
history of the grange
History of the Grange is a fascinating tale that intertwines agricultural advocacy, community
organization, and social reform in the United States. Founded in the aftermath of the Civil War during
a time of significant agricultural distress, the Grange, officially known as the Patrons of Husbandry,
played a pivotal role in addressing the needs and challenges faced by farmers. This article will explore
the origins, development, and impact of the Grange, highlighting its relevance throughout American
history.

Origins of the Grange

The Grange was established in 1867 by a group of farmers and agricultural leaders who recognized
the need for a unified voice to advocate for their interests. The post-Civil War era was characterized
by economic turmoil, particularly in rural America, where farmers faced a multitude of challenges:

- High shipping rates: Railroads charged exorbitant fees for transporting crops, often leading to
financial ruin for small farmers.
- Debt: Many farmers were in debt due to purchasing land, equipment, and supplies, exacerbated by
falling crop prices.
- Isolation: Rural communities often lacked social and educational resources, leaving farmers feeling
isolated and powerless.

The Grange was founded by Oliver Hudson Kelley, an agricultural reformer, and other like-minded
individuals who sought to create a network of support among farmers. The organization aimed to:

1. Promote social and educational opportunities.
2. Advocate for agricultural interests.
3. Provide economic assistance through cooperative enterprises.

The Growth of the Grange Movement

From its humble beginnings, the Grange quickly gained popularity, particularly in the Midwest and
Southern states. By the early 1870s, the organization had expanded dramatically, establishing
hundreds of local chapters known as "Granges."

- Membership Surge: Within a few years, Grange membership soared to over a million members. The
Grange became a powerful voice for agricultural reform.
- Political Influence: The Grange’s influence extended into politics, as members began to advocate for
policies that would benefit farmers, including regulations on railroads and grain elevators.

Activities of the Grange

The Grange served multiple functions, from educational initiatives to political activism. Some of the



key activities included:

Education and Socialization

The Grange emphasized the importance of education and community. Local chapters often organized
various programs:

- Workshops and Classes: Granges provided agricultural education, including crop rotation, animal
husbandry, and rural home economics.
- Social Events: Grange halls became centers for community gatherings, hosting dances, picnics, and
fairs that fostered unity and camaraderie among members.
- Library Initiatives: Many Granges established libraries to promote literacy and provide access to
educational materials.

Economic Cooperation

One of the primary motivations behind the Grange was economic cooperation among farmers. The
organization promoted various cooperative ventures, including:

- Grain Elevators: Farmers banded together to build their own grain elevators, allowing them to store
and sell grain at more favorable prices.
- Buying Clubs: Granges established buying clubs to purchase supplies in bulk, reducing costs for
members.
- Insurance: The Grange developed mutual insurance companies to provide affordable coverage for
farmers.

Political Advocacy

As the Grange grew, so did its political ambitions. Members recognized that legislative change was
necessary to address the injustices they faced. Key political activities included:

- Lobbying Efforts: Grange leaders lobbied state legislatures for regulations on railroad rates and grain
elevator practices.
- Formation of Alliances: The Grange formed alliances with other agricultural organizations, such as
the Farmers' Alliance, to amplify their voice in the political arena.
- Electoral Participation: Grange members often supported candidates who aligned with their interests
and participated in local, state, and national elections.

The Decline of the Grange

Despite its early success, the Grange began to see a decline in membership and influence by the late
19th century. Several factors contributed to this downturn:



Competition from Other Organizations

As the Grange matured, it faced competition from other agricultural organizations, notably:

- Farmers' Alliance: This organization emerged in the 1880s and focused on similar issues but adopted
a more radical approach to reform, appealing to those disillusioned with the Grange.
- Populist Movement: The rise of the Populist Party drew many former Grange members into a broader
political movement that sought systemic changes to benefit farmers.

Internal Challenges

The Grange also faced internal challenges that weakened its structure and appeal:

- Leadership Disputes: Conflicts over leadership and direction led to fragmentation within the
organization.
- Changing Agricultural Landscape: The growth of commercial agriculture and mechanization shifted
the focus of farming, making the Grange's earlier cooperative models less relevant.

The Revitalization of the Grange

Although the Grange experienced a period of decline, it has undergone revitalization efforts in recent
years. The organization has adapted to modern agricultural challenges while maintaining its core
values.

Modern Initiatives

Today, the Grange continues to operate on both local and national levels. Key initiatives include:

- Advocacy for Rural Issues: The Grange remains active in advocating for rural communities,
addressing issues such as broadband access, healthcare, and education.
- Community Involvement: Local Granges engage in community service projects, including food
drives, scholarship programs, and disaster relief efforts.
- Youth Programs: The Grange emphasizes the importance of involving young people through youth
programs that teach leadership and agricultural skills.

Legacy and Impact

The legacy of the Grange is evident in several ways:

- Influence on Agricultural Policies: The Grange played a significant role in shaping state and national
agricultural policies, particularly regarding railroad regulation.
- Community Building: The organization fostered a sense of community among rural residents, helping



to combat isolation in farming communities.
- Foundation for Future Movements: The Grange laid the groundwork for future agricultural
movements and organizations that continued the fight for farmers' rights.

Conclusion

The history of the Grange is a testament to the power of community organization and advocacy in the
face of adversity. As it continues to evolve, the Grange remains a vital part of the agricultural
landscape in the United States, championing the interests of farmers and rural communities. Its
legacy serves as a reminder of the importance of solidarity and collective action in addressing the
challenges that confront society, particularly in the ever-changing world of agriculture. Through its
ongoing efforts, the Grange exemplifies the enduring spirit of cooperation, education, and advocacy
that has been its hallmark since its inception.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Grange movement and when did it start?
The Grange movement, officially known as the Patrons of Husbandry, was founded in 1867 as a social
and educational organization for farmers in the United States. Its primary aim was to advance the
interests of agriculture and improve the economic and social conditions of rural communities.

Who founded the Grange and what were their main goals?
The Grange was founded by Oliver Hudson Kelley and a group of agricultural reformers. Their main
goals included promoting cooperative purchasing, improving farming techniques, and advocating for
rural education and social activities.

How did the Grange influence American agriculture during the
late 19th century?
During the late 19th century, the Grange played a significant role in advocating for farmers' rights,
leading to reforms such as the establishment of the Interstate Commerce Commission. It also helped
to create cooperatives that allowed farmers to sell their products directly, reducing reliance on
middlemen.

What were some key achievements of the Grange movement?
Key achievements of the Grange movement included the establishment of cooperative grain
elevators, the promotion of rural education and libraries, and successful lobbying for legislative
changes that regulated railroad rates and grain storage fees.

How did the Grange evolve in the 20th century?
In the 20th century, the Grange evolved from a primarily social and educational organization into one



that focused more on legislative advocacy and community service. It also expanded its membership
to include not just farmers but all rural residents.

What is the current status of the Grange today?
Today, the Grange continues to operate as a national organization focused on rural advocacy,
community service, and agricultural education. It engages in various activities such as youth
programs, disaster relief, and legislative advocacy on behalf of rural Americans.

How did the Grange impact women's roles in agriculture?
The Grange significantly impacted women's roles in agriculture by providing women with
opportunities for leadership and involvement in community decision-making. Women played a crucial
role in Grange activities, leading to greater recognition of their contributions and advocating for
issues such as education and suffrage.
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