HOTEL RWANDA QUESTIONS ANSWER KEY

HOTEL RWANDA QUESTIONS ANSWER KEY SERVES AS A CRUCIAL RESOURCE FOR UNDERSTANDING THE PROFOUND HISTORICAL
EVENTS DEPICTED IN THE FILM “HOTEL RWANDA.” THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE DELVES INTO THE CRITICAL QUESTIONS THAT
ARISE FROM THE MOVIE, OFFERING DETAILED ANSWERS AND CONTEXT. W/E WILL EXPLORE THE HISTORICAL ACCURACY, THE REAL~-
LIFE INDIVIDUALS PORTRAYED, THE LOGISTICAL CHALLENGES FACED DURING THE RWANDAN GENOCIDE, AND THE FILM'S IMPACT ON
GLOBAL AWARENESS. THIS ARTICLE AIMS TO PROVIDE A THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING OF THE EVENTS AND CHARACTERS,
ADDRESSING COMMON QUERIES AND OFFERING INSIGHTFUL PERSPECTIVES ON THIS PIVOTAL PERIOD IN HISTORY.
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UNDERSTANDING THE HisTORICAL CONTEXT OF HOTEL RWANDA

THE FILM “HOTEL RWANDA" IS SET AGAINST THE BACKDROP OF THE RWANDAN GENOCIDE, A HORRIFIC PERIOD OF MASS
SLAUGHTER THAT TOOK PLACE IN RWANDA IN 1994, THIS BRUTAL CONFLICT, PRIMARILY BETWEEN THE HUTU AND TUTSI
ETHNIC GROUPS, RESULTED IN THE DEATHS OF AN ESTIMATED 800,000 TO 1 MILLION PEOPLE WITHIN A SPAN OF
APPROXIMATELY 100 DAYS. THE GENOCIDE WAS METICULOUSLY PLANNED AND EXECUTED BY EXTREMIST ELEMENTS WITHIN THE
HUTU GOVERNMENT AND MILITARY, TARGETING THE TUTSI MINORITY AND MODERATE HUTUS WHO OPPOSED THE VIOLENCE.

THE ROOTS OF THE CONFLICT ARE COMPLEX AND STRETCH BACK TO BELGIAN COLONIAL RULE, WHICH EXACERBATED ETHNIC
DIVISIONS BY FAVORING THE TUTSI MINORITY. AFTER INDEPENDENCE, POWER SHIFTED TO THE HUTU MAJORITY, LEADING TO A
CYCLE OF DISCRIMINATION AND RETALIATORY VIOLENCE. THE ASSASSINATION OF R\WANDAN PRESIDENT JUV[?] NAL HABYARIMANA
IN APRIL 1994 SERVED AS THE IMMEDIATE TRIGGER FOR THE GENOCIDE, IGNITING WIDESPREAD KILLINGS ORGANIZED BY MILITIAS
SUCH AS THE INTERAHAMWE.

Key FIGURES AND THEIR REAL-LIFE COUNTERPARTS

THE FILM "HOTEL RWANDA" CENTERS ON THE EXTRAORDINARY ACTIONS OF PAUL RUSESABAGINA, THE HOTEL MANAGER WHO
SHELTERED OVER A THOUSAND REFUGEES AT THE H[?] TEL DES MILLE COLLINES. RUSESABAGINA, A HUTU MARRIED TO A TUTSI
WOMAN, TATJANA, BECAME A SYMBOL OF COURAGE AND RESILIENCE DURING THE GENOCIDE.

PAUL RUSESABAGINA'S ROLE AND ACTIONS

PAUL RUSESABAGINA’S HEROISM LIES IN HIS ABILITY TO LEVERAGE HIS CONNECTIONS AND HIS POSITION AS A HOTEL MANAGER
TO PROTECT LIVES. HE USED HIS DIPLOMATIC SKILLS AND BRIBES TO APPEASE HUTU MILITARY OFFICERS AND INTERAHAMWE
MILITIAS, ULTIMATELY SAVING THE LIVES OF EVERYONE UNDER HIS PROTECTION WITHIN THE HOTEL. His EFFORTS WERE NOT
DRIVEN BY ETHNIC SOLIDARITY BUT BY A PROFOUND HUMANITARIAN IMPULSE TO SAVE INNOCENT LIVES FROM A BRUTAL FATE.

TATJANA RUSESABAGINA AND THE TUTSI EXPERIENCE

TATJANA RUSESABAGINA/ PauL’s WIFE, REPRESENTS THE TUTSI COMMUNITY DIRECTLY TARGETED BY THE GENOCIDE. HER
PRESENCE IN THE FILM HIGHLIGHTS THE PERSONAL STAKES OF THE CONFLICT AND THE VULNERABILITY OF TUTSISI INCLUDING
\WOMEN AND CHILDREN, WHO WERE SYSTEMATICALLY HUNTED AND MURDERED. Her SURVIVAL, ALONGSIDE THEIR CHILDREN AND
MANY OTHERS, IS A TESTAMENT TO PAUL’S BRAVERY AND RESOURCEFULNESS.



GeNerRAL RoMPP] o DALLAIRE AND UNAMIR

GENERAL RoMP] o DALLAIRE WAS THE FOrRCE COMMANDER OF THE UNITED NATIONS ASSISTANCE MISSION FOR RW ANDA
(UNAMIR). THE FILM DEPICTS HIS FRUSTRATION AND HELPLESSNESS AS THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL REFUSED TO GRANT HIM THE
MANDATE OR RESOURCES TO INTERVENE EFFECTIVELY AND PREVENT THE GENOCIDE. DALLAIRE FAMOUSLY SENT DESPERATE CABLES
To UN HEADQUARTERS DETAILING THE IMPENDING MASSACRE, BUT HIS PLEAS LARGELY WENT UNHEEDED, A STARK INDICTMENT OF
INTERNATIONAL INACTION.

THE HUTU EXTREMISTS

THE FILM ALSO PORTRAYS THE MENACING PRESENCE OF HUTU EXTREMISTS, INCLUDING ELEMENTS OF THE RWANDAN ARMED
FORCES AND THE INTERAHAMWE MILITIA. THESE FIGURES EMBODY THE IDEOLOGY AND BRUTALITY OF THE GENOCIDE, CARRYING
OUT SYSTEMATIC KILLINGS AND INTIMIDATION. W/ HILE SPECIFIC INDIVIDUALS ARE DRAMATIZED, THEIR ACTIONS REPRESENT THE
BROADER MACHINERY OF DEATH THAT CHARACTERIZED THE GENOCIDE.

THe MecHANICS ofF GENOCIDE AND HOTEL RwWANDA's RoLE

THE FILM “"HOTEL RWANDA” OFFERS A STARK AND OFTEN HARROWING DEPICTION OF HOW THE GENOCIDE UNFOLDED ON THE
GROUND. |T ILLUSTRATES THE SYSTEMATIC NATURE OF THE KILLINGS, THE USE OF PROPAGANDA, AND THE PERVASIVE FEAR THAT
GRIPPED THE NATION.

THE USe oF PROPAGANDA AND INCITEMENT

EXTREMIST HUTU MEDIA, PARTICULARLY RADIO TP L[| VisIoN LIBRe DES MILLE COLLINES (RTI_M), PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE
IN INCITING HATRED AND COORDINATING KILLINGS. THE FILM SHOWS HOW THIS PROPAGANDA MACHINE DEHUMANIZED TUTSIS,
REFERRING TO THEM AS “COCKROACHES” AND URGING HUTUS TO EXTERMINATE THEM. THIS CONSTANT BARRAGE OF HATE SPEECH
CREATED A CLIMATE OF TERROR AND NORMALIZED VIOLENCE.

THe RoLE oF THE INTERAHAMWE MILITIA

THe |NTERAHAM\X/E/ A HUTU PARAMILITARY GROUP, WERE THE PRIMARY PERPETRATORS OF THE GENOCIDE. ARMED WITH
MACHETES, CLUBS, AND FIREARMS, THEY MOVED FROM VILLAGE TO VILLAGE, SLAUGHTERING TUTSIS WITH BRUTAL EFFICIENCY.
THE FILM PORTRAYS THEIR VIOLENCE AND THE FEAR THEY INSTILLED, HIGHLIGHTING THE DIRECT HUMAN COST OF THE GENOCIDE.

THe HP] TeL pes MiLLE COLLINES AS A SANCTUARY

Tre HP] TeL DES MiLLE COLLINES, MANAGED BY PAUL RUSESABAGINA, BECAME AN UNLIKELY SANCTUARY FOR OVER 1,200
PEOPLE. THE HOTEL'S CENTRAL LOCATION AND RUSESABAGINA'S STRATEGIC USE OF COMMUNICATION AND NEGOTIATION
ALLOWED HIM TO KEEP THE MILITIA AT BAY AND PROTECT THOSE SEEKING REFUGE. THE FILM VIVIDLY PORTRAYS THE TENSE DAYS
AND NIGHTS SPENT WITHIN THE HOTEL, AS OCCUPANTS FEARED DISCOVERY AND DEATH.

INTERNATIONAL INACTION AND UNAMIR's LIMITATIONS

A CRITICAL ASPECT OF THE FILM IS ITS PORTRAYAL OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY'S FAILURE TO INTERVENE. UNAM|R, A
PEACEKEEPING FORCE, WAS PRESENT IN RWANDA BUT LACKED THE MANDATE AND THE WILL FROM THE UN SecUrRITY COUNCIL TO
STOP THE GENOCIDE. THE FILM HIGHLIGHTS THE TRAGIC CONSEQUENCES OF THIS INACTION, SHOWING THE UN PEACEKEEPERS
OBSERVING THE ATROCITIES WITHOUT THE AUTHORITY TO ACT DECISIVELY.



ConTroVersIes AND CRITICISMS OF “HoTeL RwANDA”

WHILE “HoTEL RWANDA” IS WIDELY PRAISED FOR BRINGING ATTENTION TO THE GENOCIDE, IT HAS ALSO FACED CRITICISM
REGARDING HISTORICAL ACCURACY AND THE PORTRAYAL OF CERTAIN EVENTS AND INDIVIDUALS.

THe “ONe MAN HeroO” NARRATIVE

ONE OF THE MAIN CRITICISMS LEVELED AGAINST THE FILM IS THAT IT MIGHT OVEREMPHASIZE THE ROLE OF PAUL RUSESABAGINA
AS THE SOLE HERO, POTENTIALLY DOWNPLAYING THE COLLECTIVE EFFORTS OF OTHER INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS THAT
WORKED TO SAVE LIVES DURING THE GENOCIDE. CRITICS ARGUE THAT THE FILM SIMPLIFIES A COMPLEX HISTORICAL EVENT INTO A
MORE ACCESSIBLE, ALBEIT DRAMATIC, NARRATIVE.

ACCURACY OF SPECIFIC SCENES

SOME HISTORIANS AND SURVIVORS HAVE QUESTIONED THE ACCURACY OF CERTAIN DRAMATIC LIBERTIES TAKEN BY THE
FILMMAKERS. FOR INSTANCE, THE DEPICTION OF A DIRECT CONFRONTATION BET\WEEN RUSESABAGINA AND GENERAL DALLAIRE IN
THE FILM, WHERE RUSESABAGINA ALLEGEDLY THREATENED TO SPILL THE BODIES OF DEAD TUTSIS INTO THE HOTEL POOL, HAS
BEEN DISPUTED BY DALLAIRE HIMSELF AS AN INVENTION FOR DRAMATIC EFFECT.

UNDERPLAYING THE RoLE oF THE RPF

ANOTHER POINT OF CONTENTION IS THE FILM'S PERCEIVED UNDEREMPHASIS ON THE ROLE OF THE RWANDAN PATRIOTIC FRONT
(RPF) IN EVENTUALLY ENDING THE GENOCIDE. THE RPF’S MILITARY OFFENSIVE PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN DEFEATING THE
GENOCIDAL REGIME AND HALTING THE KILLINGS. SOME CRITICS FEEL THE FILM FOCUSES TOO NARROWLY ON THE EVENTS AT THE
HOTEL WITHOUT FULLY CONTEXTUALIZING THE RPF’S CONTRIBUTION.

THe LEGACY AND IMPACT oF “"HoTeL RwANDA”

“HoTeL RWANDA" HAS HAD A PROFOUND IMPACT ON GLOBAL AWARENESS OF THE RWANDAN GENOCIDE. IT SERVED AS A
CRITICAL EDUCATIONAL TOOL, BRINGING THE HORRORS OF THE EVENT TO A WIDER AUDIENCE THAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN UNA\W ARE
OR INDIFFERENT.

RAISING GLoBAL CONSCIOUSNESS

THE FILM'S WIDESPREAD RELEASE AND CRITICAL ACCLAIM HELPED TO SHED LIGHT ON A GENOCIDE THAT HAD LARGELY BEEN
IGNORED BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY AT THE TIME. [T SPARKED CONVERSATIONS, INSPIRED FURTHER RESEARCH, AND
CONTRIBUTED TO A GREATER UNDERSTANDING OF THE COMPLEXITIES AND TRAGEDIES OF THE R\WANDAN GENOCIDE.

INSPIRING HUMANITARIAN ACTION

BY SHOWCASING THE POWER OF INDIVIDUAL COURAGE AND RESILIENCE IN THE FACE OF UNIMAGINABLE ADVERSITY, “HoTeL
RWANDA" HAS INSPIRED MANY TO ENGAGE IN HUMANITARIAN EFFORTS. THE STORY OF PAUL RUSESABAGINA'S BRAVERY HAS
BECOME A SYMBOL OF HOPE AND A REMINDER THAT EVEN IN THE DARKEST OF TIMES, INDIVIDUALS CAN MAKE A SIGNIFICANT
DIFFERENCE.

MEMORIALIZATION AND REMEMBRANCE

THE FILM PLAYS A VITAL ROLE IN THE ONGOING PROCESS OF MEMORIALIZATION AND REMEMBRANCE FOR THE VICTIMS OF THE



R\WANDAN GENOCIDE. |IT PROVIDES A VISUAL AND EMOTIONAL ENTRY POINT FOR PEOPLE TO LEARN ABOUT THE HISTORY,
FOSTERING EMPATHY AND A COMMITMENT TO ENSURING THAT SUCH ATROCITIES ARE NEVER REPEATED.

THE QUESTIONS SURROUNDING “HoTeL RwANDA" ARE MULTIFACETED, TOUCHING ON HISTORY, ETHICS, AND FILMMAKING.
UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT, THE REAL INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED, AND THE FILM'S SUBSEQUENT IMPACT IS
ESSENTIAL FOR A COMPLETE APPRECIATION OF ITS SIGNIFICANCE. THE FILM, WHILE A DRAMATIZATION, SERVES AS A POWERFUL
REMINDER OF THE HUMAN CAPACITY FOR BOTH EXTREME CRUELTY AND EXTRAORDINARY COMPASSION.

THE NARRATIVE OF “HOTEL RWANDA" CONTINUES TO PROMPT DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE RESPONSIBILITY OF GOVERNMENTS,
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS IN PREVENTING MASS ATROCITIES. EXAMINING THE FILM THROUGH THE LENS OF
ITS HISTORICAL BACKDROP AND THE QUESTIONS IT RAISES ALLOWS FOR A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF THE R\WANDAN GENOCIDE
AND ITS ENDURING LESSONS.

THE ENDURING RELEVANCE OF “HOTEL RWANDA” LIES IN ITS ABILITY TO HUMANIZE A HORRIFIC HISTORICAL EVENT. BY FOCUSING
ON THE PERSONAL STORIES OF SURVIVAL AND SACRIFICE, THE FILM MAKES THE ABSTRACT CONCEPT OF GENOCIDE TANGIBLE AND
DEEPLY AFFECTING. THE HOTEL RWANDA QUESTIONS ANSWER KEY PROVIDED HERE AIMS TO ILLUMINATE THESE ASPECTS AND
PROVIDE A SOLID FOUNDATION FOR FURTHER EXPLORATION AND UNDERSTANDING.

THE FILM'S SUCCESS IN BRINGING THE R\WANDAN GENOCIDE TO GLOBAL ATTENTION CANNOT BE UNDERSTATED. |T ACTED AS A
CATALYST FOR DIALOGUE AND REFLECTION, ENCOURAGING A CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF WHY THE WORLD STOOD BY AND
ALLOWED SUCH DEVASTATION TO UNFOLD. THIS EXAMINATION CONTINUES, FUELED BY THE POWERFUL NARRATIVE PRESENTED IN
“HoTeL RwANDA.”

IN CONCLUSION, THE “HOTEL RWANDA QUESTIONS ANSWER Key” IS NOT JUST ABOUT A MOVIE, IT IS ABOUT CONFRONTING A
DARK CHAPTER IN HUMAN HISTORY AND DRAWING CRUCIAL LESSONS FROM IT. THE BRAVERY OF INDIVIDUALS LIKE PAUL
RUSESABAGINA, CONTRASTED WITH THE FAILURES OF GLOBAL LEADERSHIP, OFFERS A COMPLEX BUT VITAL PERSPECTIVE ON THE
NATURE OF CONFLICT AND THE IMPORTANCE OF HUMAN DIGNITY.

FAQ

Q: WAS PAUL RUSESABAGINA REALLY A HERO WHO SAVED OVER A THOUSAND LIVES?

A: YES, PAUL RUSESABAGINA, THE MANAGER OF THE H[?] TEL DES MILLE COLLINES, IS WIDELY CREDITED WITH SAVING THE LIVES
ofF ovErR 1,200 TuTsI AND MODERATE HUTU REFUGEES DURING THE R\WANDAN GENOCIDE. HE USED HIS INFLUENCE,
CONNECTIONS, AND FINANCIAL RESOURCES TO PROTECT THEM WITHIN THE HOTEL.

Q: How ACCURATE IS THE MOVIE “HOTEL RWANDA” TO THE ACTUAL EVENTS?

A: "HoTeL RWANDA” IS A DRAMATIZED HISTORICAL FILM, MEANING IT TAKES CREATIVE LIBERTIES FOR NARRATIVE EFFECT. W/HILE
THE CORE EVENTS AND PAUL RUSESABAGINA'S ACTIONS ARE BASED ON REALITY, SOME SCENES AND CHARACTER INTERACTIONS
HAVE BEEN EMBELLISHED OR ALTERED FOR DRAMATIC PURPOSES. HISTORIANS GENERALLY AGREE THAT THE FILM CAPTURES THE
SPIRIT AND HORROR OF THE GENOCIDE BUT IS NOT A PERFECTLY FACTUAL DOCUMENTARY.

Q: WHAT WAS THE PRIMARY CAUSE OF THE RWANDAN GENOCIDE?

A: THE RWANDAN GENOCIDE WAS A COMPLEX EVENT WITH DEEP HISTORICAL ROOTS, BUT THE IMMEDIATE TRIGGER WAS THE
ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JUV[P] NAL HABYARIMANA IN APRIL 1994, THIS EVENT WAS EXPLOITED BY HUTU EXTREMIST
FACTIONS TO LAUNCH A PRE-PLANNED CAMPAIGN OF EXTERMINATION AGAINST THE TUTSI MINORITY AND MODERATE HUTUS.
UNDERLYING CAUSES INCLUDED LONG-STANDING ETHNIC TENSIONS EXACERBATED BY COLONIAL POLICIES AND POLITICAL POWER
STRUGGLES.



Q: WHAT RoLE DID THE UNITED NATIONS PLAY DURING THE GENOCIDE?

A: THe UNITED NATIONS ASSISTANCE Mission ForR RwANDA (UNAMIR), LeD BY GENERAL ROME] © DALLAIRE, WAS PRESENT IN
RWANDA DURING THE GENOCIDE. HOwWEVER, UNAMIR WAS SEVERELY UNDERSTAFFED, UNDER-EQUIPPED, AND LACKED THE
MANDATE TO INTERVENE AND PREVENT THE KILLINGS. THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL'S REFUSAL TO AUTHORIZE STRONGER ACTION

IS WIDELY SEEN AS A SIGNIFICANT FAILURE OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY.

Q: WHO WERE THE INTERAHAMWE?

A: THE INTERAHAMWE WERE A HUTU PARAMILITARY ORGANIZATION THAT PLAYED A CENTRAL ROLE IN CARRYING OUT THE
R\WANDAN GENOCIDE. THEY WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE VAST MAJORITY OF KILLINGS, OFTEN USING MACHETES AND OTHER
BRUTAL WEAPONS TO MURDER TUTSIS AND MODERATE HUTUS.

Q: Dip PAUL RUSESABAGINA FACE ANY REPERCUSSIONS AFTER THE GENOCIDE?

A: YES, PAUL RUSESABAGINA HAS FACED SIGNIFICANT LEGAL AND POLITICAL CHALLENGES SINCE THE GENOCIDE. IN 2020, HE
WAS ARRESTED IN RWANDA AND SUBSEQUENTLY CONVICTED OF TERRORISM-RELATED CHARGES, WHICH HE AND HIS SUPPORTERS
MAINTAIN ARE POLITICALLY MOTIVATED.

Q: WHAT 1s THE HP| TEeL DES MiLLE COLLINES NOW?

A: THe H[?] TeL pes MiLLE COLLINES IN KIGALI, RWANDA, STILL OPERATES AS A HOTEL. |T HAS BEEN RE-BRANDED AND IS NO
LONGER DIRECTLY ASSOCIATED WITH ITS PAST AS A REFUGE DURING THE GENOCIDE. HOWEVER, IT REMAINS A SITE OF
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE.

Q: How pip “HOTEL RWANDA" CONTRIBUTE TO UNDERSTANDING THE GENOCIDEP

A: "HOoTEL RWANDA” SIGNIFICANTLY RAISED GLOBAL AWARENESS ABOUT THE RWANDAN GENOCIDE, BRINGING THE HORRIFIC
EVENTS TO A WIDE INTERNATIONAL AUDIENCE. |T HUMANIZED THE TRAGEDY BY FOCUSING ON INDIVIDUAL STORIES OF SURVIVAL
AND COURAGE, PROMPTING DISCUSSIONS AND INSPIRING FURTHER RESEARCH AND HUMANITARIAN ACTION.
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