
history of riviera country club

History of Riviera Country Club: Established in 1926, the Riviera Country Club has become one of the most
esteemed golf clubs in the United States. Nestled in the hills of Pacific Palisades, California, the club has a
storied past that intertwines with the history of golf itself, featuring renowned tournaments, legendary
players, and significant architectural contributions. This article will delve into the rich heritage of the
Riviera Country Club, exploring its inception, notable events, and its impact on the world of golf.

Inception and Early Years

The Founding Vision

The Riviera Country Club was founded by a group of prominent Los Angeles businessmen, including the
likes of Hollywood mogul Jack Warner. The vision was to create an exclusive club that would cater to the
elite of Los Angeles, offering not only golf but also social and recreational activities.

- Date of Establishment: 1926
- Founders: A group of influential Los Angeles businessmen, including Jack Warner.
- Location: Pacific Palisades, California.

Architectural Design

The club’s original course was designed by the famous golf course architect George C. Thomas Jr., who was
known for his innovative designs that integrated the natural terrain. The layout of the course was heavily
influenced by the topography of the area, featuring dramatic elevation changes, strategically placed
bunkers, and challenging greens.

- Designer: George C. Thomas Jr.
- Course Features:
- Elevation changes
- Natural terrain integration
- Bunkering strategy



Growth and Development

1930s to 1950s: Establishing a Legacy

In the years following its inception, Riviera quickly gained popularity, attracting a roster of high-profile
members from the worlds of entertainment, business, and sports. The club became a social hub, hosting
various events that solidified its reputation.

- Key Events:
- The first major tournament hosted was the Los Angeles Open in 1934.
- The course was the site of the inaugural PGA Tour event, further establishing its significance.

World War II Impact

Like many establishments during World War II, Riviera faced challenges as resources were diverted to
the war effort. However, the club remained operational, and many members served in the military. The
post-war period saw a resurgence in membership and activity.

- Challenges:
- Resource shortages
- Member enlistment in the military
- Post-War Resurgence:
- Increased membership
- Renewed interest in golf

Notable Tournaments

The Los Angeles Open

The Los Angeles Open, now known as the Genesis Invitational, is one of the premier events held at
Riviera. The tournament has been a staple on the PGA Tour, attracting top golfers from around the globe.

- Inaugural Year: 1926
- Notable Winners:
- Ben Hogan (1947, 1948)



- Arnold Palmer (1963, 1966)
- Tiger Woods (1999, 2003)

Major Championships

Riviera has also hosted several major championships, including:

- U.S. Open: The club hosted the U.S. Open in 1948 and has been considered a potential venue for future
championships.
- PGA Championship: Riviera hosted the PGA Championship in 1983.
- Women’s PGA Championship: The club has also hosted the Women’s PGA Championship, showcasing
women's golf on a prestigious platform.

Architectural and Cultural Significance

Course Renovations and Enhancements

Over the decades, the course has undergone several renovations to maintain its status as a top-tier golfing
venue.

- Key Renovations:
- Major renovations in the 1990s by architect Tom Fazio.
- Continuous updates to the clubhouse and facilities.

These renovations have ensured that the course remains competitive with modern golfing standards while
preserving its historical character.

Hollywood and the Riviera

Riviera Country Club is not just a golf club but a cultural landmark that has often been featured in films
and television. Its allure has drawn many Hollywood stars, further enhancing its reputation.

- Famous Members:
- Bob Hope
- Bing Crosby
- Arnold Schwarzenegger



The club has been featured in various media, showcasing its beautiful landscapes and the glamorous lifestyle
associated with its members.

Challenges and Controversies

Membership Policies

Throughout its history, Riviera has faced scrutiny regarding its membership policies. The club has been
criticized for its exclusivity and the lack of diversity among its members.

- Historical Policies: Traditionally male-only membership.
- Modern Changes: In recent years, the club has taken steps to become more inclusive, inviting women and
a more diverse membership base.

Environmental Concerns

As with many golf courses, Riviera has faced environmental scrutiny regarding water usage and the
impact of maintaining a lush course in a drought-prone area.

- Sustainability Initiatives: The club has implemented various eco-friendly practices to mitigate its
environmental footprint.

The Riviera Today

A Modern Golfing Hub

Today, the Riviera Country Club stands as a modern golfing hub, continuing to attract top talent and serve
as a venue for prestigious tournaments. It remains a symbol of excellence in the golfing world, combining a
rich history with contemporary practices.

- Current Events:
- Continues to host the Genesis Invitational annually.
- Engages in community outreach and development programs.



Future Prospects

Looking forward, the Riviera Country Club aims to balance maintaining its historical significance with
adapting to the changing landscape of golf and membership. The club is committed to enhancing its
facilities and ensuring that it remains a premier destination for golfers and social gatherings alike.

- Plans for Future:
- Continued renovations to the course and clubhouse.
- Increased community involvement and outreach programs.

Conclusion

The history of Riviera Country Club is a testament to its enduring legacy in the world of golf. From its
inception in 1926 to its current status as a premier golfing destination, the club has navigated challenges and
embraced opportunities to remain relevant in a changing world. With its rich heritage, iconic tournaments,
and dedication to excellence, Riviera continues to be a beacon of golf culture, attracting generations of
golfers and enthusiasts alike. The future looks bright for this historic institution, as it adapts to the modern
era while cherishing the rich tapestry of its past.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Riviera Country Club founded?
The Riviera Country Club was founded in 1926.

Who were the original architects of the Riviera Country Club?
The original architects of the Riviera Country Club were George C. Thomas Jr. and William P. Bell.

What major golf tournament has been hosted by the Riviera Country
Club since 1929?
The Riviera Country Club has hosted the Genesis Invitational (formerly known as the Los Angeles Open)
since 1929.

What notable feature of the Riviera Country Club is often highlighted in



golf discussions?
The 10th hole, known as 'The Short', is a notable feature of the Riviera Country Club, famous for its
challenging layout.

Which famous golfer famously won the 1983 U.S. Open at the Riviera
Country Club?
The famous golfer who won the 1983 U.S. Open at the Riviera Country Club is Larry Nelson.

What is the significance of the Riviera Country Club in popular culture?
The Riviera Country Club has been featured in numerous films and television shows, making it a cultural
icon in addition to its golf legacy.

How has the Riviera Country Club contributed to golf's history in
America?
The Riviera Country Club has contributed to golf's history in America by being a premier venue for major
championships and promoting the sport through its prestigious tournaments and events.
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