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History of Sacramento County, California

Sacramento County, California, holds a rich and varied history that reflects the broader narrative of
the American West. Established during a period of significant transformation in California, the county
has evolved from a Native American territory to a bustling hub of government, agriculture, and
culture. The history of Sacramento County can be traced back to its indigenous roots and moves
through the Gold Rush era, the establishment of the city of Sacramento, and its growth into a modern
urban center.

Early Inhabitants

Before European contact, the region that would become Sacramento County was inhabited by various
Native American tribes, primarily the Nisenan and the Plains Miwok.

Native American Tribes

- Nisenan: Resided along the American River and were known for their fishing and hunting practices.
- Plains Miwok: Occupied areas further south and were recognized for their basket weaving and
trading skills.

These tribes lived sustainably in the region, utilizing the rich resources available in rivers, forests, and
plains.

European Exploration and Settlement

The first European explorers arrived in the 18th century, with Spanish expeditions marking the
beginning of significant change in the region.

Spanish Exploration

- In 1770, the Spanish explorer Gaspar de Portolá led an expedition through the area, noting the
fertile landscape and abundant resources.
- The Spanish established missions and presidios in California, but Sacramento remained largely
untouched by formal settlements until later.



American Influence

- Following the Mexican-American War (1846-1848), California was ceded to the United States, leading
to an influx of American settlers.
- John Sutter, a Swiss immigrant, established Sutter's Fort in 1839, which became a focal point for
trade and communication in the region.

The Gold Rush Era

The discovery of gold at Sutter's Mill in 1848 dramatically changed the course of Sacramento County's
history.

Impact of the Gold Rush

- The influx of fortune seekers led to a rapid population increase, with thousands of people arriving in
search of wealth.
- Sacramento was ideally situated as a supply center for miners, facilitating trade and commerce.

Formation of Sacramento City

- In 1849, Sacramento was officially founded, and by 1850, it was incorporated as California's state
capital.
- The city's strategic location at the confluence of the Sacramento and American Rivers made it a vital
transportation hub.

Development of Sacramento County

As Sacramento City thrived, the surrounding county began to develop its infrastructure and economy.

Agricultural Expansion

- The fertile lands of Sacramento County became prime for agriculture, with crops such as wheat,
corn, and fruits thriving.
- The establishment of the California Agricultural Society in 1852 promoted farming and the sharing of
agricultural techniques.

Transportation Advances



- The construction of railroads in the 1860s connected Sacramento to other parts of California and the
nation, enhancing trade.
- The establishment of the Central Pacific Railroad in 1863 was pivotal in growing the local economy.

Socio-Economic Changes in the Late 19th Century

By the late 1800s, Sacramento County was experiencing significant changes in its social and
economic fabric.

Population Growth and Urbanization

- The population continued to grow, spurred by both immigration and the arrival of various industries.
- Sacramento evolved into a bustling urban center with schools, churches, and cultural institutions.

Political Developments

- Sacramento County became a vital political center, hosting government functions and offices, which
further solidified its status as the state capital.

Illustrated History: Facsimile Reproduction of
Thompson & West's 1880 Edition

To delve deeper into the early history of Sacramento County, one can refer to the facsimile
reproduction of Thompson & West's 1880 edition. This work provides an extensive visual and textual
record of the county during that period.

Content Overview

- Maps and Illustrations: The 1880 edition includes detailed maps of Sacramento County, highlighting
land use, waterways, and urban development.
- Biographical Sketches: The publication features biographies of prominent figures in the region,
offering insight into the influential families and individuals who shaped Sacramento County.
- Historical Narratives: Articles detailing the early history, settlement patterns, and economic
developments provide context for understanding the county's growth.

Significance of the 1880 Edition

- This edition serves as a primary source for historians and researchers, offering a snapshot of life in



Sacramento County at a pivotal moment in its history.
- The illustrations capture the architectural styles, transportation methods, and social dynamics of the
time.

20th Century to Present

As Sacramento County moved into the 20th century, it continued to evolve, facing both challenges
and opportunities.

World Wars and Economic Shifts

- The county played a significant role during both World Wars, with many residents serving in the
military and local industries contributing to the war efforts.
- Post-war, Sacramento saw a boom in population as veterans returned home and families settled in
the area.

Modern Developments

- Today, Sacramento County is known for its diverse economy, including government, healthcare,
education, and technology sectors.
- The county has also embraced sustainability, focusing on smart growth and environmentally friendly
practices.

Conclusion

The history of Sacramento County is a testament to resilience, growth, and transformation. From its
indigenous roots through the Gold Rush and into modern times, the county has continually adapted to
the changing landscape of California. The facsimile reproduction of the 1880 Thompson & West
edition serves as a valuable resource, preserving the rich history and culture of the region for future
generations. Today, Sacramento County stands as a dynamic community that honors its past while
looking forward to a promising future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the 1880 Thompson & West edition
in the history of Sacramento County?
The 1880 Thompson & West edition is significant as it provides a comprehensive overview of
Sacramento County's history, including detailed maps, illustrations, and information about the early
settlers, industries, and development of the region.



How does the 1880 Thompson & West edition illustrate the
growth of Sacramento County?
The edition includes illustrations and facsimiles that depict key landmarks, buildings, and the
agricultural landscape of the time, showcasing the rapid growth and transformation of Sacramento
County during the late 19th century.

What types of illustrations are found in the Thompson & West
edition?
The Thompson & West edition features various illustrations such as portraits of prominent figures,
depictions of historical events, and detailed maps highlighting the geographical and infrastructural
developments in Sacramento County.

Who were Thompson & West, and what role did they play in
documenting Sacramento County's history?
Thompson & West were publishers and cartographers who played a crucial role in documenting local
histories and producing atlases that captured the essence of California's counties, including
Sacramento, during a period of significant expansion and change.

What historical events in Sacramento County are covered in
the 1880 edition?
The 1880 edition covers key historical events such as the Gold Rush, the establishment of
Sacramento as the state capital, and the development of transportation systems, which were pivotal
in shaping the county's economy and society.

How does the 1880 Thompson & West edition reflect the
demographics of Sacramento County at that time?
The edition reflects the demographics through census data, descriptions of various communities, and
information about immigration patterns, highlighting the diverse populations that contributed to the
county's development.

In what ways can modern researchers utilize the 1880
Thompson & West edition?
Modern researchers can utilize the 1880 Thompson & West edition as a primary historical source for
studying local history, genealogy, land use, and the socio-economic context of Sacramento County in
the late 19th century.

What are some notable locations in Sacramento County
detailed in the Thompson & West edition?
Notable locations detailed in the edition include the state capitol, various historical landmarks,



prominent neighborhoods, as well as significant agricultural areas that were vital to the county's
economy during that era.
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