
history of the church of god in christ

History of the Church of God in Christ has roots that trace back to the late 19th century in the United

States. Founded during a period of significant social and religious upheaval, the Church of God in

Christ (COGIC) emerged as a vital force in the African American community. This article will explore

the origins, key figures, theological developments, and the impact of COGIC throughout its history.

Origins of the Church of God in Christ

The Church of God in Christ was established in 1897, primarily by Bishop Charles Harrison Mason.

Amid the backdrop of the Holiness Movement, which sought to promote a deeper spiritual experience

and a return to biblical practices, Mason and his followers sought to create a church that would

address the spiritual needs of African Americans, particularly in the rural South.

The Holiness Movement

The Holiness Movement, which began in the mid-19th century, emphasized the necessity of personal

holiness and sanctification. Key characteristics of this movement included:

Emphasis on personal spiritual experiences and direct interactions with God.

Belief in the second work of grace, which is the sanctification process following salvation.

Opposition to worldly practices and lifestyles, advocating for a life of purity and holiness.



This movement laid the groundwork for the establishment of COGIC, which would embody these

principles while also addressing the unique cultural and social conditions faced by African Americans.

Key Figures in COGIC History

The history of the Church of God in Christ is marked by several influential leaders who shaped its

trajectory. Among them, Charles Harrison Mason stands out as a pivotal figure.

Charles Harrison Mason

Mason was born on September 8, 1864, in Memphis, Tennessee. His early life was marked by

hardship, but he experienced a profound conversion that set him on a path of spiritual leadership.

Some key points about Mason include:

Ordained as a minister in 1880, he began preaching in various churches.

In 1897, he formally organized the Church of God in Christ, focusing on holiness and

sanctification.

Under Mason's leadership, COGIC grew rapidly, expanding beyond the Southern states to

establish a national presence.

Mason's commitment to education and community development also played a significant role in the

church's growth. He established schools and programs aimed at uplifting the African American

community.



The Rise of COGIC

Under Mason's leadership, the Church of God in Christ began to flourish. By the early 20th century,

the church had attracted a diverse congregation and established a presence in various cities across

the United States.

Theological Developments

The Church of God in Christ adheres to a distinct set of beliefs and practices that set it apart from

other denominations. Key theological tenets include:

Holiness and Sanctification

COGIC places a strong emphasis on the doctrine of holiness, viewing it as a fundamental aspect of

the Christian life. This doctrine is characterized by:

The belief in a second work of grace, which sanctifies the believer and empowers them for

service.

An expectation of a transformed life that reflects the teachings of Jesus Christ.

Encouragement of personal and communal practices that promote holiness.



The Role of the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is central to COGIC theology. The church teaches that the Holy Spirit plays an active

role in the believer's life, providing guidance, empowerment, and spiritual gifts. This belief is

manifested in several ways, including:

Emphasis on prayer and fasting as means of seeking the Holy Spirit's guidance.

Belief in the manifestation of spiritual gifts, such as speaking in tongues and prophecy.

Encouragement of worship practices that celebrate the presence and work of the Holy Spirit.

Impact on Society

The Church of God in Christ has played a significant role in the African American community, not only

as a place of worship but also as a center for social and political activism.

Social Justice and Civil Rights

Throughout its history, COGIC has been involved in various social justice initiatives, particularly during

the Civil Rights Movement. Key contributions include:

Advocacy for voter registration and civil rights legislation in the 1960s.



Support for community development programs aimed at addressing poverty and inequality.

Collaboration with other religious and community organizations to promote social justice.

Education and Community Development

COGIC has also made significant contributions to education and community development. The church

has established numerous schools, colleges, and vocational training programs that serve the African

American community. Notable institutions include:

Saint Augustine College in Raleigh, North Carolina.

COGIC's National Convocation, which provides educational resources and workshops.

Various initiatives aimed at addressing health disparities and promoting wellness in the

community.

Modern Developments and Global Expansion

In recent years, the Church of God in Christ has experienced significant growth and transformation.

The church has embraced technology and social media, allowing it to reach a broader audience. Key

developments include:



Global Outreach

COGIC has expanded its reach beyond the United States, establishing congregations and missions in

various countries. This global outreach includes:

Mission trips and partnerships with local churches in Africa, Asia, and the Caribbean.

Support for international humanitarian efforts and disaster relief initiatives.

Promotion of cultural exchanges and joint worship services with international congregations.

Embracing Diversity

As COGIC continues to grow, it has become increasingly diverse, welcoming members from various

racial, ethnic, and cultural backgrounds. This inclusivity is seen in:

Multicultural worship services that incorporate different languages and traditions.

Leadership development programs that encourage diversity within church leadership.

Collaborative efforts with other denominations to promote unity and understanding.



Conclusion

The history of the Church of God in Christ is a testament to its resilience, adaptability, and commitment

to spiritual growth and social justice. From its humble beginnings in the late 19th century to its status

as a global church today, COGIC remains a vital force in the lives of millions. As it continues to evolve,

the church’s emphasis on holiness, community service, and global outreach ensures that it will remain

relevant in addressing the challenges and needs of believers today and in the future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the Church of God in Christ?

The Church of God in Christ (COGIC) was founded in 1897 by Bishop Charles Harrison Mason in Little

Rock, Arkansas. It emerged from the Holiness movement and became a prominent Pentecostal

denomination.

Who was the founder of the Church of God in Christ?

Bishop Charles Harrison Mason is recognized as the founder of the Church of God in Christ. He

played a crucial role in establishing its doctrines and structure.

What are the core beliefs of the Church of God in Christ?

The COGIC emphasizes salvation through faith in Jesus Christ, the necessity of the Holy Spirit for

living a holy life, and the importance of evangelism and missions.

How has the Church of God in Christ influenced African American

culture?

COGIC has significantly influenced African American culture through its music, worship styles, and



community engagement. Its choirs and gospel music have had a lasting impact on American music

genres.

What role did the Church of God in Christ play during the Civil Rights

Movement?

The COGIC was active in the Civil Rights Movement, with many leaders and members participating in

protests and advocating for social justice, reflecting the church's commitment to equality and human

rights.

What is the current structure of the Church of God in Christ?

The COGIC is structured with a hierarchical system led by a Presiding Bishop. It includes various

departments, regional jurisdictions, and local congregations across the United States and

internationally.

How has the Church of God in Christ grown since its inception?

Since its founding, the COGIC has grown to become one of the largest Pentecostal denominations in

the United States, with millions of members and thousands of congregations worldwide.

What is the significance of the COGIC's annual convocation?

The COGIC's annual convocation is a significant event for fellowship, worship, and decision-making

within the church. It serves as a platform for leadership training and the discussion of church initiatives.

What challenges has the Church of God in Christ faced over the years?

The COGIC has faced challenges such as internal divisions, debates over theology and social issues,

and the need to address modern societal changes while maintaining its core beliefs.



How does the Church of God in Christ engage with contemporary

issues?

The COGIC engages with contemporary issues by promoting social justice, addressing mental health,

and participating in community service, while encouraging its members to be active in societal change.
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