
history of script ohio
History of Script Ohio is a fascinating journey that takes us through the rich traditions
of The Ohio State University and its beloved marching band. This iconic performance has
become a hallmark of college athletics and a symbol of pride for OSU fans. Understanding
the origins, development, and cultural significance of Script Ohio provides insight into the
ways in which traditions can shape university spirit and community.

Origins of Script Ohio

The Script Ohio formation was first introduced in 1936 by the Ohio State University
Marching Band. The idea originated from the band’s director, Dr. William McGrew, who
sought to create a unique visual performance that would captivate audiences during
football games. The initial performance was a simple representation of the word "Ohio,"
but over the years, it evolved into the elaborate script that fans know today.

The First Performance

The inaugural Script Ohio was performed on October 10, 1936, during a game against the
University of Minnesota. The band, led by Dr. McGrew, executed the formation on the
field, marking the beginning of a tradition that would grow to be one of the most
recognized performances in college sports.

Evolution of the Formation

As the years passed, the Script Ohio formation underwent several changes:

Increased Complexity: The initial formation was relatively simple, but as the band
gained experience and creativity, the performance became more intricate.

Incorporation of the Sousaphone: One of the most notable additions to the
performance was the role of the sousaphone player, who would dot the "i" in Ohio.

Formalization of the Tradition: By the 1960s, Script Ohio had become a staple of
OSU football games, and its execution was fine-tuned to ensure precision and
excellence.



Significance of Script Ohio

The Script Ohio performance is more than just a visual spectacle; it embodies the spirit of
Ohio State University and its community. This tradition has deep-rooted significance for
the university and its fans.

Connection to School Spirit

Script Ohio has become synonymous with Ohio State football culture. The performance
serves as a rallying cry for fans, players, and alumni. Each time the band performs Script
Ohio, it reinforces a sense of unity and pride among the Buckeye community. Here are a
few ways that Script Ohio connects to school spirit:

Emotional Resonance: The performance often elicits strong emotional reactions
from fans, creating a shared experience that strengthens community bonds.

Tradition of Excellence: The precision and artistry of the performance reflect the
university's commitment to excellence in all areas.

Alumni Engagement: Many alumni return to witness the performance, fostering a
deep connection to their alma mater.

Legacy and Recognition

Over the decades, Script Ohio has gained recognition beyond the football field. It has been
featured in various media, including television broadcasts and documentaries about
college sports. The performance continues to attract attention for its creativity and
artistry, further solidifying its place in American college traditions.

The Role of the Sousaphone Player

One of the most cherished aspects of the Script Ohio performance is the role of the
sousaphone player, who traditionally dots the "i." This position has become an honorary
title and a source of pride for many band members.

Selection Process

The selection of the sousaphone player to dot the "i" is a significant moment. The process
is based on the player's dedication, skill, and commitment to the band. Typically, the most



senior sousaphone player earns the right to perform this honor during their final season
with the band.

Cultural Impact

The act of dotting the "i" has transcended its original purpose and has become a cultural
phenomenon. It represents:

Tradition: The performance is a rite of passage for band members, symbolizing their
journey through the university.

Identity: The sousaphone player becomes an emblem of OSU pride, embodying the
spirit of the university.

Community Engagement: Fans often celebrate the moment, creating a shared
experience that resonates with the broader community.

Modern-Day Script Ohio

Today, Script Ohio remains a highlight of Ohio State football games and other university
events. The performance has adapted to changes in technology and audience expectations
while maintaining its core elements.

Innovations in Performance

In recent years, the Ohio State University Marching Band has embraced technology and
creative choreography to enhance the Script Ohio experience. Some innovations include:

Use of Drones: Aerial views captured by drones have provided a new perspective on
the formation, showcasing its beauty from above.

Multimedia Integration: The band has incorporated video displays and lighting
effects to create a more immersive experience for fans.

Expanded Performances: Script Ohio is not limited to football games; it is also
performed at various university events, parades, and competitions.



Continuing the Tradition

As new generations of students join the Ohio State University Marching Band, the
tradition of Script Ohio continues to thrive. The band members are committed to
preserving the integrity of the performance while injecting their own creativity and
enthusiasm.

Conclusion

The history of Script Ohio is a testament to the power of tradition in fostering
community spirit and pride. This iconic performance not only entertains fans but also
serves as a symbol of the values and excellence that Ohio State University stands for. As
the marching band continues to evolve and innovate, Script Ohio remains a cherished part
of OSU culture, uniting generations of Buckeye fans in their love for their university.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Script Ohio in Ohio State
University traditions?
Script Ohio is a cherished tradition performed by the Ohio State University Marching
Band, symbolizing pride and excellence in Ohio State athletics and culture.

When was the first Script Ohio performance conducted?
The first performance of Script Ohio took place on October 10, 1936, during a football
game against the University of Minnesota.

Who was the creator of the Script Ohio formation?
The Script Ohio formation was created by Ohio State University Marching Band Director,
Dr. William A. McGuffey.

What is the unique feature of the Script Ohio
performance?
A unique feature of Script Ohio is the dotting of the 'i' in 'Ohio' by a sousaphone player,
which is considered a great honor.

How has the Script Ohio tradition evolved over the
years?
Over the years, Script Ohio has evolved to include various musical arrangements, themes,



and special performances, adapting to modern influences while maintaining its core
tradition.

What role does Script Ohio play in Ohio State's sporting
events?
Script Ohio serves as a rallying point for fans and players alike, boosting school spirit and
creating an electrifying atmosphere during sporting events.

Are there any notable performances of Script Ohio
outside of football games?
Yes, Script Ohio has been performed at various events, including parades, bowl games,
and even during the inauguration of Ohio State University presidents.
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