HOTEL RWANDA WORKSHEET ANSWERS

HOTEL RWANDA WORKSHEET ANSWERS ARE A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR STUDENTS AND EDUCATORS SEEKING TO DEEPLY
UNDERSTAND THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT, THEMES, AND CHARACTERS OF THE FILM. THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE AIMS TO PROVIDE
DETAILED INSIGHTS AND DISCUSSION POINTS THAT ALIGN WITH COMMON WORKSHEET PROMPTS. BY EXPLORING THE FILM'S
PORTRAYAL OF THE RWANDAN GENOCIDE, THE ROLE OF PAUL RUSESABAGINA, AND THE ETHICAL DILEMMAS FACED BY
INDIVIDUALS DURING SUCH A CRISIS, WE CAN FOSTER A MORE PROFOUND APPRECIATION FOR THIS CRITICAL HISTORICAL EVENT
AND ITS CINEMATIC DEPICTION. THIS ARTICLE WILL DELVE INTO CHARACTER ANALYSIS, THEMATIC EXPLORATION, HISTORICAL
ACCURACY, AND THE LASTING IMPACT OF THE FILM, ALL DESIGNED TO ENRICH THE LEARNING EXPERIENCE ASSOCIATED WITH
HoTEL RWANDA WORKSHEETS.
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UNDERSTANDING THE HisTORICAL CONTEXT OF HOTEL RWANDA

To EFFECTIVELY ANSWER QUESTIONS RELATED TO HOTEL RWANDA, A SOLID UNDERSTANDING OF THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT IS
PARAMOUNT. THE FILM IS SET AGAINST THE BACKDROP OF THE 1994 RWANDAN GENOCIDE, A PERIOD OF INTENSE ETHNIC
VIOLENCE PRIMARILY TARGETING THE TUTSI MINORITY BY HUTU EXTREMISTS. UNDERSTANDING THE DEEP-SEATED ETHNIC
TENSIONS BETWEEN THE HUTU AND TUTSI POPULATIONS, EXACERBATED BY COLONIAL POLICIES AND POLITICAL MANIPULATION,
IS CRUCIAL. THE ASSASSINATION OF HUTU PRESIDENT JUV[P] NAL HABYARIMANA ON APRIL 6, 1994, SERVED AS THE IMMEDIATE
TRIGGER FOR THE GENOCIDE, UNLEASHING WIDESPREAD AND SYSTEMATIC SLAUGHTER THAT LASTED APPROXIMATELY 100 DAYS.

KEY HISTORICAL ELEMENTS TO CONSIDER INCLUDE THE ROLE OF THE UNITED NATIONS ASSISTANCE MISSION FOR RWANDA
(UNAMIR) AND ITS COMMANDER, ROME] © DALLAIRE, WHOSE EFFORTS TO INTERVENE WERE SEVERELY HAMPERED BY
INTERNATIONAL INACTION AND A LACK OF RESOURCES. THE FILM’S NARRATIVE OFTEN HIGHLIGHTS THE STARK CONTRAST
BETWEEN THE HORRIFIC REALITIES ON THE GROUND AND THE PERCEIVED INDIFFERENCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY.
UNDERSTANDING THE MOTIVATIONS OF THE G[?] NOCIDAIRES, THE PROPAGANDA DISSEMINATED, AND THE SHEER SCALE OF THE
VIOLENCE—ESTIMATED TO HAVE CLAIMED BETWEEN 800,000 AND 1 MILLION LIVES—PROVIDES ESSENTIAL CONTEXT FOR
COMPREHENDING THE FILM'S DRAMATIC AND EMOTIONAL WEIGHT.

CHARACTER ANALYSIS: KEY FIGURES AND THEIR ROLES

PAuL RUSeSABAGINA: THE PROTAGONIST

PAuL RUSESABAGINA, THE HOTEL MANAGER AND CENTRAL FIGURE OF THE FILM, IS OFTEN THE FOCAL POINT OF \WORKSHEET
QUESTIONS. HiS CHARACTER EMBODIES RESILIENCE, RESOURCEFULNESS, AND PROFOUND COURAGE. INITIALLY A HUTU WHO
BENEFITS FROM HIS CONNECTIONS WITHIN THE HUTU ELITE, PAUL EVOLVES SIGNIFICANTLY AS THE GENOCIDE UNFOLDS. His
PRIMARY MOTIVATION SHIFTS FROM SELF-PRESERVATION TO THE PROTECTION OF ALL THOSE WHO SEEK REFUGE IN THE HOTEL
DES MILLE COLLINES. HIS DIPLOMATIC SKILLS, BRIBERY, AND SHEER DETERMINATION ARE INSTRUMENTAL IN SAVING OVER 1,200
LIVES.

X/ ORKSHEET ANSWERS OFTEN EXPLORE PAUL’S INTERNAL CONFLICTS, HIS MORAL COMPROMISES (SUCH AS BRIBING INTERAHAMWE



LEADERS)I AND HIS ULTIMATE COMMITMENT TO HUMANITARIANISM DESPITE IMMENSE PERSONAL RISK. HIS ACTIONS DEMONSTRATE
THAT ORDINARY INDIVIDUALS CAN MAKE EXTRAORDINARY CHOICES IN THE FACE OF UNIMAGINABLE ATROCITY. ANALYZING HIS
LEADERSHIP STYLE AND HIS ABILITY TO LEVERAGE HIS POSITION AND INFLUENCE TO PROTECT VULNERABLE PEOPLE IS A COMMON
EXERCISE.

TATIANA RUSESABAGINA; THE STEADFAST W IFE

TATIANA RUSESABAGINA/ PauL’'s WIFE, PLAYS A CRITICAL ROLE AS THE EMOTIONAL ANCHOR OF THE FAMILY AND A SYMBOL OF
HOPE AND COMPASSION. HER TUTSI HERITAGE MAKES HER AND HER FAMILY PARTICULARLY VULNERABLE, YET SHE REMAINS
STEADFAST IN HER SUPPORT OF PAUL’S EFFORTS. HER QUIET STRENGTH AND UNW AVERING LOVE PROVIDE A HUMANIZING ELEMENT
AMIDST THE CHAOS. W/ ORKSHEETS MIGHT ASK ABOUT TATIANA’S INFLUENCE ON PAUL, HER OWN ACTS OF KINDNESS WITHIN THE
HOTEL, AND HER REPRESENTATION OF THE SUFFERING FACED BY TUTSI WOMEN AND CHILDREN.

CovLoneL OLIVER

CoLoNEL OLIVER REPRESENTS THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY'S OFTEN INADEQUATE RESPONSE TO THE GENOCIDE. AS THE
COMMANDER OF THE UN PEACEKEEPING FORCES, HE IS DEPICTED AS A MAN CAUGHT BETWEEN HIS DUTY TO PROTECT AND THE
SEVERE LIMITATIONS IMPOSED BY HIS SUPERIORS AND THE UN’S MANDATE. HIS CHARACTER HIGHLIGHTS THE FRUSTRATION AND
POWERLESSNESS EXPERIENCED BY THOSE ON THE GROUND WHO WITNESSED THE ATROCITIES BUT WERE PREVENTED FROM
INTERVENING EFFECTIVELY. QUESTIONS RELATED TO CoLONEL OLIVER OFTEN FOCUS ON THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY'S
ETHICAL RESPONSIBILITY AND THE FAILURES OF PEACEKEEPING OPERATIONS DURING THE GENOCIDE.

THE INTERAHAMWE

THe |NTERAHAM\X/E, A HUTU EXTREMIST MILITIA, ARE PORTRAYED AS THE PRIMARY PERPETRATORS OF THE VIOLENCE. THEIR
BRUTAL ACTIONS AND DEHUMANIZING IDEOLOGY ARE CENTRAL TO UNDERSTANDING THE MECHANICS OF THE GENOCIDE.

W/ ORKSHEETS MIGHT REQUIRE AN ANALYSIS OF THEIR ROLE, THEIR PROPAGANDA METHODS, AND THE PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT OF
THEIR PRESENCE ON THE REFUGEES. UNDERSTANDING THEIR MOTIVATIONS, HOWEVER ABHORRENT, IS KEY TO GRASPING THE DEPTH
OF THE TRAGEDY.

ExPLORING THE CENTRAL THEMES OF HOTEL RWANDA

HUMANITY AND DEHUMANIZATION

A CORE THEME EXPLORED IN HOTEL RWANDA IS THE STARK CONTRAST BETWEEN HUMANITY AND DEHUMANIZATION. THE FILM
VIVIDLY ILLUSTRATES HOW FEAR, PROPAGANDA, AND POLITICAL MANIPULATION CAN LEAD INDIVIDUALS TO COMMIT HORRIFIC
ACTS, STRIPPING OTHERS OF THEIR INHERENT HUMANITY. CONVERSELY/ IT ALSO SHOWCASES ACTS OF PROFOUND COMPASSION,
COURAGE, AND EMPATHY, DEMONSTRATING THE ENDURING STRENGTH OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT EVEN IN THE DARKEST OF TIMES.

W/ ORKSHEET QUESTIONS FREQUENTLY PROBE HOW THE FILM DEPICTS BOTH THE WORST AND BEST OF HUMAN NATURE.

CouraGe AND COWARDICE

THE FILM PRESENTS A SPECTRUM OF HUMAN BEHAVIOR, FROM EXTRAORDINARY COURAGE TO ABJECT COW ARDICE. PAauL
RUSESABAGINA’S BRAVERY IN SHELTERING AND PROTECTING REFUGEES STANDS IN STARK CONTRAST TO THE INDIFFERENCE AND



INACTION OF MANY INTERNATIONAL ACTORS AND SOME INDIVIDUALS WITHIN RWANDA. EXAMINING THE DIFFERENT FORMS
COURAGE TAKES—BOTH OVERT AND QUIET—AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF COWARDICE IS A COMMON FOCUS OF HOTEL
RWANDA \WORKSHEETS.

THE RoLE oF MeDIA AND INTERNATIONAL INDIFFERENCE

HoTEL RWANDA POWERFULLY CRITIQUES THE ROLE OF INTERNATIONAL MEDIA AND THE BROADER INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY’S
INDIFFERENCE TO THE UNFOLDING GENOCIDE. THE NEWS REPORTS THAT OFTEN FOCUS ON SUPERFICIAL ASPECTS OR FAIL TO
CONVEY THE TRUE SCALE OF THE ATROCITIES SERVE AS A STARK REMINDER OF HOW INFORMATION CAN BE MANIPULATED OR
IGNORED. THE FILM CHALLENGES VIEWERS TO CONSIDER WHY THE WORLD SEEMED TO TURN A BLIND EYE TO SUCH WIDESPREAD
VIOLENCE, PROMPTING DISCUSSIONS ON MEDIA ETHICS AND GLOBAL RESPONSIBILITY. \X/ ORKSHEETS OFTEN ASK ABOUT THE FILM'S
MESSAGE REGARDING INTERNATIONAL INTERVENTION AND THE RESPONSIBILITY OF POWERFUL NATIONS.

SURVIVAL AND HoPE

DESPITE THE OVERWHELMING DESPAIR AND VIOLENCE, THE THEME OF SURVIVAL AND HOPE PERMEATES THE FILM. THE REFUGEES’
PERSISTENT STRUGGLE TO SURVIVE, OFTEN AGAINST INSURMOUNTABLE ODDS, HIGHLIGHTS THEIR INDOMITABLE WILL. PauL’s
RELENTLESS EFFORTS, DRIVEN BY A COMMITMENT TO SAVE LIVES, EMBODY THIS THEME. THE EVENTUAL ARRIVAL OF TUTSI-LED
RwANDAN PATRIOTIC FRONT (RPF) FORCES OFFERS A GLIMMER OF HOPE, SIGNIFYING THE END OF THE GENOCIDE AND THE
POSSIBILITY OF REBUILDING. ANALYZING HOW THE FILM PORTRAYS MOMENTS OF HOPE AMIDST PROFOUND SUFFERING IS A
CRUCIAL ASPECT OF UNDERSTANDING ITS MESSAGE.

EXAMINING THE FILM's PORTRAYAL OF THE GENOCIDE

HoTEL RWANDA OFFERS A HARROWING YET VITAL PORTRAYAL OF THE 1994 R\WANDAN GENOCIDE. THE FILM DOES NOT SHY
AWAY FROM DEPICTING THE BRUTALITY AND TERROR EXPERIENCED BY THE VICTIMS, UTILIZING GRAPHIC IMAGERY AND INTENSE
SCENES TO CONVEY THE HORROR OF THE EVENTS. HO\X/EVER, IT STRATEGICALLY FOCUSES ON THE EXPERIENCES WITHIN THE
HoTeL DES MILLE COLLINES TO HUMANIZE THE CONFLICT AND HIGHLIGHT INDIVIDUAL ACTS OF RESILIENCE AND RESISTANCE.

W/ ORKSHEET PROMPTS OFTEN ASK ABOUT THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE FILM’S PORTRAYAL IN EDUCATING AUDIENCES ABOUT THE
GENOCIDE. |T’S IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT WHILE THE FILM IS A POWERFUL NARRATIVE, IT IS A DRAMATIZATION AND SHOULD BE
UNDERSTOOD IN CONJUNCTION WITH HISTORICAL ACCOUNTS. THE FILM’S STRENGTH LIES IN ITS ABILITY TO EVOKE EMPATHY AND
ENCOURAGE FURTHER LEARNING ABOUT THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE GENOCIDE, MAKING IT A COMPELLING EDUCATIONAL TOOL.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE HOTEL DEs MiLLE COLLINES

THE HoTEL DES MILLE COLLINES ITSELF BECOMES A CENTRAL SYMBOL WITHIN THE FILM AND A CRUCIAL ELEMENT FOR WORKSHEET
ANALYSIS. |T REPRESENTS A SANCTUARY, A BEACON OF HOPE AMIDST THE SURROUNDING CHAOS, AND A MICROCOSM OF
RWANDAN SOCIETY FRACTURED BY ETHNIC DIVISION. PAUL RUSESABAGINA’S TRANSFORMATION OF THE HOTEL INTO A REFUGE
UNDERSCORES THE POWER OF AN INDIVIDUAL TO CREATE A SPACE OF SAFETY AND PROTECTION, EVEN WITHIN A W AR~TORN
ENVIRONMENT.

THE CHALLENGES OF MAINTAINING THE HOTEL AS A SAFE HAVEN, INCLUDING MANAGING DWINDLING RESOURCES, NAVIGATING
THREATS FROM MILITIA GROUPS, AND COPING WITH THE PSYCHOLOGICAL TOLL ON ITS INHABITANTS, ARE ALL SIGNIFICANT
ASPECTS TO CONSIDER. W/ ORKSHEETS OFTEN EXPLORE THE SYMBOLIC MEANING OF THE HOTEL AND THE MORAL IMPERATIVE THAT
DROVE PAUL TO RISK EVERYTHING TO PROTECT THOSE WITHIN ITS WALLS.



DiscussING THE ETHICAL AND MoRrAL DILEMMAS

HoTEL RWANDA IS RICH WITH ETHICAL AND MORAL DILEMMAS THAT PROMPT DEEP REFLECTION. PAUL RUSESABAGINA’S
CONSTANT NEED TO NEGOTIATE WITH AND BRIBE THE INTERAHAMWE LEADERS, WHILE MORALLY QUESTIONABLE IN NORMAL
CIRCUMSTANCES, BECOMES A PRAGMATIC NECESSITY FOR SURVIVAL. THIS PRESENTS A COMPLEX ETHICAL CHALLENGE: WHEN IS IT
JUSTIFIABLE TO COMPROMISE ONE’S PRINCIPLES TO SAVE LIVES?

FURTHERMORE, THE FILM INTERROGATES THE ETHICAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND POWERFUL
NATIONS. THE STARK CONTRAST BETWEEN THE ATROCITIES OCCURRING AND THE LIMITED RESPONSE FROM THE UN AND W/ESTERN
POWERS RAISES PROFOUND QUESTIONS ABOUT GLOBAL ETHICS, HUMANITARIAN INTERVENTION, AND THE VALUE PLACED ON
HUMAN LIFE IN DIFFERENT CONTEXTS. W/ ORKSHEETS OFTEN REQUIRE STUDENTS TO ANALYZE THESE DILEMMAS AND ARTICULATE
THEIR OWN PERSPECTIVES ON THE CHOICES MADE BY THE CHARACTERS AND THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY.

FAQ

Q: WHAT IS THE MAIN HISTORICAL EVENT DEPICTED IN HOTEL RWANDA?

A: THE MAIN HISTORICAL EVENT DEPICTED IN HOTEL RWANDA IS THE 1994 RWANDAN GENOCIDE, A PERIOD OF MASS
SLAUGHTER OF THE TUTSI MINORITY BY HUTU EXTREMISTS.

Q: WHO IS THE CENTRAL PROTAGONIST OF HOTEL RWANDA AND WHAT IS HIS PRIMARY
ROLE?

A: THE CENTRAL PROTAGONIST IS PAUL RUSESABAGINA/ THE MANAGER OF THE HOTEL DES MILLE COLLINES, WHO USED HIS
POSITION AND INFLUENCE TO SHELTER AND SAVE OVER ],200 REFUGEES.

QZ WHAT ARE THE MAJOR THEMES EXPLORED IN THE FILM HOTEL RWANDA THAT ARE
OFTEN ADDRESSED IN WORKSHEETS?

A: MAJOR THEMES INCLUDE HUMANITY VERSUS DEHUMANIZATION, COURAGE AND COWARDICE, INTERNATIONAL INDIFFERENCE, THE
ROLE OF MEDIA, SURVIVAL, AND HOPE.

Q: How DOES THE FILM PORTRAY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY'S RESPONSE TO THE
GENOCIDE?

A: THE FILM PORTRAYS THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY'S RESPONSE AS LARGELY INDIFFERENT AND INADEQUATE, HIGHLIGHTING
THE LIMITATIONS AND FAILURES OF UN PEACEKEEPING EFFORTS.

Q: WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE HOTEL DES MILLE COLLINES IN THE FILM?

A: THE HOTEL DES MILLE COLLINES SERVES AS A SANCTUARY AND A SYMBOL OF HOPE AMIDST THE GENOCIDE, REPRESENTING
PAUL RUSESABAGINA’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT INNOCENT LIVES.

Q: WHAT ETHICAL DILEMMAS DOES PAUL RUSESABAGINA FACE IN HOTEL RWANDA?

A: PAUL FACES ETHICAL DILEMMAS SUCH AS NEEDING TO BRIBE PERPETRATORS OF VIOLENCE TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF
REFUGEES AND MAKING DIFFICULT CHOICES TO PROTECT THOSE UNDER HIS CARE.



Q: Is HOTEL RWANDA HISTORICALLY ACCURATE?

A: HOTEL RWANDA IS A DRAMATIZED ACCOUNT OF TRUE EVENTS. WHILE IT CAPTURES THE SPIRIT AND ESSENCE OF THE
GENOCIDE AND PAUL RUSESABAGINA'S ACTIONS, SOME ASPECTS MAY HAVE BEEN ALTERED FOR CINEMATIC EFFECT.

Q: WHAT IS THE LEGACY OF HOTEL RWANDA IN TERMS OF EDUCATION AND
AWARENESS?

A: THE FILM HAS PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN RAISING GLOBAL AWARENESS ABOUT THE RWANDAN GENOCIDE AND SERVES AS
A POWERFUL EDUCATIONAL TOOL FOR UNDERSTANDING THE HUMAN COST OF ETHNIC CONFLICT AND THE IMPORTANCE OF
HUMANITARIAN INTERVENTION.
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