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The "Hound of the Baskervilles," written by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, is one of the most famous
Sherlock Holmes stories. Originally serialized in 1901-1902, the novel has remained a staple in
literature and is often studied in academic settings. This study guide provides an in-depth analysis of
the novel, covering its themes, characters, plot, and answering key questions to help students
understand the text better.

Summary of the Hound of the Baskervilles

The "Hound of the Baskervilles" is set in the moorlands of Devonshire, England. The story begins with
Dr. John Watson, Sherlock Holmes's friend and chronicler, recounting a mysterious case involving the
death of Sir Charles Baskerville. According to local legend, the Baskerville family is cursed by a
ghostly hound that haunts the moors. Sir Charles is found dead near his estate, Baskerville Hall, with
a look of terror on his face and paw prints of a gigantic hound nearby.

Holmes is intrigued by the case and agrees to investigate the mystery surrounding Sir Charles's
death. He is soon joined by Sir Henry Baskerville, the last heir to the Baskerville estate, who has just
returned from Canada. Sir Henry has received a threatening letter warning him to stay away from the
moors, and he enlists Holmes's help.

As Holmes and Watson delve deeper into the case, they uncover a web of deceit, unearth long-buried
family secrets, and confront the terrifying presence of the legendary hound. The investigation leads
them to various characters, including the sinister butler, Mr. Barrymore, and his wife, who hold crucial
clues about the Baskerville curse.

Main Characters

1. Sherlock Holmes: The brilliant detective known for his keen observation and logical reasoning.

2. Dr. John Watson: Holmes's loyal friend and assistant, who narrates the story and provides a human
perspective.

3. Sir Henry Baskerville: The last heir to the Baskerville estate, who becomes the target of the
supposed curse.

4. Sir Charles Baskerville: The deceased owner of Baskerville Hall, whose mysterious death sparks the
investigation.

5. Dr. Mortimer: A local doctor and friend of Sir Charles, who brings the case to Holmes's attention.



6. Mr. and Mrs. Barrymore: The housekeeper and butler of Baskerville Hall, who reveal important
information about the estate.

7. Jack Stapleton: A Baskerville relative and the story's antagonist, who has his own motives regarding
the family fortune.

Themes

The "Hound of the Baskervilles" explores several significant themes:

1. The Supernatural vs. Rationality

The legend of the hound suggests a supernatural explanation for the deaths in the Baskerville family.
Holmes represents rationality and scientific inquiry, ultimately debunking the myth through logical
investigation. The conflict between these two perspectives drives much of the plot.

2. Isolation and Fear

The desolate moors symbolize isolation and the fear that accompanies it. Characters are often
depicted as being vulnerable to both physical and psychological threats due to the vastness of the
moors.

3. The Nature of Evil

The novel examines the concept of evil, both in the form of the mythical hound and the human
antagonist, Jack Stapleton. The story questions whether evil is an inherent trait or a product of
circumstances.

4. Class and Society

The interaction between different social classes is evident in the relationships between characters
such as Sir Henry and the Barrymores. This theme highlights the complexities of Victorian society.

Key Plot Points

- The discovery of Sir Charles Baskerville's body and the mysterious circumstances surrounding his
death.
- The arrival of Sir Henry Baskerville and the threat he faces from the hound.
- Holmes's investigation, which includes examining the moors and questioning various characters.



- The revelation of Jack Stapleton's true identity and his connection to the Baskerville family.
- The final confrontation with the hound, leading to the resolution of the mystery.

Important Quotes

1. "Mr. Holmes, they were the footprints of a gigantic hound!" - This quote encapsulates the eerie
atmosphere of the novel and sets the stage for the mystery that unfolds.

2. "The world is full of obvious things which nobody by any chance ever observes." - Holmes
emphasizes the importance of observation in solving mysteries.

Study Questions and Answers

1. What role does the setting play in the story?

The moors serve as a character in their own right, representing isolation and danger. The bleak
landscape heightens the tension and provides a fitting backdrop for the supernatural elements of the
plot.

2. How does Doyle use foreshadowing in the novel?

Foreshadowing is prevalent throughout the story, particularly in the early mention of the hound and
the eerie legends surrounding the Baskerville family. The ominous atmosphere prepares readers for
the unfolding mystery.

3. What is the significance of the hound as a symbol?

The hound symbolizes both the supernatural and the primal fears of the characters. It represents the
hidden dangers lurking in the shadows, both literal and metaphorical.

4. How does Sherlock Holmes's character develop throughout
the novel?

Holmes remains consistent in his logical approach to solving mysteries, but he also demonstrates a
deepening understanding of human nature and the complexities of the people involved in the case.



5. What is the resolution of the mystery?

The mystery is resolved when Holmes and Watson confront Jack Stapleton and reveal that the hound
was a trained dog, used to instill fear and eliminate Sir Charles and Sir Henry. The true motives
behind Stapleton's actions are uncovered, highlighting the themes of greed and deception.

Conclusion

The "Hound of the Baskervilles" remains a timeless classic that captivates readers with its blend of
mystery, adventure, and psychological intrigue. This study guide serves as a valuable resource for
understanding the complexities of the narrative, characters, and themes. By exploring the novel in
detail, readers can appreciate Arthur Conan Doyle's masterful storytelling and the enduring legacy of
Sherlock Holmes. Whether for academic study or personal enjoyment, the "Hound of the Baskervilles"
continues to enthrall audiences, inviting them to delve into its dark and atmospheric world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'The Hound of the
Baskervilles'?
The main themes include the conflict between rationality and superstition, the nature of evil, and the
impact of isolation. The story also explores themes of loyalty and the consequences of past actions.

Who are the key characters in 'The Hound of the
Baskervilles'?
Key characters include Sherlock Holmes, Dr. John Watson, Sir Henry Baskerville, and the villainous
Jack Stapleton. Each character plays a crucial role in the development of the plot and the unraveling
of the mystery.

What is the significance of the moor in the novel?
The moor serves as a backdrop for the story, symbolizing danger and the unknown. It creates an
atmosphere of suspense and isolation, reflecting the characters' emotional states and the novel's
overall mood.

How does Arthur Conan Doyle use foreshadowing in the book?
Doyle employs foreshadowing through various elements, such as the legend of the hound, the
mysterious death of Sir Charles Baskerville, and the ominous descriptions of the moor. These hints
build tension and anticipation throughout the narrative.



What role does Dr. Watson play in 'The Hound of the
Baskervilles'?
Dr. Watson serves as both a loyal companion to Sherlock Holmes and the primary narrator of the
story. His perspective allows readers to experience the mystery alongside him, while also highlighting
Holmes's brilliant detective skills.
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