history of the conquest of peru

History of the Conquest of Peru is a tale of ambition, greed, and dramatic
encounters between the indigenous civilizations of the Andes and European
invaders. The conquest unfolded in the early 16th century and was marked by
the arrival of Spanish conquistadors, particularly Francisco Pizarro, who was
driven by the allure of gold and glory. This article delves into the key
events, figures, and consequences of this monumental period in history.

Background: The Inca Empire

Before the Spanish arrived, the Inca Empire was the largest empire in pre-
Columbian America. At its height in the early 16th century, it stretched from
modern-day southern Colombia to central Chile and included a sophisticated
array of social, political, and economic systems.

Political Structure

The Inca Empire was ruled by a divine leader known as the Sapa Inca, who was
seen as a descendant of the sun god, Inti. The society was highly organized,
consisting of:

- Nobility: The ruling class, including the Sapa Inca and his immediate
family.

- Commoners: Farmers, laborers, and artisans who formed the backbone of the
economy.

- Ayllus: Extended family groups that were the basic unit of Inca society,
responsible for communal farming and labor.

Economic Foundations

The Incas were adept agriculturalists, utilizing terracing and irrigation
techniques to cultivate crops in the rugged Andean terrain. They primarily
grew:

- Potatoes
- Maize
- Quinoa

Additionally, the Incas had a vast network of roads that facilitated trade
and communication across their territory, making them one of the most
advanced civilizations of their time.



The Arrival of the Spanish

In 1532, Francisco Pizarro, along with his band of conquistadors, set out to
explore the western coast of South America. The Spanish were driven by a
desire for wealth, land, and religious conversion.

Pizarro's Early Ventures

Pizarro's initial forays into the region were met with hostility and
resistance. However, he quickly realized the potential for wealth in the Inca
Empire, especially following reports of vast amounts of gold and silver.

- In 1531, Pizarro made contact with the Inca people.
- By 1532, he had established a small settlement at San Miguel de Piura,
which served as a base for further campaigns.

Key Events Leading to Conquest

Several pivotal events set the stage for the conquest of Peru:

1. The Civil War Among Incas: The Inca Empire was embroiled in a civil war
between two brothers, Atahualpa and Hudscar. This internal strife weakened
the empire and provided an advantage to the Spanish.

2. Atahualpa's Capture: In November 1532, Pizarro and his men ambushed
Atahualpa during a meeting in the town of Cajamarca. Despite being vastly
outnumbered, the Spanish captured Atahualpa, who offered a room full of gold
and silver for his release.

3. The Ransom and Execution: Although the Incas delivered the promised
treasure, Pizarro executed Atahualpa in July 1533, further destabilizing the
Inca political structure.

The Fall of the Inca Empire

Following Atahualpa's death, a series of events led to the rapid decline of
the Inca Empire.

Consolidation of Power

With Atahualpa gone, Pizarro moved quickly to consolidate control over the
territory. He captured Cuzco, the Inca capital, in 1533, and established it



as the new Spanish colonial capital.

- Establishment of Lima: In 1535, Pizarro founded the city of Lima, which
became the center of Spanish power in South America.

Resistance and Rebellion

Despite the Spanish conquest, many indigenous groups continued to resist. Key
instances of resistance included:

- The Siege of Cuzco: In 1536, Manco Inca, a puppet ruler placed by the
Spanish, led a rebellion against Pizarro's forces. The Spaniards faced
significant challenges but ultimately retained control over the city.

- Continued Hostilities: Over the following years, various indigenous groups
continued to fight against Spanish rule, leading to a protracted period of
conflict.

The Aftermath of Conquest

The conquest of Peru had far-reaching consequences for both the indigenous
population and the Spanish Empire.

Demographic Changes

The introduction of European diseases, such as smallpox and influenza,
decimated the indigenous population, who had no immunity to these ailments.
It is estimated that:

- Up to 90% of the indigenous population perished in the years following the
conquest due to disease, warfare, and forced labor.

Economic Exploitation

The Spanish began extensive mining operations, extracting vast quantities of
silver and gold from the Andes. The most famous mines included:

- Potosi: Located in present-day Bolivia, it became one of the richest silver
mines in the world.

- Zinc and Tin: The Spanish also exploited other minerals, leading to long-
term economic changes in the region.



Social and Cultural Impact

The Spanish conquest led to significant cultural changes, including:

- Religious Conversion: The imposition of Christianity on the indigenous
peoples, often through coercive means.

- Mestizaje: The blending of Spanish and indigenous cultures, leading to a
new social class known as mestizos.

Conclusion

The history of the conquest of Peru is a complex narrative of ambition,
violence, and transformation. The clash between the Spanish conquistadors and
the Inca Empire resulted in the fall of one of the most advanced
civilizations in the Americas and the establishment of Spanish colonial rule
in South America. The repercussions of this encounter continue to shape the
cultural, social, and economic landscape of the region today. The legacy of
this conquest serves as a reminder of the profound impacts of colonialism and
the resilience of indigenous cultures in the face of overwhelming odds.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main motivations behind the Spanish
conquest of Peru?

The main motivations were the pursuit of wealth, particularly gold and
silver, the desire to spread Christianity, and the ambition of Spanish
conquistadors to gain land and power.

Who was the leader of the Spanish forces during the
conquest of Peru?

Francisco Pizarro was the leader of the Spanish forces during the conquest of
Peru.

What significant event marked the beginning of the
Spanish conquest of the Inca Empire?

The capture of the Inca ruler Atahualpa in 1532 marked the significant
beginning of the Spanish conquest of the Inca Empire.



How did the Spanish utilize alliances with
indigenous groups during the conquest?

The Spanish formed alliances with rival indigenous groups, such as the Quchua
and the Chanca, to weaken the Inca resistance and gain support in their
military campaigns.

What role did disease play in the Spanish conquest
of Peru?

Diseases such as smallpox, brought by the Europeans, devastated the
indigenous population, weakening their ability to resist conquest and
contributing significantly to the Spanish victory.

What impact did the conquest have on the Inca
civilization?

The conquest led to the collapse of the Inca Empire, the loss of indigenous
culture and autonomy, and significant demographic changes due to disease and
the imposition of Spanish rule.

What was the outcome of the Battle of Cajamarca?

The Battle of Cajamarca resulted in a decisive Spanish victory, leading to
the capture of Atahualpa and the subsequent fall of the Inca Empire.
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