prairie View A&M University is inextricably linked to broader socio-political movements in the
United States. The university has played a significant role during various pivotal historical moments,
including:

The Civil Rights Movement

During the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s, Prairie View A&M University became a hub for activism and
social change. Students and faculty participated in protests and initiatives aimed at securing equal rights and
educational opportunities for African Americans.

Integration and Change

The desegregation of higher education in the 1970s brought about significant changes at PVAMU. The
university began to diversify its student body, welcoming students from various racial and ethnic backgrounds.
This transition helped to enhance the educational experience and foster a more inclusive campus environment.

Modern Developments

In recent years, Prairie View A&M University has continued to evolve, focusing on expanding its academic
programs, enhancing research initiatives, and improving campus facilities.

Academic Programs

PVAMU now offers over 50 undergraduate and graduate degree programs across various fields, including:

Engineering

Business

Education

Health Sciences

Social Work

This diverse array of programs reflects the university's commitment to providing comprehensive educational



opportunities that meet the needs of today’s students.

Research and Innovation

Prairie View A&M University has made significant strides in research and innovation, particularly in areas such
as:

Agricultural Research

Environmental Studies

Engineering and Technology

The establishment of research centers and partnerships with industries has further strengthened PVAMU's role
as a leader in higher education and community engagement.

Cultural Significance and Community Engagement

The history of Prairie View A&M University is not only about academic achievement but also about cultural
significance and community involvement. The university has consistently served as a beacon of hope and a
source of pride for the African American community.

Homecoming and Traditions

PVAMU’s annual homecoming celebration is one of the most anticipated events, drawing alumni and community
members together for a week of festivities. The traditions associated with homecoming include:

Parades

Football Games

Reunions and Networking Events

These events foster a sense of community and connection among past and present students.

Community Outreach

The university is actively involved in outreach programs that address local issues, providing services and
educational resources to the surrounding community. This commitment to service embodies the university's
mission to empower individuals and improve lives.



Conclusion

The history of Prairie View A&M University is a testament to resilience, determination, and the transformative
power of education. From its humble beginnings in 1876 to its current status as a vital institution of higher
learning, PVAMU has played a crucial role in shaping the educational landscape for African Americans in Texas
and beyond. The university's ongoing commitment to academic excellence, community engagement, and cultural
significance ensures that it will continue to be a cornerstone of higher education for generations to come. As
Prairie View A&M University looks to the future, it remains steadfast in its mission to inspire and empower
students to achieve their dreams.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year was Prairie View A&M University founded?

Prairie View A&M University was founded in 1876.

What was the original purpose of Prairie View A&M University?

The university was originally established to provide education for African Americans in Texas.

What is the significance of the name 'Prairie View'?

The name 'Prairie View' comes from the university's location on a high prairie overlooking the area.

When did Prairie View A&M University become part of the Texas A&M
University System?

Prairie View A&M University became part of the Texas A&M University System in 1973.

What are some notable programs offered at Prairie View A&M University?

Notable programs include engineering, agriculture, and education, among others.

Who was the first president of Prairie View A&M University?

The first president was Edward D. Davis, who served from 1876 to 1880.

How has Prairie View A&M University contributed to civil rights?

The university has played a significant role in civil rights movements, particularly in educating African
American leaders.

What is the historical importance of the year 1945 for Prairie View A&M
University?

In 1945, Prairie View A&M University became the first historically black college to have its own graduate
school.



What role did Prairie View A&M University play in the Texas education
system?

The university has served as a vital institution for higher education access for African American students in
Texas.

What is Prairie View A&M University's commitment to research and
innovation?

Prairie View A&M University is committed to research and innovation, particularly in areas that advance
technology and improve community well-being.
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