
hotel rwanda answer key
hotel rwanda answer key: The pursuit of understanding the profound historical and ethical
dimensions of the Rwandan genocide often leads students and educators to seek comprehensive
resources. This article delves into the critical aspects of "Hotel Rwanda," a powerful film that serves
as a poignant lens through which to examine the events of 1994. We will explore the key characters,
the historical context, the ethical dilemmas presented, and the significant lessons that can be gleaned
from this cinematic portrayal, offering insights valuable for academic study, discussion, and personal
reflection. Understanding the nuances of the film's narrative is paramount for anyone grappling with
the complexities of genocide, human resilience, and the role of individuals in times of crisis.
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Understanding the Film's Context

To fully appreciate "Hotel Rwanda," it is crucial to grasp the historical backdrop against which the
narrative unfolds. The film depicts the 1994 Rwandan genocide, a period of horrific violence that saw
an estimated 800,000 to 1,000,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus systematically murdered by Hutu
extremists in just 100 days. The conflict was fueled by deep-seated ethnic tensions, political
instability, and the aftermath of colonial rule, which had exacerbated divisions between the Hutu and
Tutsi populations. The film focuses on the experiences of Paul Rusesabagina, a Hutu hotel manager,
who housed over a thousand refugees in his hotel, Hôtel des Mille Collines, saving them from the
genocidal militias.

The international community's response, or lack thereof, is another critical contextual element. "Hotel
Rwanda" starkly illustrates the failure of global powers to intervene effectively, despite widespread
knowledge of the unfolding atrocities. The United Nations peacekeeping force present in Rwanda,
UNAMIR, was underfunded and lacked the mandate to intervene decisively. This inaction serves as a
somber reminder of the complexities and often tragic consequences of international political
dynamics during humanitarian crises. The film doesn't shy away from depicting the fear, desperation,
and moral compromises that defined this period.

Key Characters and Their Roles

The effectiveness of "Hotel Rwanda" as a teaching tool is largely due to its compelling character
portrayals. At the center is Paul Rusesabagina, a man who, through his ingenuity and courage,
transformed a luxury hotel into a sanctuary. His transformation from a pragmatic businessman
navigating a corrupt system to a heroic figure who risks everything for others is a central arc of the



film. Rusesabagina's actions represent an extraordinary act of defiance against overwhelming evil,
highlighting the potential for individual heroism in the face of immense adversity.

Other significant characters include Tatiana Rusesabagina, Paul's Tutsi wife, whose safety and that of
her family become Paul's primary motivation. Her resilience and the constant threat she faces
underscore the personal stakes involved. General Roméo Dallaire, the Canadian commander of
UNAMIR, is depicted grappling with the limitations of his mission and the agonizing decisions he is
forced to make. His character embodies the frustration and moral anguish of those who witnessed the
genocide and were powerless to stop it due to political constraints.

The antagonists, such as the radio propagandist Georges Rutaganda, represent the chilling face of
extremist ideology and the systematic dehumanization that enabled mass murder. Their characters
are crucial in illustrating the deliberate nature of the genocide and the propaganda used to incite
violence. The film also features Tutsi refugees, whose fear and suffering are palpable, serving as a
constant reminder of the human cost of the conflict.

Historical Accuracy and Artistic License

When discussing "Hotel Rwanda answer key" in an academic or discussion setting, it's vital to address
the film's relationship with historical accuracy. While "Hotel Rwanda" is lauded for bringing attention
to the genocide and Paul Rusesabagina's actions, it is a dramatic interpretation, not a documentary.
Filmmakers often take artistic liberties to enhance narrative impact, streamline complex events, and
create relatable characters. For instance, the film compresses certain timelines and some events are
dramatized for cinematic effect.

The film’s portrayal of Paul Rusesabagina’s heroism has also been a subject of debate. While he is
widely credited with saving lives, some accounts suggest that the number of people he saved and the
extent of his direct negotiations with perpetrators might be amplified in the film. It is important for
viewers and students to understand that while the film captures the spirit of the events and the
immense suffering, specific details may have been altered for narrative purposes. Critical
engagement with the film involves comparing its depiction with historical accounts and scholarly
research on the Rwandan genocide.

Despite these considerations, "Hotel Rwanda" remains a powerful and accessible entry point into
understanding the genocide. It effectively conveys the urgency, the terror, and the moral imperative
to act that defined the period. Educators often use it to spark conversations about historical
interpretation, the responsibility of media in representing trauma, and the importance of
remembering such events.

Ethical and Moral Questions Explored

The "Hotel Rwanda answer key" often revolves around the profound ethical and moral questions the
film raises. One of the most prominent is the concept of altruism versus self-preservation. Paul
Rusesabagina repeatedly risks his own life and the lives of his family to protect strangers. This



challenges viewers to consider what they would do in similar circumstances and the moral obligations
individuals have when faced with systemic violence.

The film also delves into the complexities of complicity and inaction. The international community's
failure to intervene, particularly the role of the UN and Western powers, highlights the difficult ethical
questions surrounding humanitarian intervention, national interests, and the definition of genocide.
The film forces a confrontation with the uncomfortable truth that, at times, the world watches as
atrocities unfold. The characters within Rwanda, both Hutu and Tutsi, also face dilemmas: when to
flee, when to hide, when to fight, and who to trust.

Furthermore, "Hotel Rwanda" explores the nature of humanity in its darkest hour. It shows both the
capacity for incredible cruelty and the enduring capacity for compassion and courage. The film
prompts discussions about the roots of hatred, the power of propaganda, and the importance of inter-
ethnic dialogue and reconciliation, even in the most dire of situations. The struggle to maintain dignity
and humanity in the face of dehumanizing violence is a recurring theme.

Lessons from Hotel Rwanda

The enduring value of "Hotel Rwanda" as a study aid lies in the crucial lessons it imparts. Primarily, it
serves as a stark reminder of the dangers of unchecked ethnic hatred and the devastating
consequences of political manipulation and propaganda. The film underscores the necessity of
vigilance against ideologies that dehumanize entire groups of people, emphasizing that silence in the
face of injustice is a form of complicity.

Another significant lesson is the power of individual action. Paul Rusesabagina's story, despite its
cinematic embellishments, highlights that even one person can make a monumental difference. His
courage in sheltering refugees, bribing soldiers, and negotiating with the perpetrators demonstrates
that humanity can prevail even in the most inhumane circumstances. This offers a message of hope
and agency, suggesting that individuals are not always powerless against overwhelming forces.

The film also teaches about the critical importance of remembrance and education. By bringing the
Rwandan genocide to a global audience, "Hotel Rwanda" ensures that the tragedy is not forgotten. It
compels viewers to learn from history, to understand the mechanisms of genocide, and to advocate
for prevention. The lessons learned are not just about Rwanda, but about the universal human
capacity for both immense evil and extraordinary good, and the responsibility we all share to prevent
such atrocities from recurring.

Impact and Legacy of the Film

"Hotel Rwanda" has had a profound impact on global awareness of the Rwandan genocide. Its release
in 2004 brought the story of Paul Rusesabagina and the horrors of 1994 to millions worldwide who
may have had limited prior knowledge of the events. The film’s critical acclaim and numerous awards,
including Oscar nominations, amplified its reach and its ability to foster discussion and encourage
further research into the genocide.



The legacy of "Hotel Rwanda" is multifaceted. It has become a frequently referenced text in sociology,
history, political science, and ethics courses. For many students and educators, the film serves as an
essential starting point for understanding the complexities of genocide, the challenges of
humanitarian intervention, and the resilience of the human spirit. It continues to be a catalyst for
dialogues about responsibility, memory, and the prevention of future atrocities. The film’s narrative
encourages a deeper examination of how such events can be prevented through international
cooperation, early warning systems, and a commitment to human rights.

Frequently Asked Questions about Hotel Rwanda
Answer Key

Q: What is the main purpose of discussing the "Hotel Rwanda
answer key"?
A: The main purpose of discussing the "Hotel Rwanda answer key" is to provide a comprehensive
understanding of the film's historical context, character analyses, ethical themes, and educational
significance for students, educators, and anyone seeking to learn about the Rwandan genocide
through this powerful cinematic lens.

Q: How does "Hotel Rwanda" depict the role of the United
Nations during the genocide?
A: "Hotel Rwanda" depicts the United Nations peacekeeping force, UNAMIR, as underfunded,
undermanned, and lacking the mandate to effectively intervene and prevent the genocide. It
highlights the frustration and powerlessness of its commander, General Roméo Dallaire, due to
international political inaction.

Q: What are the key ethical dilemmas presented by Paul
Rusesabagina's actions in the film?
A: Key ethical dilemmas include the conflict between self-preservation and altruism, the moral
responsibility of individuals in the face of mass violence, and the complexities of making compromises
and difficult choices when lives are at stake.

Q: Is "Hotel Rwanda" historically accurate in its portrayal of
events?
A: While "Hotel Rwanda" captures the spirit and urgency of the genocide and Paul Rusesabagina's
heroism, it is a dramatic interpretation and not a documentary. Some events are dramatized or
compressed for narrative effect, and certain details of Rusesabagina's actions have been subject to
debate.



Q: What lessons about preventing future genocides can be
learned from "Hotel Rwanda"?
A: The film emphasizes the dangers of ethnic hatred, the importance of vigilance against propaganda,
the necessity of international intervention, and the critical role of remembrance and education in
preventing future atrocities.

Q: How has "Hotel Rwanda" contributed to global awareness
of the Rwandan genocide?
A: The film has significantly raised global awareness by bringing the story of the genocide and Paul
Rusesabagina's efforts to a vast international audience, prompting discussions and encouraging
further study of this historical event.
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