history of the lindy hop

The history of the lindy hop is a vibrant tapestry woven from the threads of African
American culture, jazz music, and the social dynamics of the early 20th century. This
dynamic dance originated in Harlem during the 1920s and has since evolved into a
beloved global phenomenon. In this article, we will explore the origins, development, and
lasting impact of the lindy hop, illustrating how it reflects the cultural shifts of its time and
its influence on modern dance.

Origins of the Lindy Hop

The lindy hop emerged in the 1920s in the African American communities of Harlem, New
York. It is commonly believed to have been inspired by earlier dances such as the
Charleston, breakaway, and the black bottom. The dance gained popularity during the
Harlem Renaissance, a cultural movement characterized by an explosion of African
American art, music, and literature.

Influence of Jazz Music

Jazz music played a crucial role in the evolution of the lindy hop. The dance was deeply
connected to the rhythms and improvisational nature of jazz. Key figures in the jazz scene,
such as Duke Ellington and Louis Armstrong, provided the soundtrack for the energetic
movements of the lindy hop dancers.

- Key Characteristics of Jazz Music Influencing Lindy Hop:

1. Syncopation: The off-beat rhythms of jazz allowed dancers to express themselves in
unique ways.

2. Improvisation: Just as jazz musicians often improvised, lindy hop dancers created
spontaneous movements that reflected their personalities.

3. Swing Feel: The "swing" rhythm of jazz music encouraged a lively and bouncy style of
dancing.

Development and Popularization

The lindy hop quickly gained popularity in the 1930s, particularly as dance marathons and
swing dances became widespread. The Savoy Ballroom in Harlem was one of the first
venues to host lindy hop competitions, attracting dancers from all over the city.

The Savoy Ballroom

The Savoy Ballroom was a cultural epicenter for African American music and dance.



Opened in 1926, it was renowned for its spacious dance floor and vibrant atmosphere. The
ballroom became a melting pot of different dance styles and cultures, serving as the
birthplace for many variations of the lindy hop.

- Key Features of the Savoy Ballroom:

- Large Dance Floor: Allowed for free movement and the creation of new dance styles.

- Live Bands: Regular performances by famous jazz bands kept the energy high and the
dancers engaged.

- Diverse Crowd: People from various backgrounds came together to dance, fostering an
environment of creativity and innovation.

Famous Lindy Hop Dancers

Several dancers became synonymous with the lindy hop during its heyday. Their styles
and performances not only popularized the dance but also contributed to its evolution.

- Notable Lindy Hop Dancers:

- Frankie Manning: Often called the "Ambassador of Swing," Manning was instrumental in
developing the dance and is credited with popularizing aerial moves.

- Chick Webb: A renowned drummer and bandleader, Webb's orchestra was a staple at the
Savoy Ballroom and featured many iconic lindy hop performances.

- Al Minns and Leon James: These dancers were known for their impressive aerials and
contributed to the dance's showmanship.

Lindy Hop in Film and Media

The lindy hop's popularity surged in the 1930s and 1940s, in part due to its exposure in
film and media. Movies featuring the dance helped to introduce it to wider audiences
outside of Harlem.

Hollywood and the Lindy Hop

Films such as "A Day at the Races" (1937) and "Hellzapoppin'" (1941) showcased the lindy
hop, giving it a platform to reach audiences across the United States.

- Impact of Film on Lindy Hop:

- Increased Visibility: Films brought the dance to the forefront of popular culture, inspiring
many to take up dancing.

- Celebrity Dancers: Stars like Cab Calloway and The Nicholas Brothers showcased their
lindy hop skills, further attracting attention.

- Dance Competitions: The popularity of dance competitions in films encouraged more
people to learn and participate in the lindy hop.



Decline and Resurgence

Despite its peak popularity in the 1940s, the lindy hop began to decline in the 1950s as
rock and roll emerged. New dance styles, such as the twist, began to dominate the dance
scene, and the swing era came to an end.

However, the 1980s saw a revival of interest in swing dancing, including the lindy hop.
This resurgence was fueled by a combination of nostalgia, music, and the efforts of
dedicated dancers and instructors.

Factors Contributing to the Resurgence

Several key factors contributed to the revival of the lindy hop in the late 20th century:

- Swing Music Revival: The resurgence of big band music and swing in popular culture
rekindled interest in the dance.

- Dance Communities: The formation of swing dance clubs and organizations helped to
create a supportive environment for dancers of all levels.

- Media Exposure: Documentaries and television shows featuring the lindy hop introduced
the dance to new generations.

Lindy Hop Today

Today, the lindy hop is a global phenomenon, with dance communities in cities around the
world. Whether in local dance halls or international festivals, lindy hop continues to thrive.

Modern Dance Communities

Lindy hop has evolved, but its core principles remain the same: connection, improvisation,
and joy. Modern dancers often emphasize the social aspect of the dance, bringing people
together to share in the experience.

- Key Characteristics of Modern Lindy Hop:

- Inclusivity: Lindy hop welcomes dancers of all backgrounds and skill levels, fostering a
sense of community.

- Innovation: Dancers continue to explore and innovate, incorporating new styles and
movements into their performances.

- Competitions and Festivals: Events such as the International Lindy Hop Championships
and the Lindy Focus festival celebrate the dance and its community.



The Cultural Significance of Lindy Hop

The history of the lindy hop is not just a story of a dance; it reflects broader cultural
themes of joy, resilience, and community. Born from the struggles and celebrations of
African American culture, the lindy hop continues to be a symbol of freedom and
expression.

In summary, the history of the lindy hop is a testament to the power of dance to connect
people across generations and cultures. From its origins in Harlem to its global
resurgence today, the lindy hop remains a vibrant part of the dance landscape, celebrating
a rich history while continuing to evolve.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the Lindy Hop dance?

The Lindy Hop originated in the Harlem neighborhood of New York City in the late 1920s
and early 1930s, evolving from earlier jazz and swing dances.

Who is considered the 'father' of Lindy Hop?

Frankie Manning, a dancer and choreographer, is often referred to as the 'father' of Lindy
Hop due to his significant contributions to its development and popularization.

How did the Lindy Hop get its name?

The Lindy Hop is named after Charles Lindbergh's historic transatlantic flight in 1927. A
dancer reportedly exclaimed 'Let’s do the Lindy Hop!' in reference to his 'hop' across the
Atlantic.

What role did African American culture play in the
development of the Lindy Hop?

African American culture, particularly jazz music and the social dance scene in Harlem,
played a crucial role in the development of the Lindy Hop, incorporating elements from
various African American dance styles.

How did the Lindy Hop influence other dance styles?

The Lindy Hop significantly influenced other swing dances and styles, including the
Jitterbug and East Coast Swing, and its improvisational nature has impacted dance in
various genres.

What is the significance of the Savoy Ballroom in Lindy



Hop history?

The Savoy Ballroom in Harlem was a central hub for Lindy Hop dancers in the 1930s and
1940s, known for its vibrant atmosphere and as a place where both black and white
dancers came together to enjoy the music.

How has the Lindy Hop evolved in contemporary dance
scenes?

Today, the Lindy Hop continues to thrive globally, with many communities hosting dance
events, competitions, and classes, while incorporating modern influences and maintaining
its traditional roots.
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