HISTORY ON HOMELESSNESS IN AMERICA

HISTORY ON HOMELESSNESS IN AMERICA IS A COMPLEX AND MULTIFACETED TOPIC THAT REFLECTS THE CHANGING SOCIAL,
ECONOMIC, AND POLITICAL LANDSCAPE OF THE COUNTRY. FROM THE EARLY COLONIAL DAYS TO THE PRESENT, HOMELESSNESS
HAS BEEN A PERSISTENT ISSUE, SHAPED BY VARIOUS FACTORS, INCLUDING ECONOMIC DOWNTURNS, HOUSING POLICIES, AND
SOCIAL ATTITUDES. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE EVOLUTION OF HOMELESSNESS IN AMERICA, EXAMINING KEY HISTORICAL
EVENTS, INFLUENTIAL POLICIES, AND THE ONGOING CHALLENGES FACED BY THOSE WITHOUT STABLE HOUSING.

THE EARLY YEARS: COLONIAL AMERICA TO THE 19TH CENTURY

IN COLONIAL AMERICA/ HOMELESSNESS WAS OFTEN LINKED TO POVERTY AND SOCIAL WELFARE. COMMUNITIES TOOK
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THEIR POOR, AND THE CONCEPT OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE BEGAN TO TAKE SHAPE.

CoLoNIAL ATTITUDES TOWARDS THE POOR

- ReLIGIous AND MoRAL OBLIGATIONS: MANY COLONIES VIEWED CARING FOR THE POOR AS A MORAL DUTY. CHURCHES OFTEN
PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN PROVIDING AID.

- \W ORKHOUSES: BY THE 17TH CENTURY, WORKHOUSES WERE ESTABLISHED IN SOME COLONIES, SERVING AS INSTITUTIONS FOR
THE POOR TO LEARN TRADES AND EARN THEIR KEEP.

As AMERICA EXPANDED, THE GROWTH OF CITIES AND INDUSTRIALIZATION IN THE 19 TH CENTURY LED TO AN INCREASE IN
POVERTY AND HOMELESSNESS.

THEe Rise oF UrRBAN HOMELESSNESS

THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION BROUGHT SIGNIFICANT CHANGES:
- RURAL To URBAN MIGRATION: MANY PEOPLE MOVED TO CITIES IN SEARCH OF JOBS, LEADING TO OVERCROWNDING AND
INADEQUATE HOUSING.

- EconoMic CRrises: EVENTS SUCH AS THE PANIC oF 1837 RESULTED IN WIDESPREAD UNEMPLOYMENT AND HOMELESSNESS.

DURING THIS PERIOD, THE EMERGENCE OF “TRAMPS” AND “HOBOS” BECAME A NOTABLE PHENOMENON, AS MANY INDIVIDUALS
TRAVELED IN SEARCH OF WORK.

THE 20TH CeNTURY: THE GREAT DEPRESSION AND BEYOND

THe GReAT DepPReSSION OF THE 1930S MARKED A SIGNIFICANT TURNING POINT IN THE HISTORY OF HOMELESSNESS IN AMERICA.
THE ECONOMIC COLLAPSE LED TO UNPRECEDENTED LEVELS OF UNEMPLOYMENT AND POVERTY.

THe GReAT DePReSSION’S IMPACT

- RISING HOMELESSNESS: MILLIONS LOST THEIR JOBS AND HOMES, LEADING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF “HOOVERVILLES,”
MAKESHIFT SHANTYTOWNS NAMED MOCKINGLY AFTER PRESIDENT HOOVER.

- GOVERNMENT RESPONSE: THE NEw DEAL PROGRAMS INTRODUCED BY PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT AIMED TO PROVIDE
RELIEF AND EMPLOYMENT, BUT MANY STILL STRUGGLED TO FIND STABLE HOUSING.

THE POST-WAR ERA SAW A TEMPORARY DECLINE IN HOMELESSNESS DUE TO ECONOMIC GROWTH AND THE EXPANSION OF THE



MIDDLE CLASS. HO\X/EVER, THE SEEDS OF FUTURE HOMELESSNESS WERE SOWN THROUGH VARIOUS SYSTEMIC ISSUES.

SUBURBANIZATION AND ECONOMIC INEQUALITY

THe 1950s aND 1960s WERE CHARACTERIZED BY:

- SUBURBANIZATION: AS FAMILIES MOVED TO SUBURBS, URBAN AREAS FACED DISINVESTMENT AND DECAY.
- DEINSTITUTIONALIZATION: THE CLOSURE OF MENTAL HEALTH FACILITIES, BEGINNING IN THE 19605, LEFT MANY INDIVIDUALS
WITHOUT SUPPORT SYSTEMS, CONTRIBUTING TO HOMELESSNESS.



