HISTORY OF THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL IN LAS VEGAS

HiSTORY OF THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL IN LAS VEGAS IS A FASCINATING JOURNEY THAT CAPTURES THE ESSENCE OF LAS
VEGAS' TRANSFORMATION FROM A SMALL DESERT TOWN INTO A BUSTLING ENTERTAINMENT CAPITAL. OPENED IN 1969, THE
INTERNATIONAL HOTEL WAS NOT JUST A HOTEL; IT WAS A SYMBOL OF LUXURY, GLAMOUR, AND THE BURGEONING
ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY THAT WOULD COME TO DEFINE LAS VEGAS. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE RICH HISTORY OF THE
INTERNATIONAL HOTEL, ITS IMPACT ON THE LAS VEGAS STRIP/ AND ITS LEGACY IN THE HOSPITALITY INDUSTRY.

THE BIRTH OF THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL

THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL WAS CONCEIVED IN THE 1960s WHEN LAS VEGAS WAS BEGINNING TO EMERGE AS A MAJOR
TOURIST DESTINATION. PRIOR TO ITS OPENING, THE CITY WAS LARGELY CHARACTERIZED BY SMALLER CASINOS AND MOTELS.
THE VISION FOR THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL WAS TO CREATE A LARGE-SCALE RESORT THAT COULD ACCOMMODATE THE
INCREASING NUMBER OF VISITORS FLOCKING TO LAS VEGAS.

CONSTRUCTION AND OPENING

THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL BEGAN IN 1967, SPEARHEADED BY A GROUP OF INVESTORS INCLUDING
HOTELIER AND BUSINESSMAN KIRKk KERKORIAN. THE HOTEL WAS BUILT ON THE SITE OF THE OLD FLAMINGO, WHICH HAD LONG BEEN
A STAPLE OF THE LAS VEGAS STRIP.

- Key FEATURES OF THE HOTEL:

- 1,512 GUEST ROOMS

- A SHOWROOM THAT COULD ACCOMMODATE OVER 2,000 GUESTS
- MULTIPLE RESTAURANTS AND BARS

- A LARGE SWIMMING POOL AND SPA FACILITIES

THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL OFFICIALLY OPENED ITS DOORS ON JULY 2, 1969, MARKING A NEW ERA IN LAS VEGAS
HOSPITALITY. IT WAS THE LARGEST HOTEL IN THE WORLD AT THE TIME, SHOWCASING THE AMBITION AND VISION OF ITS
CREATORS.

ENTERTAINMENT AT THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL

ONE OF THE DEFINING FEATURES OF THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL WAS ITS COMMITMENT TO LIVE ENTERTAINMENT. THE HOTEL
QUICKLY BECAME KNOWN FOR HOSTING SOME OF THE BIGGEST NAMES IN MUSIC AND ENTERTAINMENT.

THe ELvis EFFecT

ELVIS PRESLEY BECAME SYNONYMOUS WITH THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL, PERFORMING THERE FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 1969. His
RESIDENCY AT THE HOTEL WOULD LATER BECOME LEGENDARY, DRAWING FANS FROM AROUND THE WORLD AND SOLIDIFYING LAS
VEGAS' REPUTATION AS A PREMIER ENTERTAINMENT DESTINATION.

- ELVIS PRESLEY’S IMPACT INCLUDED:

- A SERIES OF SOLD-OUT SHOWS THAT RAN INTO THE 1970s

- THE INTRODUCTION OF THE “LLAS VEGAS SHOW" CONCEPT, WHICH FEATURED ELABORATE STAGING AND PRODUCTION
- INCREASED VISIBILITY AND TOURISM TO LAS VEGAS

ELVIS'S PERFORMANCES NOT ONLY BROUGHT THE HOTEL FAME BUT ALSO HELPED TO REDEFINE THE LAS VEGAS ENTERTAINMENT
SCENE.



OTHER NOTABLE PERFORMERS

Bevyonp ELVIS, THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL HOSTED A VARIETY OF OTHER HIGH-PROFILE ENTERTAINERS, CEMENTING ITS STATUS
AS A MAJOR ENTERTAINMENT VENUE IN LAS VEGAS.

- NOTABLE ACTS INCLUDED:
- FRANK SINATRA

- LIBERACE

- ToM Jones

- DIANA Ross

THESE PERFORMANCES CONTRIBUTED TO THE HOTEL'S ALLURE, MAKING IT A MUST-VISIT DESTINATION FOR TOURISTS AND
LOCALS ALIKE.

THE EVOLUTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL

AS TIME PASSED, THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL UNDERWENT SEVERAL CHANGES, BOTH IN O\WNERSHIP AND BRANDING.

REBRANDING AS THE HILTON

IN 1970, THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL WAS SOLD TO THE HILTON HOTELS CORPORATION, LEADING TO A MAJOR REBRANDING.
- CHANGES AFTER REBRANDING INCLUDED:

- THE HOTEL WAS RENAMED THE LAS VEGAS HILTON.

- RENOVATIONS AND UPGRADES WERE MADE TO GUEST ROOMS AND AMENITIES.

- THE HILTON BRAND INTRODUCED ITS SIGNATURE HOSPITALITY STYLE, ATTRACTING A MORE UPSCALE CLIENTELE.

THe LAS VEGAS HILTON CONTINUED TO THRIVE THROUGHOUT THE 19705 AND 1980S, MAINTAINING ITS REPUTATION AS A
PREMIER DESTINATION FOR ENTERTAINMENT AND LUXURY.

TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS

THE LAS VEGAS HILTON WAS ALSO AT THE FOREFRONT OF TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS IN THE HOSPITALITY INDUSTRY.
- KEY INNOVATIONS INCLUDED:

- THE INTRODUCTION OF ONE OF THE FIRST IN"ROOM TELEVISIONS.

- ADVANCED GAMING SYSTEMS IN THE CASINO.

- THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A MODERN RESERVATIONS SYSTEM.

THESE INNOVATIONS NOT ONLY ENHANCED THE GUEST EXPERIENCE BUT ALSO SET NEW STANDARDS FOR THE HOSPITALITY
INDUSTRY.

THE LEGACY OF THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL

DESPITE ITS REBRANDING, THE LEGACY OF THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL HAS CONTINUED TO INFLUENCE THE LAS VEGAS STRIP.



THE IMPACT ON LAS VEGAS TOURISM

THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN SHAPING THE FUTURE OF TOURISM IN LAS VEGAS.

- KEY IMPACTS INCLUDED:

- PIONEERING THE CONCEPT OF LARGE-SCALE RESORTS THAT COMBINE HOTELS, CASINOS, AND ENTERTAINMENT.
- ATTRACTING A DIVERSE RANGE OF VISITORS, FROM FAMILIES TO HIGH ROLLERS.

- INSPIRING SUBSEQUENT DEVELOPMENTS ALONG THE STRIP, INCLUDING THE CREATION OF MEGA-RESORTS.

THESE CONTRIBUTIONS HELPED TO ESTABLISH LAS VEGAS AS A GLOBAL ENTERTAINMENT CAPITAL.

MoDErRN-DAY INFLUENCE

TODAY, THE SITE OF THE FORMER INTERNATIONAL HOTEL IS HOME TO THE WESTGATE LAS VEGAS RESORT § CASINO, WHICH
STILL HONORS THE LEGACY OF ITS PREDECESSOR.

- CONTINUING FEATURES INCLUDE:

- A TRIBUTE TO ELVIS WITH MEMORABILIA AND THEMED EVENTS.

- A FOCUS ON LIVE ENTERTAINMENT WITH VARIOUS SHOWS AND PERFORMANCES.

- A COMMITMENT TO LUXURY HOSPITALITY, REFLECTING THE STANDARDS SET BY THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL.

THE STORY OF THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL IS A TESTAMENT TO THE EVOLUTION OF LAS VEGAS AND THE HOSPITALITY
INDUSTRY AS A WHOLE.

CoNcLUSION

THE HISTORY OF THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL IN LAS VEGAS IS A REMARKABLE CHAPTER IN THE CITY’S RICH NARRATIVE. FROM
ITS GRAND OPENING IN 1969 TO ITS EVOLUTION INTO THE LAS VEGAS HILTON AND BEYOND, THE HOTEL HAS LEFT AN INDELIBLE
MARK ON THE LAS VEGAS STRIP. ITS COMMITMENT TO LUXURY, ENTERTAINMENT, AND INNOVATION PAVED THE WAY FOR
FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS AND CONTINUES TO INSPIRE THE HOSPITALITY INDUSTRY TODAY. AS LAS VEGAS CONTINUES TO GROW
AND CHANGE, THE LEGACY OF THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL REMAINS A VITAL PART OF ITS STORY, REMINDING US OF THE GLAMOUR
AND EXCITEMENT THAT FIRST PUT THIS DESERT OASIS ON THE MAP.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\X/HEN DID THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL IN LAS VEGAS OPEN?

THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL OPENED ON JULY 2, 1969.

\W/HO WAS THE FIRST MAJOR PERFORMER TO HEADLINE AT THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL?

ELVIS PRESLEY WAS THE FIRST MAJOR PERFORMER TO HEADLINE AT THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL/ BEGINNING HIS RESIDENCY IN
1969.

WHAT WAS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL IN THE LAS VEGAS
ENTERTAINMENT SCENE?

THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL WAS SIGNIFICANT AS IT MARKED THE BEGINNING OF LARGE-SCALE ENTERTAINMENT VENUES IN LAS
\/EGAS, SETTING THE STAGE FOR FUTURE MEGA-RESORTS.



WHAT WAS THE ORIGINAL NAME OF THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL BEFORE IT WAS
RENAMED?

THE HOTEL WAS ORIGINALLY CALLED THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL BUT WAS LATER RENAMED THE HILTON HOTEL IN 1970 AFTER
THE HILTON HOTELS CORPORATION PURCHASED IT.

\WHAT NOTABLE FEATURE DID THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL HAVE WHEN IT OPENED?

THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL FEATURED THE LARGEST HOTEL ROOM IN THE WORLD AT THE TIME, BOASTING OVER ],500 ROOMS.

\WHAT HAPPENED TO THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL AFTER IT WAS SOLD TO HILTON?

AFTER BEING SOLD TO HILTON, THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL UNDERWENT RENOVATIONS AND CONTINUED TO HOST MAJOR
ENTERTAINMENT ACTS, SOLIDIFYING ITS PLACE IN LAS VEGAS HISTORY.

\WHAT IS THE CURRENT STATUS OF THE SITE WHERE THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL ONCE
sTooD?

THE SITE OF THE FORMER INTERNATIONAL HOTEL IS NOW OCCUPIED BY THE WESTGATE LAS VEGAS RESORT § CASINO, WHICH
CONTINUES TO HONOR THE LEGACY OF THE ORIGINAL HOTEL.
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