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History of the Chicago Cardinals

The history of the Chicago Cardinals is a fascinating journey through the evolution of
professional football in America, marked by triumphs, struggles, and significant
contributions to the National Football League (NFL). Established in 1898, the Cardinals
are one of the oldest continuously operating professional football teams in the United
States. Over the years, the team has navigated through various changes, including
relocations, name changes, and league transitions. This article delves into the rich
tapestry of the Cardinals’ history, highlighting their key moments, players, and
contributions to the sport.

Early Beginnings

Founding and Initial Years (1898-1920)

- The Chicago Cardinals were founded in 1898 by a group of young men from the Chicago
area, initially named the Morgan Athletic Club.

- They played their first games as an independent amateur team, competing against other
local teams.

-In 1901, the team adopted the name “Cardinals,” inspired by their red and white
uniforms.

The Cardinals became a charter member of the American Professional Football
Association (APFA) in 1920, which later evolved into the NFL.

The APFA to NFL Transition (1920-1932)

- In 1920, the Cardinals played their first official game in the APFA, marking the beginning
of their professional journey.

- The APFA was established to bring more structure to professional football, and the
Cardinals were among the 14 founding teams.

- The Cardinals struggled in their early years, with a record of 5-10-1 in the inaugural
season.

Struggles and Growth in the 1930s



Competitive Challenges

- The 1930s were a challenging decade for the Cardinals as they faced stiff competition
from teams like the Chicago Bears, which overshadowed them in popularity and success.
- The Cardinals won their first NFL. Championship in 1925, but their performance in the
following years was inconsistent.

Ownership and Management Changes

- The team was sold to Charles W. Bidwill in 1933, who played a pivotal role in shaping the
team's future.

- Under Bidwill's ownership, the Cardinals relocated to Comiskey Park, home of the
Chicago White Sox, and began to invest in better talent and facilities.

World War II Era and Resurgence

Impact of the War

- The outbreak of World War II significantly affected the team as many players enlisted in
the military.

- The Cardinals struggled during the war years, but they managed to maintain a presence
in the league.

Post-War Success (1945-1950)

- After the war, the Cardinals experienced a resurgence, highlighted by the acquisition of
key players such as quarterback Paul Christman.

- The team made the playoffs several times during this period, showcasing a competitive
spirit that excited fans.

The 1960s and 1970s: A New Era

Relocation to St. Louis

- In 1960, the Cardinals relocated to St. Louis, Missouri, in search of a more supportive fan
base and a better stadium.

- The team continued to struggle for a championship, but they remained competitive, with
notable players like quarterback Charley Johnson and running back Terry Metcalf.



Super Bowl Year (1974)

- The Cardinals made their first playoff appearance in St. Louis in 1974, signaling a new
hope for the franchise.

- Despite their efforts, the team fell short in the playoffs, but the excitement built a loyal
following in St. Louis.

Return to Chicago and the 1980s

Back to Chicago

- The Cardinals returned to Chicago in 1983, bringing with them the hopes of rekindling
their historical roots.

- They faced challenges in rebuilding the team, but efforts were made to attract better
talent through the draft and trades.

Memorable Players and Coaches

- During the 1980s, standout players such as wide receiver Neil Lomax and running back
Ottis Anderson contributed to the team’s identity.

- Coaches like Jim Hanifan worked diligently to improve the team’s performance, but
consistent success remained elusive.

The 1990s: A Decade of Struggles

Franchise Turmoil

- The 1990s were marked by instability as the Cardinals struggled to find a winning
formula.

- The team faced management issues, coaching changes, and a decline in fan support,
leading to their eventual relocation.

Moving to Phoenix

- In 1988, the Cardinals made the decision to relocate to Phoenix, Arizona, becoming the
Arizona Cardinals.

- The move was met with mixed reactions, but it ultimately provided the franchise with a
fresh start.



Modern Era and Resurgence (2000-Present)

Building a Competitive Team

- The Cardinals began to build a competitive team in the early 2000s, with significant draft
picks and strategic player acquisitions.

- Key players such as wide receiver Larry Fitzgerald and quarterback Kurt Warner
emerged as franchise cornerstones.

Super Bowl Appearance (2008)

- The pinnacle of the Cardinals' modern era came in 2008 when they reached Super Bowl
XLIII, marking the first time the franchise had played in a Super Bowl.

- Despite a valiant effort, the Cardinals were narrowly defeated by the Pittsburgh Steelers,
but the run re-energized the fan base and established the team as a contender.

Legacy and Future

Community Engagement and Impact

- The Cardinals have made significant contributions to the community in Arizona, engaging
in charitable efforts and youth programs.

- Their involvement has helped solidify their presence and foster a loyal fan base in the
region.

Looking Ahead

- As the Cardinals continue to evolve, the organization focuses on building a
championship-caliber team through talent development and strategic acquisitions.
- The future looks promising as the franchise aims to add to its storied history.

Conclusion

The history of the Chicago Cardinals is a testament to the resilience of a franchise that has
weathered numerous storms over more than a century. From their humble beginnings in
Chicago to their modern success in Arizona, the Cardinals have left an indelible mark on
the history of professional football. Their journey is filled with memorable moments,
legendary players, and passionate fans who have supported the team through thick and



thin. As the Cardinals look to the future, they continue to honor their past while striving
for new heights in the ever-evolving landscape of the NFL.

Frequently Asked Questions

When were the Chicago Cardinals established?

The Chicago Cardinals were established in 1898.

What league did the Chicago Cardinals originally play
in?

The Chicago Cardinals originally played in the American Professional Football Association,
which later became the NFL.

What was the original name of the Chicago Cardinals?

The original name of the Chicago Cardinals was the Morgan Athletic Club.

How many NFL championships did the Chicago
Cardinals win during their time in Chicago?

The Chicago Cardinals won two NFL championships, in 1925 and 1947.

In what year did the Chicago Cardinals relocate to St.
Louis?

The Chicago Cardinals relocated to St. Louis in 1960.

What was the main reason for the Cardinals' move from
Chicago?

The main reason for the Cardinals' move from Chicago was financial difficulties and a lack
of a suitable stadium.

Who were some notable players from the Chicago
Cardinals' history?

Notable players from the Chicago Cardinals' history include Charley Trippi, Jim Hart, and
Larry Wilson.

When did the Chicago Cardinals become the Arizona



Cardinals?

The Chicago Cardinals became the Arizona Cardinals in 1988 after relocating to Phoenix.

What was the Cardinals' home stadium in Chicago?

The Cardinals played their home games at Comiskey Park in Chicago.

What impact did the Chicago Cardinals have on the
NFL's early development?

The Chicago Cardinals were one of the original teams in the NFL and contributed to the
league's growth and popularity in its formative years.
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