
houston oilers uniform history
Houston Oilers uniform history is a fascinating journey through the evolution of one of
the NFL's most iconic franchises. Established in 1960, the Houston Oilers were one of the
eight original teams in the American Football League (AFL) and later became part of the
NFL when the leagues merged in 1970. Over the years, the Oilers' uniforms underwent
numerous changes, reflecting shifts in design trends, team branding, and cultural
influences. This article will take you through the rich history of the Houston Oilers' uniforms,
exploring key design elements, color schemes, and memorable moments associated with
their attire.

Early Years: 1960-1969

The Houston Oilers began their journey in 1960 with a simple yet elegant uniform design.
The original colors of the team were light blue, white, and red, which set them apart from
many other teams of the era.

1960-1962: The AFL Debut

- Home Uniform: The initial home uniform consisted of light blue jerseys adorned with white
numbers, complemented by white pants. The distinctive oil derrick logo was prominently
displayed on the helmets.
- Away Uniform: The away uniform featured white jerseys with light blue numbers,
maintaining a consistent color scheme that emphasized the team's identity.

1963-1969: A Shift in Design

As the team progressed through the 1960s, they made minor adjustments to their
uniforms. The most notable change was the introduction of a darker shade of blue and the
addition of red accents.

- Home Uniform: The home jerseys changed to a darker blue with white numbers outlined in
red. The pants remained primarily white.
- Away Uniform: The away jerseys retained a white base but incorporated darker blue
numbers outlined in red for better visibility.

The Luv Ya Blue Era: 1970-1980

The 1970s marked a significant turning point in the Houston Oilers uniform history, often
referred to as the "Luv Ya Blue" era. This period was not only about uniform design but also
about the team's cultural impact, largely attributed to head coach Bum Phillips and star



players like Earl Campbell.

1970-1971: A Bold Look

- Home Uniform: The new home jerseys were characterized by a more vibrant light blue
color. The numbers were changed to a modern font, and the red accents were slightly
toned down.
- Away Uniform: The away uniforms followed the same design philosophy, with white
jerseys and light blue numbers, solidifying the team's identity.

1972-1980: The Iconic Oil Derrick Logo

In 1972, the Oilers introduced a new logo featuring the oil derrick prominently displayed on
the helmet. This logo became synonymous with the team during its most successful years.

- Home Uniform: The home uniform remained largely unchanged, but the addition of the oil
derrick logo on the sleeves added a distinctive touch.
- Away Uniform: The away uniform also featured the new logo, which helped to create a
cohesive brand identity that fans embraced.

The 1980s: Changes and Challenges

The 1980s brought about various changes, both on and off the field. The Oilers faced
challenges, including inconsistent performance, but their uniforms continued to evolve.

1980-1989: A Mix of Tradition and Innovation

During this decade, the Oilers experimented with different looks while still maintaining their
core identity.

- Home Uniform: The home jerseys were updated to feature a more modern cut, with the
addition of shoulder stripes. The colors remained consistent, with light blue being a staple.
- Away Uniform: The away uniforms were also updated, featuring a more streamlined
design that included blue accents on the sleeves.

1990s: The Last Decade of the Oilers

The 1990s were challenging for the Houston Oilers, culminating in the team's eventual
relocation to Tennessee in 1996. However, the uniform designs during this period reflect a
mix of nostalgia and modern influence.



1991-1996: The Final Years

- Home Uniform: The home uniform saw a return to a more classic look with a focus on
simplicity. The jerseys featured bold white numbers with minimal embellishments.
- Away Uniform: The away uniform maintained a similar design, but the team added a more
aggressive logo on the helmets, symbolizing a new era of football.

Legacy of the Houston Oilers Uniforms

Though the Houston Oilers ceased to exist in 1996, their legacy continues to resonate with
fans and players alike. The team's unique color scheme and iconic logo have left an
indelible mark on the NFL.

Impact on Future Teams

The Oilers' uniforms have influenced several teams, including the Tennessee Titans, who
adopted some elements from the Oilers' design after relocating. The Titans’ use of the light
blue color and oil derrick motif pays homage to the team's historical roots.

Fan Base and Nostalgia

Many former Oilers fans continue to celebrate their team's history through merchandise
and nostalgia events. The love for the Oilers remains strong, with many fans sporting retro
jerseys and memorabilia.

Conclusion

The Houston Oilers uniform history is a rich tapestry that reflects the evolution of a
beloved franchise. From their humble beginnings in the AFL to their iconic status in the NFL,
the uniforms of the Houston Oilers tell a story of tradition, innovation, and community. As
fans continue to reminisce about the "Luv Ya Blue" era and the unforgettable players who
donned the Oilers' gear, the legacy of these uniforms will undoubtedly endure for
generations to come. Whether you're a die-hard fan or a casual observer, the Houston
Oilers' uniform history is a testament to the enduring spirit of football in Houston.

Frequently Asked Questions



What colors were predominantly featured in the
Houston Oilers' uniforms throughout their history?
The Houston Oilers' uniforms primarily featured sky blue, white, and red. The sky blue was
especially iconic, often associated with the team's identity.

When did the Houston Oilers first introduce their
distinctive 'throwback' uniforms?
The Houston Oilers first introduced their throwback uniforms in the late 1990s to celebrate
their history, featuring the classic sky blue and white colors along with the traditional Oilers
logo.

What was the significance of the Oilers' 'Love Ya Blue'
slogan in relation to their uniforms?
'Love Ya Blue' was a rallying cry for the Oilers fans during the late 1970s and 1980s, and
the uniforms embodied this spirit, particularly with the vibrant sky blue color that became
synonymous with the team's identity.

How did the Houston Oilers' uniforms change after the
team's relocation in 1996?
After the Houston Oilers relocated to Tennessee in 1996, the team's uniforms were
completely redesigned, adopting a new color scheme of navy blue, Titans blue, and white,
which marked a departure from the classic sky blue of the original Oilers.

What was a notable feature of the Houston Oilers'
helmets during their peak years?
During their peak years, the Houston Oilers' helmets featured a distinctive oil rig logo that
was emblematic of the team's identity and Houston's oil industry, making them easily
recognizable.

Did the Houston Oilers ever wear alternate jerseys, and
if so, what did they look like?
Yes, the Houston Oilers occasionally wore alternate jerseys, including a red jersey that
featured blue and white accents, which was used during special occasions and gained
popularity among fans.
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