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History of the PGA

The history of the PGA (Professional Golfers' Association) is a fascinating journey that
reflects the evolution of golf as both a sport and an industry. Established to promote and
support the interests of professional golfers, the PGA has played a pivotal role in shaping
the game we know today. From its humble beginnings in the early 20th century to its
present-day global influence, the PGA's story is one of growth, innovation, and resilience.

Founding of the PGA

The PGA was founded in 1916 in the United States, during a time when golf was gaining
popularity among the American public. With the sport's increasing visibility, the need
arose for a professional organization to represent golf professionals and promote the
game.

The Early Years (1916-1930)

1. The Inception:
- The PGA was formed by a group of 78 golf professionals in New York City. The first
president was George E. Sargent, who played a crucial role in its establishment.

2. First Championship:

- The inaugural PGA Championship was held in 1916, making it one of the oldest major
championships in professional golf. It was originally conceived as a match-play event,
which distinguished it from other tournaments.

3. Growth in Membership:
- By 1920, the PGA had grown to over 1,000 members. The association began to establish
regional chapters, further solidifying its presence across the country.

The Golden Age of Golf (1930s-1940s)

The 1930s and 1940s marked a period of significant growth and development for the PGA,
as golf began to capture the attention of a broader audience.

Introduction of the Ryder Cup

- 1934: The inaugural Ryder Cup was held, pitting American golfers against their
European counterparts. This biennial tournament quickly became one of the most



prestigious events in golf, further elevating the profile of the sport.

Impact of the Great Depression

- The Great Depression had a profound impact on the PGA and its members. Many golf
courses faced financial difficulties, leading to reduced salaries for golf professionals. In
response, the PGA initiated various programs to support its members.

World War II and its Effects

- The onset of World War II brought challenges to the PGA, as many golfers enlisted in the
military. Despite this, the PGA worked to promote golf as a means of recreation and
relaxation during the war, ensuring the sport's continued visibility.

Post-War Expansion (1950s-1960s)

Following the war, golf experienced a resurgence in popularity, leading to unprecedented
growth for the PGA.

Television and Sponsorship

1. Emergence of Television:
- The 1950s saw the introduction of television broadcasts of golf tournaments. This new
medium brought golf into American households and significantly increased its popularity.

2. Corporate Sponsorship:
- As viewership grew, so did the interest from corporate sponsors. The PGA began to forge

partnerships with various brands, helping to establish a commercial aspect to professional
golf.

Establishment of the PGA Tour

- 1968: The PGA Tour was officially formed as a separate entity from the PGA, allowing for
more focus on tournament play and player promotion. This marked a pivotal moment in
the history of the PGA as it shifted towards a more player-centric model.

Modern Era (1970s-Present)

The modern era has seen the PGA evolve into a global powerhouse in the world of



professional golf.

Global Expansion

- The 1980s and 1990s marked a period of international growth for the PGA. The
organization began to establish relationships with golf associations around the world,
leading to the development of global tournaments and events.

Technological Advancements

1. Equipment Innovations:

- The introduction of new technologies in golf equipment, such as metal drivers and
advanced ball designs, transformed the game and influenced how golf is played on both
professional and amateur levels.

2. Data and Analytics:
- The use of data and analytics has become prominent in the modern game, aiding players
in performance analysis and course management strategies.

Diversity and Inclusion

- In recent years, the PGA has made significant strides towards promoting diversity and
inclusion within the sport. Initiatives aimed at encouraging participation from
underrepresented groups have been implemented, with programs like the PGA's "Golf for
Life" focusing on youth development.

The PGA Today

Today, the PGA represents thousands of professionals across the globe and continues to
be an influential force in the world of golf. The association oversees numerous
tournaments, including the PGA Championship and the Ryder Cup, and plays a key role in
the development of aspiring golfers.

Key Achievements and Milestones

1. PGA Championship:
- Continues to be one of the four major championships in professional golf, attracting top
talent from around the world.

2. PGA Tour:
- Hosts over 50 tournaments each year, showcasing the best players and providing



opportunities for up-and-coming golfers.

3. Education and Training:

- The PGA offers educational programs for its members, focusing on coaching, business
management, and club operations, ensuring that golf professionals remain at the forefront
of the industry.

Future Directions

The PGA faces various challenges and opportunities in the future. As the game evolves,
the association must adapt to changing demographics and technological advancements
while maintaining its core values. Key areas of focus include:

- Sustainability: Addressing environmental concerns associated with golf course
maintenance and promoting eco-friendly practices.

- Youth Engagement: Continuing efforts to attract younger generations to the sport
through innovative programs and partnerships.

- Global Outreach: Expanding the PGA’s influence in emerging markets, promoting golf as
a sport for all.

Conclusion

The history of the PGA is a testament to the enduring appeal of golf and its capacity to
evolve. From its modest beginnings to its current status as a global leader in the sport, the
PGA has significantly impacted the way golf is played, viewed, and enjoyed. As it looks to
the future, the PGA will undoubtedly continue to shape the landscape of professional golf
while remaining true to its mission of promoting and supporting the game. Through
innovation, inclusivity, and a commitment to excellence, the PGA is poised to lead the
sport into a new era.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Professional Golfers' Association (PGA)
founded?

The PGA was founded on April 10, 1916.

What was the original purpose of the PGA when it was
established?

The original purpose of the PGA was to promote the game of golf and support its
professionals.



Who was the first president of the PGA?

The first president of the PGA was George Jacobus.

How has the PGA Championship evolved since its
inception?

The PGA Championship has evolved from a match play format to a stroke play format in
1958 and has grown to become one of the four major championships in professional golf.

What significant change occurred in the PGA in 1968?

In 1968, the PGA changed its membership policy to allow individuals who were not strictly
golf professionals, including club owners and managers, to join.

How did the PGA Tour become a separate entity?

The PGA Tour became a separate entity in 1968 when professional golfers sought to gain
more control over their tournaments and finances, leading to the formation of the Tour.

What impact did the introduction of television have on
the PGA?

The introduction of television significantly increased the visibility and popularity of the
PGA, leading to greater sponsorship and prize money for tournaments.
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