
house sitting instructions template

House sitting instructions template is an essential tool for homeowners who want to ensure their pets,
plants, and property are well cared for during their absence. Whether you are going on vacation, a business
trip, or simply need someone to watch your home for a few days, having a clear and concise set of
instructions can make all the difference. This article will provide you with a comprehensive guide on how
to create an effective house sitting instructions template, covering various aspects such as pet care, home
maintenance, and emergency procedures.

Why Use a House Sitting Instructions Template?

Using a house sitting instructions template is beneficial for both homeowners and house sitters. Here are
some reasons why:

Clarity and Consistency: A well-structured template provides clarity on expectations and
responsibilities, reducing confusion.

Peace of Mind: Knowing that detailed instructions are in place allows homeowners to enjoy their
time away without worrying about their property.

Preparation for Emergencies: Documenting emergency contacts and procedures ensures that house
sitters are prepared for unexpected situations.

Components of a House Sitting Instructions Template

Creating a comprehensive house sitting instructions template involves several key components. Below are
the essential sections to include:

1. Basic Information

Begin your instructions template with basic information about your home and your contact details.

Homeowner’s Name: Your full name.



Contact Information: Phone numbers and email addresses for easy communication.

House Sitter’s Name: The name of the person who will be taking care of your home.

Dates of Absence: Clearly state the dates when you will be away.

2. House Rules

Provide clear house rules to help the house sitter understand your preferences and maintain your home’s
environment.

Smoking Policy: Specify whether smoking is allowed in the house or on the property.

Guest Policy: Outline whether the house sitter can have guests over and any restrictions that apply.

Noise Levels: Indicate any quiet hours or noise restrictions, especially if you live in a shared space.

3. Pet Care Instructions

If you have pets, detailed care instructions are crucial. Include the following:

Feeding Schedule: List the pets’ names, their specific dietary needs, and feeding times.1.

Exercise Requirements: Describe necessary walks, playtime, or other activities needed for each pet.2.

Medication Instructions: If any pets require medication, detail the type, dosage, and schedule.3.

Behavioral Tips: Include any behavioral quirks of your pets to help the sitter interact with them4.
effectively.



4. Home Maintenance Tasks

Outline any specific tasks that the house sitter needs to perform to maintain your home during your
absence.

Mail Collection: Specify where to find your mailbox and how often to check it.

Plant Care: Provide watering instructions and any special care for indoor or outdoor plants.

Garbage Disposal: Explain the garbage disposal schedule and where to take the trash and recycling.

Heating/Cooling Instructions: Provide instructions for temperature settings and any appliances that
need to be monitored.

5. Security Procedures

Ensuring the security of your home is paramount. Include the following information:

Alarm System: If applicable, provide instructions on how to set and unset the alarm system.

Locking Procedures: Specify which doors and windows need to be locked when leaving the house.

Neighborhood Watch: If your area has a neighborhood watch, provide details on how to contact
them.

6. Emergency Procedures

Prepare your house sitter for potential emergencies by providing detailed instructions:

Emergency Contacts: List contact numbers for yourself, nearby family members, and trusted friends.1.

Vet Information: Provide the name, address, and contact number of your pet’s veterinarian.2.



Local Emergency Services: Include numbers for local police, fire department, and hospital.3.

Emergency Evacuation Plan: Explain what to do in case of a fire or other emergencies.4.

7. Additional Notes

This section can include any additional notes that may be relevant to the house sitter:

Wi-Fi Information: Provide the Wi-Fi network name and password.

TV and Entertainment Systems: Offer guidance on using the television, streaming services, or any
other entertainment devices.

Local Recommendations: Include suggestions for nearby restaurants, grocery stores, and attractions,
especially if the house sitter is new to the area.

Tips for Creating Your House Sitting Instructions Template

To ensure that your house sitting instructions are effective, consider the following tips:

1. Be Clear and Concise

Use straightforward language and avoid jargon. The easier your instructions are to understand, the better
the house sitter will perform their tasks.

2. Use Bullet Points and Lists

Organize information in lists and bullet points for easy readability. This helps prevent important details
from being overlooked.



3. Include Visuals

If possible, include visuals like maps of your property, photos of your pets, or diagrams of how to use
specific appliances. Visuals can help clarify instructions and provide additional context.

4. Review and Update Regularly

Review your instructions before each trip to ensure all information is current. Update any changes in
contact information, pet care needs, or home procedures.

5. Communicate with Your House Sitter

Before leaving, have a discussion with your house sitter to go over the instructions. This allows them to ask
questions and gain a better understanding of their responsibilities.

Conclusion

A well-structured house sitting instructions template is vital for ensuring your home, pets, and plants are
cared for during your absence. By including essential information such as pet care, home maintenance tasks,
and emergency procedures, you can provide clarity and confidence to your house sitter. Crafting a detailed
template not only helps protect your property but also gives you peace of mind, allowing you to enjoy
your time away. Remember to review and update your instructions regularly, and maintain open
communication with your house sitter for a smooth and worry-free experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a house sitting instructions template?
A house sitting instructions template is a pre-formatted document that provides essential information and
guidelines for house sitters to follow while taking care of someone's home and pets.

Why is it important to use a house sitting instructions template?
Using a house sitting instructions template ensures that all necessary information is communicated clearly,
reducing the chances of misunderstandings and ensuring the well-being of pets and the home.



What key information should be included in a house sitting instructions
template?
A house sitting instructions template should include details about pet care, feeding schedules, emergency
contacts, house maintenance tasks, security instructions, and any special preferences from the homeowner.

How can I customize a house sitting instructions template for my specific
needs?
You can customize a house sitting instructions template by adding personal notes, specific pet care routines,
preferred service providers, and any unique house rules that the sitter should follow.

Are there any online resources to find house sitting instructions
templates?
Yes, there are several online resources, including websites dedicated to house sitting and pet care, that offer
free downloadable templates and examples to help you create your own instructions.

What are some common mistakes to avoid when creating house sitting
instructions?
Common mistakes include being too vague, omitting important details, not updating information, and
failing to provide emergency protocols. It's crucial to be thorough and clear to ensure the sitter feels
confident.
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