HISTORY OF WATERBURY CONNECTICUT

THE HISTORY OF \X/ATERBURY, CONNECTICUT IS A RICH TAPESTRY WOVEN WITH INDUSTRIAL GROWTH, CULTURAL
DEVELOPMENT, AND COMMUNITY RESILIENCE. FOUNDED IN THE EARLY 17TH CENTURY, W/ ATERBURY HAS TRANSFORMED FROM A
SMALL SETTLEMENT INTO A THRIVING CITY KNOWN FOR ITS MANUFACTURING PROWESS, PARTICULARLY IN THE BRASS INDUSTRY.
THIS ARTICLE WILL EXPLORE THE KEY EVENTS AND FACTORS THAT HAVE SHAPED W/ ATERBURY'S DEVELOPMENT THROUGHOUT
THE CENTURIES.

EARLY SETTLEMENT AND COLONIAL ERA

\X/ ATERBURY'S HISTORY BEGINS IN 1674 WHEN IT WAS SETTLED BY ENGLISH COLONISTS. ORIGINALLY PART OF THE LARGER
TERRITORY OF THE NEW HAVEN COLONY, THE AREA ATTRACTED SETTLERS DUE TO ITS FERTILE LAND AND PROXIMITY TO THE
NAUGATUCK RIVER, WHICH PROVIDED A RELIABLE WATER SOURCE. THE TOWN WAS OFFICIALLY INCORPORATED IN 1686,
NAMED AFTER THE W/ ATERBURY RIVER, WHICH WAS DERIVED FROM THE ENGLISH “WATER” AND “BURY,” MEANING A RIVER WITH A
STREAM OR BROOK.

DURING THE COLONIAL ERA, W/ ATERBURY DEVELOPED AS AN AGRARIAN COMMUNITY. THE SETTLERS FOCUSED ON FARMING AND
ESTABLISHED A CLOSE-KNIT SOCIETY THAT LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR FUTURE ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES. THE TOWN'S
POPULATION GREW STEADILY, AND BY THE MID- | 7003/ X/ ATERBURY HAD BECOME A SIGNIFICANT COMMUNITY IN THE REGION.

THe REVOLUTIONARY W AR PERIOD

W/ ATERBURY PLAYED A NOTABLE ROLE DURING THE AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY W AR. THE TOWN WAS A STRATEGIC
LOCATION, AND IT SERVED AS A SUPPLY DEPOT FOR THE CONTINENTAL ARMY. LOCAL PATRIOTS, INCLUDING GENERAL DANIEL
BISSELL, ORGANIZED RESISTANCE AGAINST BRITISH FORCES. THE MOST SIGNIFICANT EVENT OCCURRED IN 1777 WHEN THE
BRrITISH ARMY, UNDER GENERAL TRYON, RAIDED W ATERBURY, SEEKING TO DISRUPT THE SUPPLY LINES. ALTHOUGH THE RAID
CAUSED DESTRUCTION, THE TOWN’S SPIRIT REMAINED UNBROKEN.

INDUSTRIALIZATION AND EcoNoMIiC GROWTH

THE 19TH CENTURY HERALDED A NEW ERA FOR \X/ATERBURY, CHARACTERIZED BY RAPID INDUSTRIALIZATION. THE AVAILABILITY
OF WATER POWER FROM THE NAUGATUCK RIVER ALLOWED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF VARIOUS MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES.
W ATERBURY BECAME KNOWN AS THE “BrRASS CITY” DUE TO ITS PROMINENCE IN BRASS PRODUCTION.

THe RISE oF BRASS MANUFACTURING

THE BRASS INDUSTRY BECAME THE CORNERSTONE OF W/ ATERBURY'S ECONOMY. SEVERAL FACTORS CONTRIBUTED TO THIS
GROWTH:

1. NATURAL RESOURCES: THE REGION HAD ABUNDANT SUPPLIES OF COPPER, ZINC, AND OTHER MINERALS NECESSARY FOR BRASS
PRODUCTION.

2. SKILLED LABOR: THE TOWN ATTRACTED SKILLED CRAFTSMEN AND LABORERS, MANY OF WHOM WERE IMMIGRANTS SEEKING
BETTER OPPORTUNITIES.

3. TRANSPORTATION: THE CONSTRUCTION OF RAILROADS IN THE MID- 1800S IMPROVED CONNECTIVITY, FACILITATING THE
TRANSPORT OF RAW MATERIALS AND FINISHED GOODS.

By THE LATE -|8OOS, W ATERBURY WAS HOME TO NUMEROUS BRASS FACTORIES, INCLUDING THE W/ ATERBURY BRASS
COMPANY AND THE SCOVILL MANUFACTURING COMPANY. THESE COMPANIES PRODUCED A VARIETY OF PRODUCTS, FROM BRASS
BUTTONS TO PLUMBING FIXTURES, CONTRIBUTING SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE LOCAL AND NATIONAL ECONOMIES.



SociAL AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS

As W ATERBURY'S INDUSTRIAL BASE FLOURISHED, SO DID ITS POPULATION. THE INFLUX OF WORKERS LED TO THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF DIVERSE NEIGHBORHOODS, WHERE VARIOUS IMMIGRANT COMMUNITIES SETTLED. THIS DIVERSITY ENRICHED
W ATERBURY'S CULTURAL FABRIC, LEADING TO THE FORMATION OF SOCIAL CLUBS, CHURCHES, AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS.

IN THE LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURIES, SEVERAL INSTITUTIONS WERE FOUNDED, INCLUDING:

- THE W/ ATERBURY PUBLIC LIBRARY: ESTABLISHED IN 1856, IT BECAME A VITAL RESOURCE FOR EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT.

- THe PALACE THEATER: OPENED IN 1922, THIS HISTORIC THEATER BECAME A HUB FOR ENTERTAINMENT AND THE ARTS,
SHOWCASING FILMS, CONCERTS, AND PERFORMANCES.

THe GReAT DepressioN AND WoORLD W AR |l

THe GReAT DepressioN IN THE 1930s HAD A PROFOUND IMPACT ON W/ ATERBURY, AS IT DID ON MANY AMERICAN CITIES. THE
BRASS INDUSTRY FACED SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGES, LEADING TO LAYOFFS AND FACTORY CLOSURES. HOWEVER, THE RESILIENCE OF
THE COMMUNITY SHONE THROUGH. LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS AND THE GOVERNMENT INITIATED RELIEF PROGRAMS TO SUPPORT
THOSE IN NEED.

As WoRrLD W AR Il APPROACHED, W/ ATERBURY'S FACTORIES PIVOTED TO SUPPORT THE WAR EFFORT. THE MANUFACTURING
CAPABILITIES THAT HAD DEVELOPED OVER DECADES WERE REDIRECTED TO PRODUCE MILITARY SUPPLIES, INCLUDING COMPONENTS
FOR AIRCRAFT AND MUNITIONS. THIS SHIFT NOT ONLY HELPED THE WAR EFFORT BUT ALSO REVITALIZED THE LOCAL ECONOMY
AND BROUGHT JOBS BACK TO THE COMMUNITY.

PosT-\W AR ERA AND UrBAN CHALLENGES

THE POST-WAR YEARS BROUGHT NEW CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR W/ ATERBURY. THE CITY EXPERIENCED POPULATION
GROWTH AS RETURNING VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES SETTLED IN THE AREA. HO\X/EVER, THE MID-20TH CENTURY ALSO SAW
THE DECLINE OF TRADITIONAL MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES, LEADING TO ECONOMIC SHIFTS AND URBAN CHALLENGES.

URrRBAN RENEWAL AND DECLINE

INTHE 1960s AanND 1970s, W ATERBURY UNDERWENT URBAN RENEWAL INITIATIVES AIMED AT REVITALIZING THE DOWNTOWN
AREA AND IMPROVING INFRASTRUCTURE. W/HILE SOME PROJECTS WERE SUCCESSFUL, THE OVERALL ECONOMIC DECLINE
CONTINUED, EXACERBATED BY THE LOSS OF MANUFACTURING JOBS. MANY FACTORIES CLOSED, AND THE POPULATION BEGAN TO
DWINDLE AS RESIDENTS SOUGHT OPPORTUNITIES ELSEWHERE.

REVITALIZATION EFFORTS

IN RECENT DECADES, W/ ATERBURY HAS EMBARKED ON A PATH OF REVITALIZATION. COMMUNITY LEADERS AND ORGANIZATIONS
HAVE FOCUSED ON:

- EconoMIC DIVERSIFICATION: EFFORTS HAVE BEEN MADE TO ATTRACT NEW INDUSTRIES, INCLUDING HEALTHCARE, EDUCATION,
AND TECHNOLOGY.

- CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT: THE ARTS SCENE HAS BEEN BOLSTERED BY COMMUNITY INITIATIVES, INCLUDING FESTIVALS,
GALLERIES, AND PERFORMING ARTS.

- INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS: INVESTMENTS IN TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING, AND PUBLIC SPACES HAVE AIMED TO ENHANCE
THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR RESIDENTS.



MODERN W/ ATERBURY

TODAY/ W/ ATERBURY IS A CITY THAT HONORS ITS INDUSTRIAL PAST WHILE LOOKING TOWARD THE FUTURE. THE POPULATION
HAS STABILIZED, AND THE COMMUNITY IS CHARACTERIZED BY ITS DIVERSITY. THE CITY'S RICH HISTORY IS CELEBRATED THROUGH
VARIOUS CULTURAL EVENTS AND HISTORICAL PRESERVATION EFFORTS.

EDUCATION AND INSTITUTIONS

W/ ATERBURY IS HOME TO SEVERAL EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO THE LOCAL ECONOMY AND COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT!

- PosT UNIVERSITY: A PRIVATE UNIVERSITY THAT OFFERS A RANGE OF UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE PROGRAMS, PLAYING A
SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN HIGHER EDUCATION IN THE REGION.

- W ATERBURY PuBLIC ScHooLS: COMMITTED TO PROVIDING QUALITY EDUCATION TO THE YOUTH OF \X/ATERBURY, FOCUSING
ON INNOVATION AND INCLUSIVITY.

CoMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT HAS BECOME A HALLMARK OF W/ ATERBURY'S IDENTITY. NUMEROUS ORGANIZATIONS WORK TO
IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR RESIDENTS, ADDRESS SOCIAL ISSUES, AND FOSTER COMMUNITY SPIRIT. LocaL INITIATIVES,
INCLUDING NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS AND VOLUNTEER PROGRAMS, HELP TO BUILD CONNECTIONS AMONG RESIDENTS AND
STRENGTHEN THE FABRIC OF THE COMMUNITY.

CONCLUSION

THE HISTORY OF \X/ATERBURY, CONNECTICUT, REFLECTS THE BROADER TRENDS OF AMERICAN HISTORY—FROM EARLY COLONIAL
SETTLEMENT TO INDUSTRIALIZATION AND URBAN CHALLENGES. THROUGH RESILIENCE AND ADAPTABILITY, W/ ATERBURY HAS
NAVIGATED NUMEROUS TRANSFORMATIONS, EMERGING AS A VIBRANT CITY THAT HONORS ITS PAST WHILE EMBRACING THE
FUTURE. AS IT CONTINUES TO EVOLVE, W/ ATERBURY STANDS AS A TESTAMENT TO THE ENDURING SPIRIT OF ITS PEOPLE AND
THEIR COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND CULTURAL ENRICHMENT.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF W/ ATERBURY, CONNECTICUT?

X/ ATERBURY PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTIONI BECOMING A CENTER FOR THE BRASS INDUSTRY AND
EARNING THE NICKNAME ‘BrASS CITY' DUE TO ITS NUMEROUS BRASS FACTORIES.

\WHEN WAS W ATERBURY INCORPORATED AS A CITY?

W ATERBURY WAS INCORPORATED AS A CITY IN ]853, ALTHOUGH IT WAS ORIGINALLY SETTLED IN THE EARLY 17 TH CENTURY.

How pib W ATERBURY'S LOCATION INFLUENCE ITS DEVELOPMENT?

W/ ATERBURY'S LOCATION ALONG THE NAUGATUCK RIVER PROVIDED ESSENTIAL WATER POWER FOR MILLS AND FACTORIES,
FACILITATING ITS GROWTH AS AN INDUSTRIAL HUB IN THE 1QTH CENTURY.



\WHAT MAJOR INDUSTRIES WERE PRESENT IN W/ ATERBURY DURING THE 19TH CENTURY?

THE MAJOR INDUSTRIES IN W/ ATERBURY DURING THE 1QTH CENTURY INCLUDED BRASS MANUFACTURING, CLOCK MAKING, AND THE
PRODUCTION OF RUBBER GOODS.

\WHO WERE SOME NOTABLE FIGURES FROM W/ ATERBURY'S HISTORY?

NOTABLE FIGURES FROM W/ ATERBURY'S HISTORY INCLUDE BRASS INDUSTRY MAGNATE CHARLES E. PARKER AND CLOCK
MANUFACTURER GEORGE E. McLELLAN.

\WHAT ROLE DID W ATERBURY PLAY DURING WORLD WAR II?

DURING W ORLD W AR II, W/ ATERBURY'S FACTORIES SHIFTED TO WARTIME PRODUCTION, MANUFACTURING MUNITIONS AND
SUPPLIES FOR THE MILITARY, CONTRIBUTING SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE WAR EFFORT.

W/HAT ARE SOME HISTORIC LANDMARKS IN \X ATERBURY?

HISTORIC LANDMARKS IN W/ ATERBURY INCLUDE THE MATTATUCK MUSEUM, THE PALACE THEATER, AND THE W/ ATERBURY UNION
STATION, WHICH SHOWCASE THE CITY'S RICH ARCHITECTURAL AND CULTURAL HERITAGE.

How HAS W ATERBURY'S ECONOMY EVOLVED OVER TIME?

W ATERBURY'S ECONOMY HAS SHIFTED FROM MANUFACTURING TO A MORE DIVERSIFIED ECONOMY, INCLUDING HEALTHCARE,
EDUCATION, AND RETAIL, ESPECIALLY AS MANUFACTURING JOBS DECLINED IN THE LATE 20TH CENTURY.

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE W ATERBURY CLock COMPANY?

THe W ATERBURY CLOCK COMPANY, FOUNDED IN 1857, WAS ONE OF THE LARGEST CLOCK MANUFACTURERS IN THE UNITED
STATES AND SIGNIFICANTLY CONTRIBUTED TO THE CITY'S ECONOMY AND REPUTATION DURING THE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH
CENTURIES.
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