history of the church by joseph smith

History of the Church by Joseph Smith is a foundational narrative detailing the origins,
development, and key events of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS Church), as
recounted by its founder, Joseph Smith. This historical account provides insight into the early 19th-
century religious environment in America, the restoration of what Smith and his followers believed
to be the original Christian church, and the subsequent growth and challenges faced by the church.
With a focus on Smith's revelations, leadership, and the establishment of church doctrine and
practice, the history not only serves as a record of events but also reflects the theological
underpinnings that continue to shape the faith today.

Joseph Smith: Early Life and Context

Joseph Smith was born on December 23, 1805, in Sharon, Vermont. Raised in a religiously diverse
environment, Smith was influenced by the revivalist movements that swept through New England
during his youth. His family experienced financial difficulties, which led them to move to Palmyra,
New York. This region became pivotal for the later events in Smith's life and the formation of the
church due to its rich spiritual atmosphere and the presence of various religious sects.

The First Vision

One of the most significant events in Smith's early life was the First Vision, which he described as a
divine encounter with God the Father and Jesus Christ in the spring of 1820. This vision laid the
groundwork for his future role as a prophet and the restorationist movement. Key points of the First
Vision include:

- Divine Manifestation: Smith reported that during his prayer, he was visited by two heavenly beings
who instructed him not to join any existing churches because they were all corrupted.

- Restoration of the Gospel: This vision marked the beginning of what Smith believed was a divine
mandate to restore the original Christian church.

The Golden Plates and the Book of Mormon

In 1823, Smith reported that he was visited by the angel Moroni, who revealed the location of a set
of ancient golden plates. These plates, inscribed in a language Smith called "Reformed Egyptian,"
contained a record of ancient American civilizations. Smith translated these plates, and in 1830, the
Book of Mormon was published. This book is considered by Latter-day Saints to be another
testament of Jesus Christ and a companion to the Bible.

The Formation of the Church



On April 6, 1830, Joseph Smith and several followers formally organized the Church of Christ in
Fayette, New York. This marked the official establishment of the church, which would later be
renamed the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The early church was characterized by
several key features:

- Revelation and Prophecy: Smith claimed to receive ongoing revelations from God, which guided
church practices and teachings.

- Baptism for the Remission of Sins: The church emphasized baptism by immersion for the remission
of sins, as a necessary step for salvation.

- Restoration of Priesthood Authority: Smith asserted that he had received the priesthood through
heavenly messengers, giving him and his followers the authority to perform sacred ordinances.

Early Growth and Challenges

The early years of the church were marked by rapid growth, but also significant challenges. Key
events during this period included:

1. Missionary Work: Early church members engaged in missionary efforts, which helped spread the
faith across the United States and abroad.

2. Persecution: The church faced opposition from local communities, often leading to mob violence,
which forced members to relocate several times.

3. Establishment of Communities: In 1831, the church relocated to Kirtland, Ohio, where they built
the first temple and established a thriving community.

The Kirtland Era

The Kirtland period (1831-1838) was critical for the church's development. During this time, Smith
implemented key doctrines and practices that would shape the church's identity.

The Kirtland Temple

The Kirtland Temple, dedicated in 1836, was the first temple built by the Latter-day Saints. It served
multiple purposes:

- Worship and Instruction: The temple was a place for communal worship and instruction in church
doctrines.

- Revelations and Ordinances: Smith claimed to have received significant revelations while in the
temple, including instructions on temple ordinances.

Financial Difficulties and Leadership Struggles

As the church grew, it faced financial difficulties that strained its resources. Some church leaders,
including Smith, became embroiled in controversies regarding financial management. This led to



divisions within the church, with some members becoming disillusioned and leaving.

Movement to Nauvoo

In 1839, after facing increased persecution in Ohio, Smith and his followers moved to Nauvoo,
Illinois. This city became a refuge and a center for the growing Latter-day Saint community.

Nauvoo: A New Beginning

Nauvoo quickly transformed into a bustling city with significant developments:

- City Planning and Growth: Smith oversaw the planning of Nauvoo, which included establishing a
city government and public infrastructure.

- Social and Economic Development: The community thrived through various economic enterprises,
including farming, manufacturing, and trade.

The Nauvoo Temple and Teachings

During this period, the construction of the Nauvoo Temple began, which would later be completed in
1846. Smith introduced new teachings, including:

- Celestial Marriage: Smith revealed doctrines regarding eternal marriage and plurality of wives,
which would later become controversial.

- Endowment Ceremony: The temple served as a place for the endowment ceremony, which provided
spiritual knowledge and authority to church members.

Martyrdom and Legacy

Joseph Smith's life came to a tragic end on June 27, 1844, when he was murdered by a mob in
Carthage, Illinois. His death marked a pivotal moment in Latter-day Saint history.

Succession Crisis

Following Smith's death, the church faced a leadership crisis, leading to various factions claiming
succession. Key figures emerged, including Brigham Young, who ultimately led the majority of the
church members to the Salt Lake Valley in 1847.



Impact on the Church and Future Generations

Smith's teachings and revelations continued to influence the church long after his death. The
doctrines he established, including the importance of revelation, temple worship, and community
building, remain central to the faith of Latter-day Saints today.

Conclusion

The History of the Church by Joseph Smith serves as a vital document that chronicles the origins and
development of one of the most unique religious movements in American history. From his early
visions to the establishment of a new religious community, Smith's life and teachings laid the
foundation for the beliefs and practices that continue to resonate with millions of followers. Despite
the challenges faced, including persecution and internal strife, the church has endured and evolved,
influenced by the legacy of its founder. The history remains a testament to the transformative power
of faith and the ongoing quest for religious authenticity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'History of the Church' by Joseph Smith?

The 'History of the Church' is a multi-volume work compiled by Joseph Smith, the founder of the
Latter Day Saint movement, chronicling the early history of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints from its founding in 1830 until 1844.

What are the main themes covered in Joseph Smith's 'History
of the Church'?

Main themes include the establishment of the church, revelations received by Smith, the challenges
faced by early members, the migration to Utah, and the vision of a restored Christian church.

How was Joseph Smith's 'History of the Church' received by
contemporaries?

The work was met with mixed reactions; while many followers viewed it as a sacred record, critics
often dismissed it as biased and propagandistic, reflecting Smith's personal perspective.

What role did Joseph Smith play in the writing of 'History of
the Church'?

Joseph Smith was heavily involved in the writing process, providing firsthand accounts and dictating
many sections of the work, although it was later edited and compiled by others.



How does 'History of the Church' contribute to understanding
Latter-day Saint beliefs?

The 'History of the Church' serves as a foundational document for Latter-day Saints, detailing the
origins of their beliefs, practices, and the divine revelations that shaped their faith.

What historical events are highlighted in Joseph Smith's
'History of the Church'?

Key events include the First Vision, the translation of the Book of Mormon, the establishment of the
church in Kirtland, Ohio, conflicts with outsiders, and the migration to Nauvoo, Illinois.

How has 'History of the Church' influenced modern
interpretations of early Mormon history?

The work has been pivotal in shaping modern interpretations of early Mormon history, often serving
as a primary source for both scholarly research and faith-based narratives, though it is sometimes
critiqued for its lack of objectivity.
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