hobbes vs locke worksheet answers

Hobbes vs Locke worksheet answers are essential for understanding two of the most influential
philosophers in political theory: Thomas Hobbes and John Locke. Their contrasting views on human
nature, the state of nature, and the social contract have shaped modern political thought and continue
to be a topic of discussion in academic circles. This article delves into their philosophies, provides

context for their ideas, and offers answers to common worksheet questions regarding their theories.

Understanding the Philosophers

Before diving into the worksheet answers, it is crucial to understand the backgrounds and central ideas

of Hobbes and Locke.

Thomas Hobbes

Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679) was an English philosopher best known for his political thought. His
most notable work, "Leviathan," published in 1651, presented a grim view of human nature. Here are

some key points about Hobbes's philosophy:

- Human Nature: Hobbes believed that humans are inherently selfish and brutish, driven by a desire
for self-preservation.

- State of Nature: He described the state of nature as a chaotic condition where life would be "solitary,
poor, nasty, brutish, and short." In this state, there are no laws or authority, leading to constant
conflict.

- Social Contract: To escape the chaos of the state of nature, individuals collectively agree to form a
social contract, surrendering their freedoms to a sovereign authority (the Leviathan) that would

maintain peace and security.



John Locke

John Locke (1632-1704), another English philosopher, had a vastly different perspective. His seminal
work, "Two Treatises of Government," published in 1689, laid the groundwork for modern democratic

thought. Key aspects of Locke's philosophy include:

- Human Nature: Locke viewed humans as rational beings capable of cooperation and morality. He
believed that humans are generally good and possess natural rights.

- State of Nature: Unlike Hobbes, Locke described the state of nature as a state of perfect freedom
and equality, where individuals are governed by natural law.

- Social Contract: Locke's social contract is based on the protection of individual rights—life, liberty, and
property. He argued that governments are legitimate only when they have the consent of the governed

and must protect these rights.

Comparative Analysis of Hobbes and Locke

To provide a comprehensive understanding of Hobbes and Locke, we can compare their views across

several dimensions:

1. View of Human Nature

- Hobbes: Pessimistic view; humans are self-interested and competitive.

- Locke: Optimistic view; humans are rational and capable of cooperation.

2. State of Nature

- Hobbes: A state of war; life is chaotic and dangerous.



- Locke: A state of peace and equality; governed by natural law.

3. Social Contract

- Hobbes: An agreement to surrender rights to a sovereign for security.

- Locke: An agreement to form a government that protects individual rights.

4. Government Authority

- Hobbes: Authority is absolute and must be obeyed to maintain order.

- Locke: Authority is conditional; it must protect rights or risk being overthrown.

Worksheet Answers

In an educational setting, students often engage with Hobbes and Locke through worksheets that pose

questions about their theories. Below are some common questions and their answers:

1. What are the main differences between Hobbes and Locke's views

on human nature?

- Answer: Hobbes viewed human beings as inherently selfish and prone to violence, necessitating a
strong, central authority to maintain order. In contrast, Locke believed humans are rational and capable

of cooperation, emphasizing the potential for goodness and morality.



2. How do Hobbes and Locke define the state of nature?

- Answer: Hobbes defined the state of nature as a chaotic environment characterized by constant
conflict and insecurity, while Locke described it as a state of equality and freedom governed by natural

law, where individuals have rights but may also face challenges from others.

3. What is the purpose of the social contract according to Hobbes and

Locke?

- Answer: For Hobbes, the social contract is a means to escape the anarchic state of nature by
establishing a powerful sovereign authority to ensure security. For Locke, the social contract is meant
to create a government that protects the natural rights of individuals (life, liberty, and property) and is

based on the consent of the governed.

4. What role does consent play in Locke's political theory?

- Answer: Consent is fundamental to Locke's political theory. He argued that legitimate government
must be based on the consent of the people it governs. If a government fails to protect the rights of its

citizens, those citizens have the right to revolt and establish a new government.

5. How do Hobbes and Locke view the right to rebellion?

- Answer: Hobbes believed that rebellion against the sovereign authority is unjustified, as it would lead
to a return to the chaos of the state of nature. Locke, however, argued that if a government fails to
protect the rights of the people, they have not only the right but also the duty to rebel and establish a

new government.



Conclusion

The contrasting philosophies of Hobbes and Locke have left an indelible mark on political theory and
continue to be relevant in modern discussions of governance and individual rights. Understanding their
differing views on human nature, the state of nature, and the social contract provides valuable insights
into the foundations of contemporary political thought. By engaging with worksheets focused on the
answers to questions about Hobbes and Locke, students can deepen their understanding and

appreciate the complexities of these philosophical giants.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main differences between Hobbes and Locke's views on
human nature?

Hobbes believed that humans are naturally selfish and brutish, requiring a strong central authority to
maintain order, while Locke viewed humans as rational and capable of cooperation, advocating for a

government that derives its power from the consent of the governed.

How do Hobbes and Locke differ in their views on the state of nature?

Hobbes described the state of nature as a state of war, where life is solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and
short, whereas Locke saw it as a generally peaceful and reasonable condition where individuals have

natural rights.

What is the social contract theory according to Hobbes and Locke?

Hobbes' social contract involves individuals ceding their rights to a sovereign for security and order,
while Locke's social contract emphasizes protecting natural rights and establishing a government

accountable to the people.



How does each philosopher justify the need for government?

Hobbes justifies government as necessary to avoid chaos and violence, while Locke argues that

government is needed to protect individual rights and property.

What are some implications of Hobbes' views for modern political
systems?

Hobbes' views can lead to support for authoritarian regimes, emphasizing strong centralized power to

prevent disorder and conflict.

How do Locke's ideas influence democratic governments today?

Locke's principles of consent, natural rights, and the right to revolt against unjust governments have

profoundly shaped democratic ideologies and constitutional frameworks.

What role does property play in Locke's philosophy?

For Locke, property is a natural right that stems from an individual's labor and investment in resources,

and it is a key reason for forming governments to protect such rights.

How did Hobbes and Locke view the right to revolt against
government?

Hobbes opposed the right to revolt, believing it would lead to chaos, while Locke supported it, arguing
that citizens have the right to overthrow a government that fails to protect their rights.

What historical context influenced Hobbes' and Locke's philosophies?

Hobbes was influenced by the English Civil War, which led him to fear disorder, while Locke was

impacted by the Glorious Revolution, which encouraged his ideas about governance and rights.



In what ways do Hobbes and Locke's views reflect their perspectives
on authority?

Hobbes favored absolute authority to maintain peace, while Locke advocated for limited government

power that respects the rights and freedoms of individuals.
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