
history of the homecoming mum

History of the homecoming mum is a fascinating journey that reveals how a simple floral arrangement

transformed into an elaborate and meaningful tradition in American high schools. The homecoming

mum, often characterized by its extravagant design and vibrant colors, plays a significant role in

celebrating school spirit and fostering community. This article delves into the origins, evolution, and

cultural significance of the homecoming mum, exploring its various aspects and how it has become

entrenched in modern American high school culture.

Origins of the Homecoming Mum

Early Beginnings

The tradition of homecoming dates back to the early 20th century, with the first official homecoming

event held at the University of Missouri in 1911. This event was designed to bring back alumni for a

football game, creating a sense of nostalgia and belonging. The idea quickly gained popularity,

inspiring other colleges and high schools across the United States to adopt similar celebrations.

The concept of the homecoming mum likely has its roots in the homecoming festivities at these

institutions. Initially, the decorations for homecoming events were relatively simple, often involving

flowers and basic arrangements. However, as the tradition grew, so did the complexity of the floral

arrangements.

Introduction of Mums

The use of chrysanthemums, or "mums," in homecoming celebrations became more prominent in the



1930s and 1940s. Mums were chosen not only for their aesthetic appeal but also for their seasonal

availability during the fall months, aligning perfectly with homecoming events. The use of these flowers

was symbolic, representing the beauty of the autumn season and the gathering of friends and family.

Evolution of the Homecoming Mum

From Simple Floral Arrangements to Elaborate Creations

In the early days, homecoming mums were modestly designed, often featuring a single flower attached

to a ribbon with a simple message or the school's colors. However, as the tradition spread and

homecoming events became more elaborate, so too did the homecoming mum.

1. Design Complexity:

- The introduction of different types of decorations, such as ribbons, beads, and trinkets, allowed for

greater creativity and personalization in mum designs.

- High school students began to compete in creating the most extravagant mum, leading to a culture of

extravagant displays.

2. Size and Scale:

- Mums grew larger over the decades, often becoming oversized and adorned with various

embellishments, including stuffed animals, school mascots, and LED lights.

- The average homecoming mum today can weigh several pounds and may be several feet long,

making them both a fashion statement and a display of school pride.

Regional Variations

While the tradition of the homecoming mum is primarily associated with Texas high schools, variations



exist across the United States. In Texas, the mum tradition has become especially prominent, with

students often wearing them to homecoming games and dances. Some key regional variations include:

- Texas: In Texas, homecoming mums are typically larger and more elaborate, often worn by girls as a

form of wearable art. Boys may receive smaller versions called "garters."

- Other States: In some other regions, homecoming mums are less extravagant, focusing more on

simple floral arrangements or school spirit items without the excessive embellishments seen in Texas.

Cultural Significance

Symbol of School Spirit

The homecoming mum has become a powerful symbol of school spirit. Wearing a mum signifies pride

in one's school and a connection to the community. Students often wear their mums to homecoming

games and dances, showcasing their dedication and enthusiasm for their school.

- Social Connection: The act of giving a homecoming mum, typically from a date to their partner,

fosters social connections among students, reinforcing friendships and romantic relationships.

- Tradition and Legacy: Many families pass down homecoming mum designs through generations,

creating a sense of legacy and continuity. This passing down of tradition strengthens the bonds within

families and communities.

Economic Impact

The homecoming mum industry has experienced significant growth over the years, especially in Texas.

Local florists and craft stores often capitalize on the demand for homecoming mums, leading to the

establishment of small businesses that specialize in creating custom designs.



- Small Businesses: Many local florists see a substantial increase in sales during homecoming season,

with some dedicating entire sections of their stores to homecoming-related items.

- DIY Culture: The rise of social media has encouraged a do-it-yourself (DIY) culture surrounding

homecoming mums, with students and parents sharing tips, tutorials, and inspiration for creating their

own unique designs.

Modern Trends and Innovations

Customization and Personalization

As the homecoming mum tradition continues to evolve, customization has become a prominent trend.

Students now have the ability to create personalized designs that reflect their individual styles and

interests. This shift towards personalization includes:

- Theme-Based Mums: Many students choose to create mums based on specific themes, such as

favorite movies, hobbies, or even personal achievements.

- Technology Integration: Some contemporary mum designs incorporate technology, such as LED

lights or sound elements, allowing for a more dynamic and eye-catching presentation.

Environmental Considerations

With growing awareness of environmental issues, some students and schools are exploring

sustainable alternatives to traditional homecoming mums. This includes:

- Eco-Friendly Materials: Using recycled or biodegradable materials for decorations, such as paper

flowers or reusable ribbons.

- Planting Mums: Instead of discarding their mums after the festivities, some students choose to plant



their chrysanthemums, promoting environmental responsibility and sustainability.

Conclusion

The history of the homecoming mum is a testament to the evolution of American high school culture

and the importance of community and tradition. From its humble beginnings as a simple floral

arrangement to the elaborate creations we see today, the homecoming mum serves as a symbol of

school spirit, social connection, and personal expression. As the tradition continues to grow and adapt

to contemporary trends, it remains an enduring aspect of the homecoming experience, fostering

connections among students, families, and communities for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the homecoming mum tradition?

The homecoming mum tradition originated in Texas during the 1930s, where students began creating

elaborate floral arrangements to wear during homecoming festivities to symbolize school spirit.

How has the design of homecoming mums evolved over the years?

Initially simple, homecoming mums have evolved into extravagant displays featuring ribbons, stuffed

animals, and various embellishments, reflecting personal styles and school pride.

What is the significance of the colors used in homecoming mums?

The colors of homecoming mums typically represent the school’s colors, symbolizing unity and pride

among students, and allowing for personalization to reflect individual taste.



Who typically wears homecoming mums?

Traditionally, homecoming mums are worn by high school students, particularly girls, during

homecoming events, but they are also given to dates and friends as a symbol of affection and

camaraderie.

Are there any modern variations of homecoming mums?

Yes, modern variations include smaller, less traditional versions, called 'mini-mums', as well as DIY

options where students can customize them to fit their personal styles and preferences.
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