
house taken over analysis

House Taken Over Analysis is a literary examination of the short story "Casa
Tomada" by Argentine writer Julio Cortázar. This story, published in 1946, is
a significant piece of literature that delves into themes of isolation, fear,
and the passage of time. In this article, we will analyze the story's plot,
characters, themes, and symbols, while also discussing its historical and
cultural context.

Plot Summary

The narrative of "Casa Tomada" revolves around a brother and sister, Irene
and the unnamed narrator, who live in a large family house in Buenos Aires.
As the story unfolds, readers witness the gradual encroachment of an unseen
presence that takes over their home. The initial atmosphere is one of comfort
and nostalgia, deeply rooted in the siblings' memories of their childhood.
However, as the story progresses, the siblings' sense of security begins to
erode.

1. Introduction of Characters:
- Irene: The more passive and delicate of the two siblings, Irene embodies a
sense of nostalgia and acceptance of their family's past.
- The Narrator: The unnamed brother who is more observant and protective of
the house, demonstrating a sense of responsibility towards their shared home.

2. Rising Tension:
- The siblings start to hear mysterious sounds coming from the house, which
signals the beginning of their displacement from their own home.
- The tension builds as they are forced to retreat further into the house,
relinquishing rooms to the unknown presence.

3. Climactic Encounter:
- The eventual climax occurs when the siblings are completely driven out of
their home, highlighting their helplessness and the loss of their family
legacy.

4. Conclusion:
- The story ends ambiguously, leaving readers with a sense of unease and the
lingering question of what lies beyond the house.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Casa Tomada" are pivotal in conveying the story's themes.

The Siblings

The relationship between Irene and the narrator is central to the narrative.
Their interactions reveal much about their personalities and their attachment
to the house.

- Irene: Represents a connection to the past and a sense of resignation. Her



character is more emotional, often reminiscing about the family's history,
which creates a juxtaposition to the narrator's more pragmatic approach.

- The Narrator: His protective nature signifies a struggle against the
inevitable change that the house undergoes. He attempts to rationalize their
situation but ultimately succumbs to the power of the entity taking over
their home.

The Unseen Presence

The presence that gradually takes over the house serves as a metaphor for
various interpretations:

- Fear of Change: This presence can symbolize the fear of the unknown,
reflecting societal anxieties about changes in culture, politics, or personal
circumstances.

- Loss of Control: The siblings' inability to confront or understand the
presence signifies their loss of control over their lives and their home,
mirroring feelings of helplessness in a rapidly changing world.

Themes

Several themes emerge from "Casa Tomada," enriching its narrative depth.

Isolation and Alienation

The theme of isolation is intricately woven throughout the story. The
siblings live in a large house that once held family gatherings and warmth,
but as the presence takes over, they become increasingly isolated. Their
retreat into the remaining rooms symbolizes a physical and emotional
withdrawal from the world outside, reflecting broader existential themes of
alienation.

The Passage of Time

Time plays a crucial role in the narrative. The siblings' memories of their
childhood evoke nostalgia and a longing for the past, while the encroachment
of the presence signifies the inescapable advance of time. The house, once a
sanctuary, transforms into a prison, ultimately capturing the transience of
human experience.

Memory and Loss

Memory is a recurring motif, as the siblings cling to their recollections of
the past. The gradual loss of their home symbolizes a deeper loss of identity
and heritage. Cortázar captures the emotional weight of losing a familial
space, emphasizing how memories can shape one's sense of self.



Symbolism

The story is rich in symbolism, which enhances its themes and emotional
impact.

The House

The house serves as a powerful symbol of security and belonging. Initially,
it represents the comfort of family and tradition. As the presence overtakes
it, the house transforms into a symbol of loss and displacement, mirroring
the characters' emotional turmoil.

The Presence

The mysterious entity that takes over the house can be interpreted in various
ways, such as:

- Societal Change: It may represent the encroachment of modernity or societal
shifts that threaten traditional values and ways of life.
- Fear and Anxiety: It embodies the anxieties that accompany the unknown,
reflecting the psychological struggles of the characters.

Cultural and Historical Context

To fully appreciate "Casa Tomada," it is essential to consider its cultural
and historical backdrop.

Post-War Argentina

Cortázar wrote during a time of political and social upheaval in Argentina.
The post-war period was marked by significant changes, including the rise of
Peronism and shifts in societal norms. The story’s themes of alienation and
loss resonate with the dislocation many experienced during this time.

Literary Movements

Cortázar is associated with the Latin American literary movement known as the
"Boom," which saw a surge in the popularity of Latin American authors during
the 1960s and 70s. "Casa Tomada" reflects the experimental narrative style
and existential themes that characterize this literary period.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the analysis of "Casa Tomada" reveals a complex interplay of
themes, characters, and symbols that resonate deeply with readers. Through



the lens of isolation, the passage of time, and the fear of change, Cortázar
crafts a poignant narrative that invites reflection on the human condition.
The story's ambiguous ending leaves a lasting impression, reminding us of the
fragility of our sense of home and belonging. "House Taken Over Analysis"
serves as not only an exploration of a literary work but also a reflection on
the broader societal issues that continue to challenge us today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'House Taken Over'?

The main theme of 'House Taken Over' revolves around isolation, fear of the
unknown, and the gradual loss of control over one's environment, symbolized
by the encroachment of an unseen presence in the house.

How does the setting contribute to the story in
'House Taken Over'?

The setting of the dilapidated family home serves as a metaphor for the
characters' declining mental state and their family's legacy, creating an
atmosphere of unease and reflecting the characters' feelings of entrapment.

What role do the characters play in the narrative of
'House Taken Over'?

The characters, Irene and her brother, serve as representations of
vulnerability and the struggle against external forces, illustrating themes
of familial bonds and the impact of fear on human relationships.

What literary devices are prominent in 'House Taken
Over'?

Prominent literary devices in 'House Taken Over' include symbolism,
particularly with the house as a symbol of security and its eventual takeover
representing loss, as well as ambiguity that enhances the story's tension and
mystery.

How does 'House Taken Over' reflect post-war
anxieties?

The story reflects post-war anxieties through its exploration of dislocation,
uncertainty, and the fear of encroaching threats, paralleling societal fears
of change and instability in the aftermath of conflict.

What is the significance of the ending in 'House
Taken Over'?

The ending of 'House Taken Over' is significant as it leaves readers with a
sense of unresolved tension and dread, emphasizing the themes of helplessness
and the inevitability of change, as the characters are ultimately displaced
by the unknown presence.
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