
history of the dime

History of the dime is a fascinating journey that reflects the evolution of
American currency, societal values, and economic changes over centuries. As
one of the smallest denominations in U.S. currency, the dime has played an
essential role in everyday transactions, but its history goes beyond mere
monetary value. From its inception in the early days of the United States to
its current role in modern commerce, the dime's story is rich with historical
significance, cultural importance, and design evolution.

The Origin of the Dime

The dime's origin can be traced back to the Coinage Act of 1792, which
established the U.S. Mint and set the groundwork for the American monetary
system. The name "dime" comes from the Latin word "decima," meaning "tenth."
The dime was intended to represent one-tenth of a dollar, which was a
significant value at the time.

Early Design and Minting

The first dimes were minted in 1796, featuring the "Flowing Hair" design by
Robert Scott. This early dime was made of silver and had a weight of 1.35
grams, a design that would undergo multiple changes in the years to come.
Some key points about early dimes include:

Flowing Hair Dime (1796-1797): The first dimes featured Liberty with
flowing hair on the obverse and an eagle on the reverse.

Draped Bust Dime (1796-1807): This design replaced the Flowing Hair dime
and featured a more refined version of Liberty.

Seated Liberty Dime (1837-1891): This iconic design depicted Lady
Liberty seated, symbolizing freedom and justice.

The Dime in the 19th Century

The 19th century marked a significant period in the history of the dime, as
it became a staple in everyday transactions and was widely circulated among
the American populace. During this time, various designs and minting
techniques were introduced.

Key Developments in the 19th Century

1. The Introduction of the Barber Dime (1892-1916):
- Designed by Charles E. Barber, this dime featured a profile of Liberty on
the obverse and an eagle on the reverse. The Barber dime was known for its



classic look and became a favorite among collectors.

2. The Mercury Dime (1916-1945):
- One of the most beloved designs in American numismatics, the Mercury dime
was created by Adolph A. Weinman. It features a depiction of Liberty wearing
a winged cap on the obverse and an olive branch and fasces on the reverse.
The Mercury dime is often celebrated for its artistry and has become a symbol
of American currency.

3. Changes in Composition:
- Throughout the 19th century, the composition of the dime evolved. Initially
made of 90% silver, the coin's composition was altered during World War II
due to silver shortages. The War nickel, made from a blend of copper, nickel,
and silver, marked a shift in the dime's material.

The Dime in the 20th Century

As the 20th century progressed, the role of the dime continued to evolve. The
introduction of new designs and changes in minting techniques reflected
broader economic trends and cultural shifts.

Modern Dimes and Design Changes

1. The Roosevelt Dime (1946-Present):
- Following the death of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, the U.S. Mint
decided to honor him with a new dime design. The Roosevelt dime, designed by
John R. Sinnock, features a profile of Roosevelt on the obverse and a torch,
olive branch, and oak branch on the reverse. This design has remained largely
unchanged since its inception.

2. Commemorative Dimes:
- Over the years, the U.S. Mint has issued various commemorative dimes,
including those celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Roosevelt dime and
other significant events in American history.

3. Changes in Composition:
- In 1965, due to rising silver prices, the U.S. Mint switched to a copper-
nickel clad composition, which remains in use today. The dime is now composed
of 91.67% copper and 8.33% nickel.

The Dime in Contemporary Society

Today, the dime remains a vital part of American currency, despite the rise
of digital payments and changes in consumer behavior. The dime's historical
significance, collectible value, and role in the economy continue to be
relevant.

Collecting Dimes: A Numismatic Interest

Many collectors find the history of the dime intriguing and enjoy collecting



various designs and mintages. Some popular categories among dime collectors
include:

Key Dates: Certain years of dimes, like the 1894-S Barber dime, are
extremely rare and can fetch high prices.

Mint Marks: Dimes from different mints (e.g., Philadelphia, Denver, San
Francisco) can have significant value differences.

Grading and Condition: The condition of the coin plays a crucial role in
its collectible value, with grades ranging from Poor to Mint State.

The Future of the Dime

As technology continues to advance and digital transactions become
increasingly prevalent, the future of the dime may be uncertain. However, its
historical importance and cultural significance ensure that it remains a
cherished part of American heritage.

Conclusion

The history of the dime is a rich tapestry woven from economic necessity,
artistic expression, and societal values. From its humble beginnings in the
late 18th century to its place in modern commerce, the dime has adapted to
changing times while maintaining its essential role in American culture. As
collectors and historians continue to explore its significance, the dime will
undoubtedly remain an enduring symbol of currency and value in the United
States.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the word 'dime'?

The word 'dime' comes from the French word 'dîme', meaning 'tithe' or 'tenth
part', reflecting its value as one-tenth of a dollar.

When was the first dime minted in the United States?

The first dime was minted in 1796, featuring the image of Liberty on the
obverse and an eagle on the reverse.

What was the composition of early dimes?

Early dimes were made of silver, specifically 89.24% silver and 10.76%
copper, until the Coinage Act of 1965 changed their composition.



What design is featured on the Mercury dime?

The Mercury dime, minted from 1916 to 1945, features a depiction of Liberty
wearing a winged cap, which is often misidentified as the Roman god Mercury.

What is the significance of the Roosevelt dime?

The Roosevelt dime was introduced in 1946 to honor President Franklin D.
Roosevelt, who passed away in 1945 and was instrumental in founding the March
of Dimes.

How has the design of the dime changed over time?

The design of the dime has evolved through various series, including the
Draped Bust, Seated Liberty, Barber, Mercury, and Roosevelt dimes, each
reflecting different artistic styles and historical contexts.

What is the current composition of the dime?

Since 1965, the dime has been composed of a core of pure copper, with an
outer layer of nickel and copper, making it 91.67% copper and 8.33% nickel.

What are some notable errors or variations found in
dime production?

Notable errors include the 1982 'No P' dime and various misprints that have
become sought after by collectors for their rarity and historical
significance.

Why is the dime considered an important coin in
American history?

The dime is significant due to its long history, cultural representation of
values like liberty and prosperity, and its role in everyday transactions in
the American economy.
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